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At (was -invisible they}
‘were, for the mre was thick anhe ‘and the front part unbroken.

‘bent ‘fn under the burden that they
found there, the atill slight body of

& woman fn gold pajamas; the life-

les form of NoraHarriden.
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amd reap h déstiny.‘Al men: consider (ele rights with
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‘Lelia Seton, young and beautiful and
ton paintings, is commissione

to go over thé “$llection of paintings
i th home ‘of t wealthy Kellers in
New York, where a party.is in progress.
From her window_she-witnesses s-min
in anothér room strike a woman. Short:

ly after Mrs. Keller sends up word, ask-
ing her to join.the party at dinner.

astil dres oes down.

sated between Mr, Deck, a criti¢,
and Mon Mitchell, a noted’ lawyer

Introductions follow. ‘There are Mr.

Harriden, Miss Letty ‘Van Alstyn, Mrs.

rane, Mis, Watkins and Princo and
Princess Rancini, guests. -Leila_ finds

ghe te takin the place of Nore Harri-
iden leaves the table,

is Hreturns short “Deck, at

to run up and see bis wife.
eoog repor the absence of N

trot

|

pa hidin Ame a, -maic
eeing Deck near Nora’

HASTING |;

n. Hari
and aiitc eevln b bas 5606 90);

It couldn&#3 berea 1 felt, It wlike some scene in a dreadfut pla
‘These ‘couldn&# ‘he real people; thi
wasn&# a real death...

. .. It didn’t
seem possible. t

~

Harriden
could be dead; my impression of her

vitality, of her exultant allveness, was

so intense that I could not bring my-
selt_to believe in her death, Not

till had tooked on her face.
I saw the thin, shatp-curve of the

reddened lips, Ilke little knife-blades,

|

and_thou ap of ms_ for
wes

triump ttle mouth, ma ‘to ex
ultaiTh were kneeling a

feeling-her pulse, her bod
She lay in those -incongruoua& gold

pajanias, one: slim silken foot bare of
its shining slipper, on a sofa in th
ball, uhtil the ductor came,

No bones were broken, he réported
the bushes had eased her fall. But
over her ear was a ghastly wound
with the blood dried abong If and dark
stains. on her temple.

“Struck on something hard,” he said

about her,

is volce, us he phrased: that slid
into a consolatory ‘cadence, H was

looking-up at the husband, who stood
‘motionless beside him, his head slight-|
ly-bent. “T could not’ see his face; his
hands were -clenche at the sides “E|&
felt suddenly ‘ queer pity for’ those
hiands—I wondered if one of thenr

had infeed struck -out at that adored
woman ~#ho. had infuriated him go
much,

And the I. thon again that It

Nearer the house the branches had|

bou for his wife& gol

_Harride marched to the closet door,,|.

He seemed to

,
it’s blood,” he sald as If no

else&# wor could be accepted.
I glanced about for Alan Deck, He

was not in the room; he had not fol-
lowéa when’we had troop like sheep

|

after Harrides and- dead-wife, Per-

ha the sight of Nora in Hurriden’s
arms, . . .

I was grateful that he

Was spared the sight of. Nor Harr
den&# blood on tier closet, floor,

&quot; puts a New “complexio on It,
said Keller. His words seemed Incon-

gruous, but his tone did full justice

[to

the terrible gravityrae

tion, He turned directly to Harriden. |
“That blood ‘In the closet — that

came before she went oyt the window,
‘This ‘dowsn& look an accid Dan,
Some one got in here, Some thug—

His eyes turned to the window,

suppos that way is possible,” he sgid
grudgingly, “though how any one

Feonld get in the grounds— suppose
he was after her Jewelry, He got in,

thinking the room eimpty,. went to, her

closet to rummage, and she jumped off
the bed after him—she had plenty of

pluek.”
He’ pause an the assenting un

dertone of murmur, about bim cont
firmed Nora Harriden’s pluck. “Then,”
sald Keller, “he struck her and flung
her out,

Keller&#3 next questi go eminent-

iy that of- the practi man, seemed

iden of hav-

CHAPTER I—Continued

|.
1 could only stand and stare, gripped

in

a

horribl uncertainty. 1 could not
swear ‘that th figure in the window

had been his, But it was in her-
and-if not hée—-

|

Very stlifly I sald: “I certainly saw

man&#3 figure In that room, and saw

him strike a womsn, The curtains
|

were not drawn, and he was standing
In_the window. :

An odd shiver ran across

face. &qu was like a tre
dee, I thought; an

as tellrmed, “He

‘said, through lips that seemed to: be

enuntiating with painfulness :

-|-no means ‘of knowin who-wasIn my
‘wife&# room before I came up.”

KILE INSE
ON FLOWE FRUITS

|

WESTE

&amp;

E SH

Deck, though I know I was asking my-
selfif it had been he in that room,

‘he who had slapped that wouias, the

‘plunged ot

ter, reproachful brooding.
could

u

his eyes, then. I

rinati sei
un as

b je—all
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I
could understand his agony of eager-
tesa to see her again, at once—his
message he had tried to send by me:
_;- no steps,

{—it-war-att-acm: ‘tome, -but-1)

“my tongue out

bef I ch blur out -my abgry

seek cama —y--rescue,
“All this is getting us -

petty. rows don’t matter. The que
tion 1a ‘where has Nora, one to?
Since ahe-haen’t change her clothes,

f ae probably somewher about, and
iggest we-go out and help the men’ne

are looking.”
‘The men trooped off &quo coats

against the chill of th Oétober night.
and we women were left together.
had a feeling that [ wag In disgrace,

dangerous interloper who might ex-

plode at any moment with more shat-

tering bombs of revelation.

Suddenly Mrs, Crane said, In her
2

‘A bandit couldn&#3

ossibly have got-in here, could he,
‘arrie—in the window and carried her

sounds fantastic,&q said Mrs.

“Well It&# been done.”

“T*dan&#3 think that’s possible. Look
and see for yourself,” sald her sister
and they came to the window, I has.

tened to help undo the bolts, and op-
ened the wide casement. We all
looked out in turn, the crisp alr strik-

ing sharply on our bare shoulders and

arms, I liked the shiver of It; It
seemed to speak of clarit and reality,
after all this pother of domestic brawls

and a vanished woman, One by one

we three craned our heads over the
edge; examining the scanty stone sill,

“It. doesn’t look possible,&q Mrs,
Crane admitted. “He might have
used a ladder though — those thugs
manage anything.”
“That&#39; too fantastic,” sald Mrs.

Keller again, She added dryly; “You
find Nora is safe in New York, enJoy-
mg the powwow, ..

.

I shall never

forgive her—treating me like this.”
Down below us, we could hear the

voices of some of the men returning.
“They haven&#3 found her,” sald Mrs.

Crane, drawing in her head, “I expect
Pll get a cold in my nose for this.”

took one more look out, down at

that group of men; and so It was I
who saw first what there was to see—

down in the checker of shade In the
shrubbery directly beneath the win-
dow. Something half bidde teint,
Ughtish blur.

I sald excitedly: “Mrs, Keller—
isn’t there something there??- And I
drew back for her to.look,

.

She called sharply down to the men:
“Look there—in the shrubbery—under

the wintow, Ther ls something—*

TT

|

ft_to the gallery later, t bit
|

Pintghttiave been ata Teck,
the husband would rather- the
onus of that blo upo himself tha

these people shou e little of casua
-Intimacies.

‘A conférence was gol on, heard
Harriden’s voice we in his grim,
unshaken tones: th probably want-

ed more nie tie to opengthe. win-
dow wider, and was dizzy— taken
headache stuff—and, fell.”

“Oh, an accident, undoubtedly,” sald&
Kelle in his convincing, everyday
yolga,. «&gt;

L heard: the doctor. assentin
a feeling that he would assent po-

litely - ere these_plutocratic cli-&
enta  dictated—with bi ow pecyucrrat

“She was there on th bed when you
came io. wasn&# she, Dan ‘Mrs. Kel-

had

lerTh ‘iab hesitated. “T :conldn’t
be. sure. ‘The room wag dark, and I

assumed she was still on the bed
sleeping,..s0-didi’t_speak.* «H added,
with positiveness now::.“Sbe was there
‘when I went down. When I caiie~tn

to see her after ha dressed—that
was at elght, or a’ little after—she
said her head ached, and she want-
ed nothing sent up. I rang: for the
maid and told her not to come in to

do anything tn the room—that Mrs,
“Harriden wanted complete rest.

aout remember whether Mrs. Harri-
den sal anything fe to you ‘or.

ry 000, “alr,” pee “It waso 3 ‘w at. the door.”
“But you sAw her there on the bed.”
“Why, .yes, sir,” sald Anson, a little

isedly. “ could see through the
You sort of whispered to me.

|

You #aid she was asleep.
“Did 17 sald Harriden wearily. “I

forget—I think she&# turned over. and

wanted to sleep. And I don’t:remem-
bet whether the window was open or.

not. suppose it was a litt
A

window open when you came up?”
“Why, yes, ma&#39; it was.” sald An-

son promptly.: “I remember. the room

felt chily, so I closed and locked it.”
Whether Nora Harriden had gone

out that sindow before her husband
looked in, or just afterward, Jt had all

happened while we were sitting down
there ‘about that dinner-table, eating
and drinkin and uttering our banall-
tles.

There was more talk, remember;
and then Nora’ Harriden was carrled
upstairs. Her husband: carried her,
her bare arms drooping over his big
shoulders, her blood-stained head lke

a child’s asleep on him, and téok her
to.the ved I had seen waiting.

Then Mrs. Keller, practical in all
stress, sald sbruptlyy “Look here, Dan

I want you to take charge of her
She went to the closet. “If

the responsibil Take them in your
room,” she said, and stepp quickly
inside,

The next Instant she gave a queer,
muffled cry and came stumbling out.

“Quick—somebody—come! she sald

Incolierently,
And then, in a thin yoice of hor-

ror: “It&#3 blood! I stepped in itr”
Mrs, Crane, caught hold of her and

we all stood about, staring down at
the fade green slipper she lifted, at
the wet, dark stain on the séle. The
princess gave a little cry, and Keller
and the doctor burried Into tit closet,
Harriden stood rigid by his wifl bed.

Then both men came backing ovt,
and Keller was holding up a fore-

fing dark-stalned and sticky.
“It&#3 blood all right,” be said,
‘The doetor, looking down at his own

finger, nodded affirmatively, Every one
stood staring at them-a moment then
fluttered forward to that open closet
door and I went with them. The Nght

“Its Bioadi*
to me shocking In ite immediate con
.cern for material things.

« “Better see if anything&#3 missing,”
he_advised briskly. “See -1f-he got
away with anything.”

Harriden did not stir.
“What the devil does it matter?” he

growled. He looked half savage with
paln, at bay against the world.

for spoke’ up persuasively,
|

“The man

wha “h done this— Glaneing toward
the ‘still figure on the bed he hesit

,e Even i the presence of: death
‘the word murder had an Incredible

aua in that house,
‘Every moment is of valu he

urged. “Any jewel taken would be a

clue, Ui you& can bring yours
to it, Mr, Harriden

Harriden gave him a. glanc of cal
contefipt; az if for the imputation of

weakness, and like a man suddénly
waking moved forward: know
where she put the box.& he said, as

Keller wade to anticipate him, to save

him the sight of that dark pool, and
he went into the. closet,

Harriden&#39; bulk filled the doorway
when he moved forward, gingerly,
stopped and fumbled, I remember
Mrs, Crane&#3 saying in a low tone to

Keller, “Hadn& you better telephone
the lodge—have them keep a sharp
look-out?” and his telling her to do

dt She was just moving away from

the phone whet Harriden came out of
the closet, bearing a morocco-coreret
box. “It’s locked, all right,” he re-

uf its locked there can&# be
anythi missing—the thiet wouldn&#3
lock {t up again,” Mrs. Keller mur-

mured,

“We might open it, anyway, to make
sure,” said Keller. “Do you know
where the key 15?”

“She kept it somewhere
dressing case.”

Harriden went to a small green

dressing case whose opening lid
showed fittIngs of green enamel set in

gold, lovely, luxurious fittings that any
woman&#3 heart would envy, and began
Rambling about in ft. don’t know
why I watched his strong, blunt fin-

gera so closely. They seemed to fas-

cinate me, I felt so deadly sorry for

them, in the work they had to do. Once
he paused and his face had a queer,

arrested, look; ,I remember thlaklng
that some especially inftmate posses-
ston of his wife&#3 had touched some

chord of deep and bitter remembrance.
He swept his fingers back and forth

over the allk for a moment as if he
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VISIT US FOR BETTER VALUES—
Anderson Dep Store
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