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When A Guard Rail 
Is Something Else 

Memorial 
edication 

Set July 4 
Perkins To Speak, 
Army Units Slated 
For Participation 

When the Floyd County War Memorial is 
dedicated July 4 at Archer Park here, 
Congressman Carl D. Perkins and units of 
the U. S. Army will join residents of the 

_county in paying !ribute to the county's war 

Announcing dedication plans last week, 
Mayor George P. Archer said a special 
invitation to attend is being given to all 
relatives and friends of the war dead whose 
names will appear on the memorial. 

Congressman Perkins will deliver the 
dedicatory address, and brief remarks will 
be made by Mayor Archer and represen
tatives of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 
American Legion, AMVETS and Disables 
Veterans. 

A helicopter gunship such as those in 
action in Vietnam will have a part in the 
program, landing at the park and during 
the dedication hovering over the scene. The 
194th Armored Brigade at Ft. Knox will 

a color guard and drill team for a part 
in the exercises. Flags of all the 50 states 
will fly as a part of the permanent War 
Memorial scene, and at the conclusion of 
the dedication these will be lowered as the 
American flag is raised. Taps and a gun 
salute by the Ft. Knox Army contingent will 
follow. 

The Betsy Layne high school band will 
play both before and after the 
Congressman's speech. 

The War Memorial has been completed 
at a cost of approximately $40,000 and has 
been financed through public subscription. 
The bronze plaque which will be unveiled at 
the ceremony bears the names of 250 or 
more of this county who died in Worl Wars I 
and II and in Korea and Vietnam. 

The dedication program will begin at 1 
p.m. The only other planned feature for 
July 4 is the annual fireworks display 
scheduled late in the day. 

Gas-Coal Clash 
Seen in Action 

Surface mining for coal and its alleged 
damages to one of the area's largest 
producers and suppliers of natural gas 
resu!ted in legal action here last week. 

The Kentucky West Virginia Gas Com
pany sought and procured from Circuit 
Judge Hollie Conley a court order 
restraining the Marco Coal Co., Harry 
Martin, Kenneth Tschudy and Frank Chitti 
from interfering with the gas company in 
maintaining its pipeline system by 
removing it or covering it with spoil banks. 

The court order was issued last Friday 
after the gas company had alleged the coal 
operation had interfered with Kentucky 
West Virginia's operation of a producing 
gas well and the lease on which it is located 
and with the transportation of gas. 

The well in question is on the lease 
procured by the gas company from the late 
A. L. and Melvina Martin, near Drift. In 
addition to one producing gas well, a 
pipeline from the well to the gas tran
sportation system is involved. 
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Discovery of Conley's Body 
Poses 2nd Murder Mystery 
[court HouseHappening:J 

SUITS FILED 
Suette Hall Patterson vs. Denton Pat

terson. Deborah Martin vs. Carl Ray 
Martin. Clyde Griffey vs. Island Creek Coal 
Co. Thelma Clark vs. R B. Clark. Sterling 
Hamilton, etal. vs. Mahala Tackett, et al.. 
Ernest Keene, Jr. vs. Helen Hall Keene. 
John R. Connelly vs. Marvin Rice. Betty 
Bennett Walker vs. Frank Walker. Eula 
Hall vs. McKinley Hall. Encyclopedia 
Britannica vs. Frank Gray. Kentucky 
West Virginia Gas Co. vs. Marco Coal Co. 
Kathy Little vs. James N. Little, Jr. Nova 
Lee Crum vs. Billy Crum. Sally Osborne vs. 
Johnny M. Osborne. Ruth Blair vs. Bruce 
Blair. Earl Martin vs. Otis Martin. 

MARRIAGE LICENSES 
Ronnie H. Williams, 19, and Patsy Ruth 

Tackett, 19, both of Drift. 

Latest Murder 
Believed Linked 
With First Crime 

State and county officers this week were 
engaged in attempting to solve a second 
murder mystery in the Right Beaver Creek 
section after the discovery last Wednesday 
afternoon of the bullet-riddled body of 
James Clayton Conley, 35, of Hindman, in 
an isolated area of Steele's Creek, near 
Wayland. 

The first puzzling slaying was that of 
Deputy Sheriff Lawrence Conley who was 
killed at Garrett April 12 by two shtogun 
blasts. 

Investigating officers are almost 
unanimous in the belief that there is a 
direct link between the two murders. "Find 
the killer of one, and you've solved both 
cases," said one. 

Although a guard rail along the Mountain Parkway, near here, 
penetrated from end to end the Volkswagen driven by Lonnie 
Taulbee, of Magoffin county, Monday afternoon, the driver required 
only emergency treatment at the Prestonsburg General Hospital for 
multiple cuts and soon was on his way home. Police said Taulbee 
apparently fell asleep at the wheel. He was the only occupant of the 
car and escaped death by a matter of inches. 

Anderson Is Jailed 
On Kin's Complaint; 
Others Are Booked 

Leonard Anderson, of Left Beaver Creek, 
was arrested Saturday by Deputy Sheriff 
Ralph Howell and booked at the county jail 
here on charges of assault and battery, 
attempt to kill and threatening to bomb his 
sister's house. 

EDWARD C. MUSIC 

Music Honored 
By Publication 

By Henry P. Scalf 
Edward C. Music, Prestonsburg 

businessman and civic leader, was honored 
recently with the distinction of being 
selected to appear in the 1972 Personalities 
of the South, a book listing a select group of 
Southern citizens whose achievements are 
worthy to be noted. 

The body of James Clayton Conley was 
found about 4:30p.m. last Wednesday by 
Boone Bentley while Bentley was en route 
to his garden in the head of Steele's Creek. 
The slaying had taken place on a dead-end 
dirt road which leads off the Wayland
Sizemore road at a point near where the 
main road begins the ascent of the 
mountain. The scene of the crime is ap
prozimately 200 feet from the junction of 
the two roads. 

r • 
t This Town ... That World1 
~ - ~ 

What is so rare as a day in June when the 
temperature reaches 50? 

AN EVENT IN 
Comes now Henry P. Scalf to tell the 

story of the truckdriver who is still shaking 
his head in disbelief after getting turned up 
Mare Creek by a detour sign which 
somebody had turned in the wrong direc
tion. 

This was one of those huge 60-foot-long 
trailer-tractor jobs, and the driver was a 
stranger in what he now swears is a strange 
land. The farther up Mare Creek's narrow, 
twisting road he drove, the less he thought 
of his chances of emerging onto the main 
highway again. Finally, as he approached 
the Scalf residence, he stopped to recon
noiter and learned that the road headed up 
in the head of the creek against a high 
mountain. There was a garden just off the 

(See Story 5, Back Page, Sec. 1) 

(Photo by Darrel J. Conley) 

Court Orders 
Three To End 
Mine Stoppage 

Sterling Hamilton, who was penalized 
last week by Franklin circuit court order 
for alleged damage created by his mining 
operations on Mud Creek, was at the same 
time seeking an order from the Floyd 
circuit court to restrain three Mud Creek 
residents from stopping the operations of 
his mine and coal trucks on Hollybush 
Branch of Big Mud. 

The action was filed by Hamilton and his 
wife, Olga, as owners of the surface land 
where his mine operates, and by B. F. Reed 
and wife as owners of the coal which 
~amilton was mining under lease. 

Circuit Judge Hollie Conley issued a 
restraining order last Tuesday, forbidding 
the defendants, Mahala, Sterling and 

(See Story 6, Back Page, Sec.1) 

Other arrests, charges alleged and 
names of arresting officers: 

Crit Butler, drunk driving and no 
operator's license, by State Trooper Gary 
Rose; Charlie Prater, reckless use of a 
deadly weapon and assault and battery, by 
Deputy Sheriffs Claude Flanery and Otto 
Fannin; Hubert Lawson, drunk driving and 
no operator's license, by State Troopers 
Hutchinson and Hall; Berlin Jacobs, drunk 
driving and no operator's license, by 

(See Story 3, Back Page, Sec.1) 

The book in which Music's biography will 
appear is published by the American 
Biographical Institute, Raleigh, North 
Carolina. Inclusion in the book is deter
mined by the institution's executive board 
from nominations submitted by businesses, 
civic clubs and educational organizations. 

(See Story No.1, Page 3) 

Mine Operator on M11d Creek 
To Pay Fines for 'Punch' Damage 

The Franklin circuit court last week safeguards provided in the state's new 
ordered Sterling Hamilton, Mud Creek stripmine reclamation law, pending the 
mine operator, to pay fines totaling $1,700 drafting and approval of regulations to 
for strip-mining without a permit, to post a enforce it. 

Coroner James J. Carter said Conley had 
been dead from 48 to 72 hours, but in
vestigators have placed Tuesday night as 
the time of death. Conley had been shot in 
his head five times, and four of the bullets 
were recovered from the ground where he 
lay. These four bullets, officers say, en
tered his head in a small area surrounding 
the ear. The fifth bullet which entered the 
back of his head did not emerge. The 
slayer's gun was a .38 Special revolver, it is 
known, but the weapon has not been 
recovered. 

Conley's car had been left by him at 
Garrett service station, and this helped fix 
the time of the slaying. 

An atmosphere of fear has settled down 
on the Garrett-Wayland area because of the 
two slayings, and residents are slow to talk 
with officers. State Detective Chester D. 
Potter said Tuesday morning that the State 
Police have no statement to make relative 
to the last slaying at this time. His 
statement was made during a conference in 
the office of Commonwealth's Attorney 
Harold J. Stumbo with Mr. Stumbo, State 

(See Story 4, Back Page, Sec.1) 

72-Year-Old Man Jailed Here 

$3,200 performance bond to insure Both federal and state laws governing 
reclamation of mined areas and to relocate deep mining are concerned with safety 
or clean a section of Mud Creek which has alone with no consideration for aesthetics 
allegedly suffered heavy siltation from his or the environmnet. 
operations. "I have reservations about punch-

The court action was instituted by the mining," Beach said in a telephone in
state Division of Reclamation in a crack- terview. "Maybe it should be 'permitted' 
down on what it terms "punch mining." like strip mines." 

Shoe Company 
Host to 6-700 In W. P'burg Slaying of Wife, 58 

The division agreed to dismiss its suit after Beach said his division will observe such 

After she had told a policeman not to 
attempt to enter the house, inside which 
was her husband, armed with a revolver, 
Mrs. Laura Spradlin Robinette, 58, was 
shot and fatally wounded at West Prestons
burg Saturday afternoon by her husband, 
72-year-old Mont Robinette. 

Moments later, Robinette appeared at 
the doorway to the home to fire one shot at 
the officer, Policeman Darrel J. Conley, 
who said the man snapped twice again at 
him on empty cylinders. 

The .22-ealibre bullet which struck Mrs. 
Robinette entered the right breast and 
passed through her lung, spleen and kid
ney. The shooting took place at 3:30 p.m., 
and Mrs. Robinette died at the Prestons
burg General Hospital, about an hour later. 

The accused man, meanwhile, had been 
examined at the hospital after having 
uustained a hand cut in a struggle with the 
policeman, and had been taken to jail. His 
examining trial will be heid in Prestons
burg police court this week, possibly 
Friday. 

Policeman Conley gave this description 
of the shooting and subsequent events: 

When he went to the door of the Robinette 
home, at the rear of Foley's Store, Mrs. 
Robinette appeared to tell him her husband 
was drunk, had a gun and had been 
shooting inside the house. She asked him 
not to attempt to come inside. 

"Robinette then came to the door, stuck 
his pistol out and asked me what I wanted. I 
asked for the pistol. He said, 'No,' waved 
the gun at me and went back inside. Then 
one shot was fired and I heard Mrs. 
Robinette cry, 'Oh, Jimmy, he has shot 
me!" 

(Jimmy is the 15-year-old adopted son of 
the couple.) 

The wounded woman came to the door, 
and Conley said he took her to the police 
cruiser where Chief of Police Bill Potter 
waited. Chief Potter took her to the 
hospital, and Conley said he returned to the 
house and smashed a window in the hope 
Conley would come outside. Robinette 
came to the door and fired one shot at 
Conley, the officer said. Conley replied with 
a single shot and the hammer of 
Robinette's gun clicked twice on empty 
shells, Conley said. 

The policeman said that when the man 
turned back into the house he followed and 
succeeded in subduing him after a struggle. 

Conley said Robinette did not appear to 
realize what had happened. He said a 

breathalizer test administered the elderly Hamilton agreed to pay the fines, post bond combination mining operations in the Between 600 and 700 persons were guests 
man registered 12 points. The officer added and do work indicated by the order. The future to see that coal is not strip-mined of the U · S. Shoe Corporation Saturday 
that he counted four bullet holes inside the order also specified that he is to establish under the guise of punch-mining, deep when the company was host to open house 
Robinette home. silt control facilities, remove spoil stacked mining, or any of several operations that at its Prestonsburg Shoe Company plant. 
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on ey pra m, o enver, o nson maintain drainage control in the mine- e envtronmen a unpac ts e same 

county, and the late Sanford Spradlin. She disturbed area to the satisfaction of the regardless of what you call it," Beach said. employees took guests on tours of the plant. 
was first married to Moses Spradlin, who division. Beach and the division filed a similar suit Visitors also were guests to refreshments 

died in 1952. She was a member of the ("Punch mining" is described as the in Perry Circuit court in February served throughout the day· 
U ·t d B t· t Ch h h · th t 11 d h · · t Guests were told that the Prestonsburg 

m e ap ts urc · process of using deep-mining equipment to c argmg a a so-ea e ousmg prOJeC -
d ht Mr t 11 t · · Th d" · · factory is perhaps the most modern and 
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H t Ratl.ff f Bar tts Cr k d M di · d th t ·t 1 "th t It· best-equipped of its kind in the world. Their 

es er 1 , o ne ee , an rs. augers or other automatic equipment being sm1sse a sm a so, Wl ou pena 1es 
K W bb C l b 0 d d ted t th 1 t · t f tours over the 60,000 square feet of floor 

Anna . e , o urn us, . ; an a op used to penetrate the stripmine high wall.) o e coa opera ors, m re urn or an 
son, James Roy Robinette, West Prestons- agreement by the 3 T Coal Co. of Hazard, to space acquainted them with the more than 
burg; three brothers, Virgil Spradlin, of Buddy A. Beach, acting director of the clean up the operation. 150 separate hand operations involved in 

La d N Ar ld S dl. f division and plaintiff in the suit, said the the making of a pair of shoes and traced the 
ncer, an orman no pra m, 0 d t The Harnt"lton mt'ne, a hillst"de operatt'on 

Oh. th · te M Arv' F · hild f division file the ac ion after concluding work of manufacture from the cutting room 
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La M Do W d d Mr An at Hamil on a s rip-mme coa at e to the finished product in t e pac ng 
ncer, rs. ra ar an s. na mine regardless of his use of the technical anti-strip-mining effort in April after heavy department. 

Mae Blair • both of Denver; one t rat'ns left a sectt'on of Mud Creek below the · · 
t th tep-d ht d · ht term, "punch mine." Beach said the cour U. S. Shoe was founded in Cincinnab m 

s epson, ree s aug ers an etg mine devastated with silt and rock. ' 
grandchildren. action represents a stronger view by the 1931 and has become one of the country s 

Funeral rites were conducted at 11 a.m. division of the little-understood-and little- Frank Ashley, Courier-Journal reporter, leading shoe manufacturers, operating 
Tuesday from the Barnetts Creek United controlled method of mining. wrote: "Trees, rock and soil had eroded upwards of 30 manufacturing facilities. 
Baptist Church, and burial was made in Although punch mining involves massive into Mud Creek, pushing the creek from its Here, the company employs about 350 
Highland Memorial Park, Staffordsville, surface distrubance to uncover the coal as channel in places and narrowing its natural persons, produces almost a million pairs of 

under direction of the Paintsville Funeral in strip-mining, punch-mining is not at floodplain." shoes a year and has an annual payroll of 
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Ex-Miner's D. D. Could Mean 7Joing Daily' 
A forrner Floyd county coal miner whose 

formal education ended with graduation in 
1950 from McDowell high school was 
recently honored by Midwestern Baptist 
College and Seminary, Pontiac, Mich., with 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

The man so honored is 41-year-old 
Russell Anderson whose success in the 
business world has been overshadowed by 
his work in the area of the human spirit, 
although he is the millionaire owner of four 
large businesses in Ypsilanti, Michigan. 

"Never a week goes by that he doesn't 
win someone .to Jesus Christ," Mrs. An
derson told The Times last week. 

The affairs and cares of his businesses 
are enough to keep two men busy, but he 
spends an average of five nights a week in 
what he simply describes as "the Lord's 
work," and travels almost every week to 
speak in churches across the United States. 

Immediately after his graduation from 
McDowell high school, Russell Anderson 
went into the coal mines, working with his 
father, the late Ralph Anderson, till 1954 
when he went to Michigan. 

In Ypsilanti he got a job with a drywall 
contractor, later buying into the business 
and in 1957 buying his partner's interest. A 
year later, he married the former Maxine 

Ramsey, a native of Middlesboro, Ky. 
"I already was a Christian; Russell was 

not," Mrs. Anderson said. "But in 1959 my 
husband was converted. He began tithing 
and learned a wonderful thing-that the 
more he gave, the more the Lord gave 
back. 

In 1960 Anderson was practically wiped 
out when a building contracfor went 
bankrupt. When he had paid all his debts he 
had $2,000 left. But he never ceased to tithe, 
started all over again, and now, 12 years 
later, owns not only his drywall contracting 
enterprise but also the Russell Anderson 
Apartments numbering several hundred in 
Ypsilanti, Anderson Materials and the 
Anderson Trucking Company. 

"It all was something beyond his own 
ability,'' Mrs . Anderson says. 

Although Mr. Anderson's formal 
education ended at McDowell, he is an avid 
student of the Bible. "He rises early every 
morning and spends two hours in Bible 
study before going to his office," his wife 
said. 

When he conferred on the Floyd native 

the honorary Doctor of Dvinity degree, 
May 28, Dr. Tom Malone, president of 
Midwestern Baptist College, told the An
derson story in these words : 

"Only a few times in a lifetime do you 
find a man who is not a preacher, not a 
theologian, but a great student of the 
Scriptures, not an educator but a wise 
hwnan being, not a pastor but a personal 
worker supreme whose main business is 
soul-winning. Although he owns and 
operates four large businesses, grossing 
several million dollars last year, he spends 
on the average of five nighq each week out 
in the Lord's work and travels nearly every 
week throughout the United States, to 
preach in churches. Through God's 
sovereign grace he has become not just a 
millionaire whose dollars are dedicated to 
God, but a man whose desire is to see other 
souls come to know Jesus Christ as their 
personal Saviour." 

Mr. Anderson resides at 350 Clubview 
Drive, Ypsilanti, Michigan, with his wife 
and three ~aughters. His mother, Mrs. 
Clovia Anderson, resides at Allen. 
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