










































• S 4 riday, August 21, 1998 ootball Preview The Floyd County Times 

'Just have fun,' theme for '98 Rebels 
by Ed Taylor 
Sports Editor 

been troubled over the past 
two seasons. 

During the 1998 high 
school football season there 
will be no district champi
onship for the Allen Central 
Rebels, it doesn't matter if 

they complete a perfect sea
son. But new head football 
coach Kevin Spurlock 
knows the odds of anything 
like that happening is very 
remote as he begins his first 
season at the helm of the 
football program that has 

"This is something I 
never dreamed that I would 
do," he said. "I played a lot 
of football and was pretty 
successful, but I never 
thought I would coach." 

Have a 
ball this season, 

and good luck 
to all 

Floyd County 
Football Teams! 

Compliments of 

Ronnie M. Slone 
Attorney at Law 

•Allen Central Rebels 

•South Floyd Raiders 

•Prestonsburg Blackcats 

•Betsy Layne Bobcats 

The first year coach said 
he "really never had any 
aspirations to coach a foot
ball team." 

"But times are hard and 
with the teaching situation 
in Floyd County, it is hard 
to go out and get a coach. I 
have a good staff to help me 
this year so I am looking 
forward to the challenge." 

The Rebels will come 
off a season that saw 
them go winless at 0-10 
and losers of their last 18 
games dating back to the 
'96 season, where they 
won the first two and lost 
eight straight. 

In order to rebuild the 
program, athletic direc
tor Dave Bowlin thought 
it best if the program did 
not compete for a district 
title this season, and con
centrate on re-establishing 
the program for the next 
three years. 

Last year's coach, Wes 
Halbert, was not hired back 
at Allen Central as a 
teacher. To keep the pro
gram alive, Spurlock 
offered to take it under his 
wings and there seems to be 
a lot of excitement this 
year. The coaching staff is 
the difference. Defensive 
tackle, Eric Combs, 
summed it up best. 

"We are actually think
ing we are going to be good 
this year," he said. "For 
once we don't have our 
heads down in the dirt." 

Getting the players to 
believe in themselves and 

forget the past two seasons, 
Coach Spurlock has issued 
the statement "let's have 
fun. 

"I think dropping out of 
the district is what we need- · 
ed," he said. "We needed to 
get our numbers up, get a 
few wins and make it fun. 
Maybe three years from 
now we can creep back in 
there." 

The Rebels 
start their sea
son at home on 

August 21 

Senior Jesse Hall returns 
at the quarterback slot, a 
position he held most of 
last season before giving 
way to freshman Brandon 
Sizemore. 

"Jesse is the first-string 
quarterback right now," 
said Spurlock. "He has the 
experience back there." 

While Hall threw a Jot of 
interceptions last year, 
Coach Spurlock thought it 
was because last year's 
Rebels were throwing too 
many deep patterns. 

"We are trying to do 
some quick passing," he 
explained. "He needs time 
to throw the football, and 
that is where our line is 
going to have to give that 
chance." 

Hall is 6'2" and will 
have little trouble seeing 
over the defense. 

"He's a big kid who can 
'run the option. He is tough 
and gets around the corner 
and can carry a couple of 
players with him," the first
year coach said. 

The backfield figures to 
be loaded this season, but 
the Rebels could be just a 

two-man gang behind the 
quarterback. Mark Dunfee 
figures to be one of those 
at the tailback. 

"We are going to be 
just a two-back field this 
year," said Dunfee. "We 
will have Rodney 
(Bentley) at fullback and 
he will be a blocking 
back." 

"Dunfee gives us good 
speed in the backfield. He 
ran a 11.4 in the 100 meters 
in the regional track meet," 
said Spurlock. "I have a 
(Brandon) Sizemore kid 
that is just behind him. He 
is one of the fastest players 
we have. Both of those will 
bring up the tailback slot. 

"Rodney, is a big kid and 
will be at fullback. Also we 
have Mark (Howard) and a 
freshman, D.J. Hoover, 
who will be seeing some 
time back there. This 
Hoover kid is a hoss to be 
just a freshman, but he is 
going to be a third stringer 
with Mark and Rodney in 
front of him. But we will 
have a heck of a backfield." 

(See REBELS, page five) 

THE ALLEN CENTRAL REBELS have dropped out of district competition for the 
upcoming football season, and will also have a new head coach in Kevin Spurlock. 
(photo by Ed Taylor) 
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