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Three Floyd County teams 

compete in Ohio Valley 

Regional tournaments

1B

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Two women suff ered serious injuries and were airlifted for emergency care on 

Tuesday after a wreck on Arkansas Creek. Floyd County Sheriff ’s Department 

Sgt. Kevin Shepherd said it appears the women were traveling out of Arkansas 

Creek when the vehicle left the road, spun around, veered over an embankment 

and hit a tree.

Wreck injures 
two on 

Arkansas Creek
A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 

TI MES STAFF REPORT 

Two Floyd County 
women were transported 
via helicopter for emer-
gency medical care fol-
lowing a wreck Tuesday 
that occurred on Arkan-
sas Creek.

Floyd County Sher-

iff ’s Department Sgt. 
Kevin Shepherd and Dep-
uty Justin Szymchack are 
continuing the investiga-
tion into the single-ve-
hicle wreck, which oc-
curred at around 4 p.m. 
on July 31. 

Shepherd reported 

See WRECK, Page 3A

Rescue squad radio 

auction underway

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

The Floyd County Emergency and Rescue Squad started its annual radio auction on Wednes-

day with more than 550 items that had been donated for the fundraiser. Volunteers expect more 

items to be donated during the auction, which is being broadcast on Q95 FM, beginning at 6 p.m. 

Friday, and beginning at noon on Saturday.

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER 

The Floyd County Emer-
gency and Rescue Squad’s 
annual radio auction is under-

way. 
The event — the squad’s 

biggest annual fundraiser —  
started on Aug. 1 and contin-
ues until all items are sold on 
Aug. 4. Broadcasts will start at 

6 p.m. on Aug. 3 and noon on 

Aug. 4 on WQHY Radio (95.5) 

in Prestonsburg.

Squad volunteers kicked 

See AUCTION, Page 2A

BOE 
surplus 

property 
sales 

approved
BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER 

The Kentucky Department 
of Education approved selling 
three Floyd County Schools 
District properties appraised 
for more than $1 million for 
$61,000. 

On July 27, the KDE ap-
proved the sales of Osborne 
Elementary, the old Allen 
grade school and the old 
maintenance building in Al-
len for the collective total 
of $61,300. Superintendent 
Danny Adkins said Thursday 
that the district ’s new at tor-
ney John Earl Hunt is drafting 
the agreements to fi nalize the 
sales. 

“The agreements, once 
they are completed and 
signed and the deeds have 

See SALES, Page 8A

Allen mourns loss 
of assistant clerk
BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER 

The Allen community is 
mourning the loss of a longtime 
resident who worked with the 
city government there.

Bill Parsons, 84, died on 

July 27 at his residence in Allen. 
The husband of Judith Elder 

Parsons, he previously served 
in several roles in city govern-
ment in Allen, including time he 
spent as a water commissioner 
and former city clerk — roles in 

Property value 
assessment decreases 

again in Floyd
BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER

Property values have de-

creased for the second consec-

utive year in Floyd County, and 

that decrease may require tax-
ing districts to increase tax rates 
in order to generate the same 
amount of revenue.

Floyd County Property 

See VALUE, Page 8ASee LOSS, Page 9A



Health inspections 
released in Floyd

A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 
TI MES STAFF REPORT

The Floyd County 
Health Department re-
leased scores given to lo-
cal businesses in its most 

recent health inspections 
this week. They include: 

Weeksbury Trading 
Post:  score, 95; viola-
tions: 3

Lake Drive Pizza: 
score, 86; violations: 7;  
critical violations: 2

Appalachian Meats:  
score, 98; violations: 2

Martin Senior Citi-
zens: score, 97; viola-
tions: 3

McDonalds, Martin:  
score, 99; violations: 1 

Quick Mart # 1, Ky. 
321: score, 95; violations: 
5

Speedway, Prestons-
burg: score, 97; viola-
tions: 4

Food City, Prestons-
burg: score, 94; viola-
tions: 5

Subway, Allen: score, 
98; violations: 1

RediMart, Garret t:  
score, 91; violations: 6

Save a Lot, Prestons-

burg: score, 93; viola-
tions 5

Gas Mart:  score, 94; 
violations: 4

Adkins Kwik Stop: 
score, 92; violations: 4

Pig in a Poke: score, 
91; violations: 5

Subway, McDowell:  
score, 97; violations: 2

Dollar General, Mc-
Dowell:  score, 98; viola-
tions: 3

Maddy’s Pizza, 
Hueysville:  score: 98; vi-
olations: 2

Wayland Quick Mart:  
score: 90; violations: 8;  
critical violations: 1

Campbell’s Grocery:  
score, 93; violations: 5

Save a Lot, Martin:  
score, 92; violations: 5

Quick Mart # 9, Ky. 
114: score, 94; violations, 
4

Stone Crest Grill:  
score, 93; violations: 4
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Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Photographer Allen Bolling of A.B. Pro-Photo donated three guitars for this 

year’s Floyd County Emergency and Rescue Squad radio auction, signed by mu-

sicians who have performed in local venues. These guitars are autographed by 

Brad Paisley, who wrote “Stay County,” Pam Tillis, who recently performed at the 

Mountain Arts Center, and bluegrass musician Larry Sparks.

off the radio auction with 
about 550 items that 
had been donated, and 
they expect to see more 
items donated during the 
event. 

As usual, the list of 
items to be sold at this 
auction is varied. In addi-
tion to dozens of gift cards 
from local businesses and 
restaurants, volunteers 
will also be auctioning off 
everything from toys to 
furniture. 

Photographer Allen 
Bolling of A.B. Pro-Photo 
donated three guitars for 
this year’s Floyd Coun-
ty Emergency and Res-
cue Squad radio auction, 
signed by musicians who 
have performed in local 
venues. These guitars 
are autographed by Brad 
Paisley, who wrote “Stay 

County,” Pam Tillis, who 
recently performed at the 
Mountain Arts Center, and 
bluegrass musician Larry 
Sparks.

Tim Cooley, who re-
tired from 16 years of 
service as captain of the 
squad in January, also 
donated several items for 
this year’s radio auction. 
He built a wooden bench 
decorated with the squad’s 
emblem, a chair painted 
as Darth Vader from Star 
Wars and two wooden 
planters to help the squad 
raise money this year. 

Prestonsburg resident 
Carolyn Ford donated a 
large water fountain for 
this year’s auction, and 
other items include hand-
crafted lures by JD Lures, 
and a basketball signed 
by the University of Ken-
tucky’s 2015 team, which 
was donated by Rodney 
Nelson. 

Layne’s Ace Hardware 

is continuing its tradition 
of donating the door prize 
for the auction, a Pergo-
la-style grill gazebo. The 
squad is also raffl ing off 
a Henry Golden Boy 22 
Long Rifl e that will be giv-
en away on the last day of 
the auction. Tickets are $5 
for entry into that contest. 

People interested in 
bidding on items that are 
to be sold during the auc-
tion may call, (606) 886-
8881, during the broad-
cast or they can visit the 
squad on Cliff Road to 
view the items and bid on 
them in person. 

Donations may be 
dropped off at the squad 
at 132 Cliff Road in Pres-
tonsburg or mailed to:  
Floyd County Emergency 
and Rescue Squad, P.O. 
681, Prestonsburg, Ken-
tucky 41653. For more in-
formation, call, (606) 886-
8114.

AUCTION
Continued From Page 1A

Pikeville Police: Man 
had meth, more than 
100 pills at Walmart

AN APPALACHI AN  NEWSPAPERS

STAFF REPORT

A Floyd man who was at tempt-
ing to claim a lost wallet with a large 
amount of cash inside of it was ar-
rested at Walmart in Pikeville Tues-
day morning after offi cers with the 
Pikeville Police Department were 
called to verify his identity and al-
legedly located him with an amount 
of methamphetamine 
and a large number of 
prescription pills.

According to the cita-
tion in the case, Walmart 
associates called the PPD 
near 2 a.m. Tuesday in 
reference to an allegedly 
intoxicated male, iden-
tifi ed as Gregory Phillip 
Chaffi ns, 42, of Webb 
Street, Garret t, who was 
at tempting to claim a wallet from 
customer service. The associates 
told Chaffi ns that, since the wallet 
had more than $500 inside of it, so 
they would need to see identifi cation 
and would need to call PPD to verify 
his information before releasing the 
wallet, the citation said.

When informed of police involve-
ment, Chaffi ns replied, “No, don’t 
do that,”  and walked away, the ci-
tation said. Offi cers Joe Slone and 
Billy Ratlif f arrived and located Chaf-
fi ns inside of the home decor de-
partment and noted in the citation 
that Chaffi ns was “ intoxicated at the 
time,” the citation said.

During a search following Chaf-
fi ns’ arrest for his intoxication, of-
fi cers initially located a pink, clear 
baggie with a substance believed to 
be crystal methamphetamine, the 
citation said. During further search, 

offi cers located an orange cylinder, 
a prescription bot tle belonging to 
a female and a black zipper pouch 
in Chaffi ns’ possession, the citation 
said.

The three separate packag-
es held 117-and-a-half prescription 
pills, of 19 different variations, a pink 
baggie with a substance believed to 
be meth and a clear baggie with a 
substance believed to be meth, the 

citation said.
Chaffi ns was arrest-

ed on charges of fi rst-of-
fense fi rst-degree traf-
fi cking in a controlled 
substance (greater than 
or equal to two grams 
of methamphetamine), 
fi rst-offense fi rst-degree 
possession of a con-
trolled substance, sec-
ond-degree possession 

of a controlled substance, third-de-
gree possession of a controlled sub-
stance, illegal possession of a legend 
drug and public intoxication, court 
records show.

Pike District Judge Kelsey E. 
Friend Jr. ordered Chaffi ns held in 
custody of the Pike County Deten-
tion Center on a $15,000 cash bond 
after Chaffi ns appeared at arraign-
ment Tuesday morning to enter a 
plea of not guilty to his charges, 
court records show.

Additionally, Floyd Circuit Judge 
Thomas Smith ordered a $2,500 
cash bond through Floyd County 
for a contempt of court charge and 
Chaffi ns was ordered held as a fugi-
tive from Whitfi eld County, Georgia, 
according to court documents.

Chaffi ns remained in the cus-
tody of the PCDC as of presstime 
Wednesday.

Gregory 
Chaffi ns
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that Tanda Conn was 
driving a Toyota 4Runner 
out of Arkansas Creek, 
where she and her pas-
senger, Lexie Taylor, 
lived, and for an unde-

termined reason, Conn 
crossed the center line, 
and went over an em-
bankment. The car land-
ed next to a tree and it 
was turned facing the 
opposite direction. 

Allen Volunteer Fire 
Department Chief Randall 
Mulkey said the women 

were unconscious when 
his team arrived. He ini-
tially requested backup, 
reporting one of them 
was trapped, but said 
his team was able to res-
cue her from the other 
side of the vehicle. They 
were unconscious at the 
scene, Mulkey said. 

Shepherd said it 
does not appear that the 
women were wearing 
seat belts at the time of 
the crash, but his investi-
gation continues. 

He and Szymchack 
measured the length of 
skid marks on the road-
way to determine the 

speed of travel of the ve-
hicle. They also searched 
the vehicle to determine 
whether drugs or alco-
hol could have played a 
factor in the wreck, but 
that determination had 
not been made prior to 
deadline.

“We don’t know what 

took place or what led 
to them having an acci-
dent,”  Shepherd said.

Both women were 
still in critical condition 
on Thursday in an inten-
sive care unit at Pikeville 
Medical Center, Shepherd 
said.

WRECK
Continued From Page 1A

Floyd County Schools: 43 earn 
lifetime computer certifications

SPECI AL TO THE FLOYD 
CHRONI CLE AND TI MES 

Superintendent Danny Ad-
kins congratulated 43 infor-
mation technology students 
this week who have become 
Certifi ed Internet Webmaster 
coders. 

Adkins said in a press re-
lease, “Congratulations to our 
Information Technology stu-
dents from Prestonsburg High 
School on passing national 
computer lifetime certifi ca-
tions. PHS, through our Floyd 
County Area Technology Cen-
ter, now has 43 CIW Certifi ed 
coders and our Floyd County 
team is very proud of them. 
This is another example of our 
district providing amazing op-
portunities for all students.” 

CI W is a lifet ime cert ifi -
cat ion that will accompany 
these students for the du-
rat ion of their careers. The 
exam itself is widely accept-
ed in the I T fi eld and is con-
sidered an industry standard 
for web development. Having 
the cert ifi cat ion allows these 
future technicians to earn 
college credit  (as a test-out 
exam), and as it  aligns with 
relevant industry pract ices, 
it  also strengthens their re-
sumes. 

I T instructor Dr. Shannon 
said, “Having these talented, 
new coders in our communit y 
brings a much-needed facet 
to our area. I  am so proud 
of our I T students this year. 
They have won nat ional app 
competit ions, regional Skill-
sUSA championships, and 

now computer cert ifi cat ion.” 
The students include 

Aaron Shepherd, Adam Phil-
pot, Alex Scot t, Aust in Ford, 
Aust in Smith, Blake Tarver , 
Cameron Collins, Cameron 
Smith ,Chandler Newsome , 
Cory Goble ,Ethan Spears, 
Gregory Powell, Jacob Pit ts, 

James Dunbar, James Ous-
ley, Jason Rat lif f , Jonathan 
Sizemore , Kane Scarberry , 
Kendall Fletcher, Kinsey Hall 
, Kristopher Howard, Logan 
Goble , Malcolm Lombardi , 
Mark Fraley, Mark Pucket t, 
Mark Vance, Michael Shep-
herd, Patrick Tut t le, Peyton 

Wright, Samuel Carroll, Tan-
ner Gibson, William Jervis, 
William Reid, Aust in Blanken-
ship, Brhet t  Moore, Zachary 
Flannery, Jef fery Gayheart, 
Bradley Goble, Jonathan Dot-
son, Jacob Gardner, Michael 
Rat lif f, Zack Link and Braxton 
Lewis.

Submitted photo

Prestonsburg High School students Aaron Shepherd, Adam Philpot, Alex Scott, Austin Ford, Austin Smith, Blake Tarver, Cameron 

Collins, Cameron Smith,Chandler Newsome, Cory Goble, Ethan Spears, Gregory Powell, Jacob Pitts, James Dunbar, James Ousley, 

Jason Ratliff , Jonathan Sizemore, Kane Scarberry, Kendall Fletcher, Kinsey Hall, Kristopher Howard, Logan Goble, Malcolm Lom-

bardi, Mark Fraley, Mark Puckett, Mark Vance, Michael Shepherd, Patrick Tuttle, Peyton Wright, Samuel Carroll, Tanner Gibson, 

William Jervis, William Reid earned certifi cation as webmasters. They are pictured with PHS Principal Lori Bricken, Floyd County 

Area Technology Center Principal Lenville Martin, PHS Assistant Principal James T. Allen, PHS Assistant Principal Ricky Thacker, 

Floyd County Schools Superintendent Danny Adkins and IT Instructor Dr. Jeff  Shannon.
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Several charged in Floyd District Court
 FLOYD  CHRONI CLE AND

TI MES STAFF REPORT

Charges were fi led 
against several recently 
in Floyd District  Court. 
The charges include:

Felony charges fi led
Willis Lewis, 44, of 

Prestonsburg;  fl agrant 
nonsupport

James K. Rister, 
42, of Garret t;  failure 
to wear seatbelts, sec-
ond-degree fl eeing/
evading, second-de-
gree disorderly con-
duct, resist ing arrest, 
driving under the in-
fl uence, tampering 
with physical evidence, 
menacing, fi rst-degree 
possession of a con-
trolled substance, pre-
script ion not in proper 
container

Samuel W. Thomp-
son, 43, of Kite;  driving 
under the infl uence, 
fi rst-degree possession 
of a controlled sub-
stance, prescript ion 
not in proper container, 
rear license not illumi-
nated 

Andy Craf t, 60, of 
Wayland;  fl agrant non-
support

Donald Quillen, 48, 
of Blue River;  fl agrant 
nonsupport

Jonathan L. Mullins, 
37, of East Point;  fi rst- 
and second-degree 
promoting contraband, 
fi rst- and third-degree 
possession of a con-
trolled substance, pos-
session of drug para-
phernalia, possession 

of marijuana 

Misdemeanor 
charges fi led

Joy Jervis, 35, of 
Prestonsburg;  alcohol 
intoxicat ion

Christopher P. Mack-
ey, 31, of Central Cit y;  
public intoxicat ion of a 
controlled substance, 
fi rst-degree disorderly 
conduct, resist ing ar-
rest, menacing

Tammy Barker, 56, 
of Harold;  harassment

Shawn Spurlock, 26, 
of Mart in;  fourth-de-
gree assault, menacing 
(inmate)

Kenneth F. Spur-
lock, 28, of Printer;  
fourth-degree assault , 
menacing (inmate)

Kevin D. Moore;  28, 
of Hi Hat;  third-degree 
terrorist ic threatening

Krista N. Garret t, 
31, of Mart in;  pub-
lic intoxicat ion of a 
controlled substance, 
third-degree terrorist ic 
threatening

Rachel Tacket t, 
38, of Bevinsville;  sec-
ond-degree disorderly 
conduct

Rexford Phillips, 51, 
of Beaver;  harassment

Dinah Anderson, 
63, of Harold;  harass-
ment

Joshua Frank Rud-
der, 28, of Mart in;  pos-
session of drug para-
phernalia, possession 
of marijuana 

David D. Bentley, 
38, of Georgetown, 
fi rst-degree disorderly 
conduct, public intox-

icat ion of a controlled 
substance, third-de-
gree terrorist ic threat-
ening

Rebecca L. Tacket t, 
35, of Hi Hat;  public 
intoxicat ion of a con-
trolled substance, sec-
ond-degree disorderly 
conduct

Heather Slone of 
Wheelwright;  thef t  by 
unlawful taking under 
$500

James Hunter, 35, 
of Mart in;  violat ion of 
an emergency protec-
t ion order

Lonnie M. Howard, 
40, of Paintsville;  fi sh-
ing without a license

Larry A. Marsillet t, 
33, of Prestonsburg; 
public intoxicat ion 
of a controlled sub-
stance, second-degree 
disorderly conduct, 
fourth-degree assault

Roger L. Collins, 31, 
of Auxier;  possession 
of drug paraphernalia;  
second- and third-de-
gree possession of a 
controlled substance, 
prescript ion not in 
proper container 

Lawsuits fi led
Amanda Adkins vs. 

Joey Lewis, Tracy Lew-
is;  pet it ion for custody

Synchrony Banks 
vs. Rebecca Wells;  
complaint concerning 
contract

Lillian Hopkins vs. 
Joshua Lewis Hopkins; 
divorce

Dixie Prater vs. 
Christopher Prater;  pe-
t it ion for custody

Phillip M. Holbrook 
vs. Brandy Jane Jus-
t ice;  divorce

Aleshia Hall vs. Ge-
ico Indemnity Com-
pany;  personal injury 
complaint

Jeremy D. Tacket t 
vs. Kara Dean Tacket t;  
divorce 

Corey Terry vs. 
Kait lin Terry;  divorce

LVMV LLC and T. 
Kidd;  applicat ion for 
approval of transfer of 
structured set t lement 
payment rights 

Community Trust 
Bank vs. Rocky Mor-
row;  complaint con-
cerning contract

George Edward Me-
ade vs. Taulbee Good-
man;  complaint con-
cerning contract

Kentucky Depart-
ment for Income Sup-
port, Coreen Hayes vs. 
Jeremy Hayes;  petit ion 
for child support  and 
healthcare insurance 

Justine M. Mullins 
vs. Tommy Baldwin; 
pet it ion for custody

Cait lyn Le’Shae 
Tacket t  vs. Robert  J. 
Collins;  petit ion for 
custody

Community Trust 
Bank vs. Just in Dye, 
Jessica Dye;  foreclo-
sure 

Tif fany Burchet t, 
Michael Maynard vs. 
Josh I son, Core Appa-
lachia Operat ing LLC; 
personal injury com-
plaint 

Melissa Farrell, 
Douglas Mart in vs. Jan-
et Compton and a child;  

pet it ion for custody 
Tammy Murphy vs. 

Charles Murphy;  di-
vorce 

Tonya M. Geve-
don vs. Bethany D. 
Emmers, State Farm 
Mutual Automobile In-
surance Company;  per-
sonal injury complaint 

Cit izens Bank vs. 
Cecilia Lemaster, Pris-
cilla G. Meade;  com-
plaint  concerning con-
tract

Sabrina N. Shor-
tridge Crider vs. Ran-
dall C. Crider;  divorce

Discover Bank vs. 
Sherry Bowman;  com-
plaint  concerning con-
tract

Highlands Hospital 
Corporat ion doing busi-
ness as Highlands Re-
gional Medical Center 
vs. Ricky Dale Johnson; 
complaint concerning 
contract

Sarah Prater vs. Lin-
da Music, United Parcel 
Service Inc.;  personal 
injury complaint 

John Akers vs. Ran-
dall Mat thew, Kentucky 
Farm Bureau Mutual 
Insurance Company; 
personal injury com-
plaint

Edgar Ray vs. Na-
than Hall, Kentucky 
Farm Bureau Insurance 
Agency;  personal inju-
ry complaint

Dr. Philip Simp-
son, Christ ina Simpson 
vs. LP Prestonsburg 
Riverview LLC, doing 
business as Riverview 
Health Care Center;  
LP O Holdings LLC, 

Signature Healthcare 
Clinical Consult ing Ser-
vices LLC, Signature 
Healthcare Consult ing 
Services, Administrator 
Missy Allen, Highlands 
Regional Medical Cen-
ter, Chad Pat terson, 
MD, Larry Leslie, MD, 
Jennifer Moore, APRN, 
and Kim Bates, Debbie 
Hall, Vivian Boyd, Krys-
tal Collins, Stephanie 
Greer, Tracy Lemaster, 
Jessica Slone, Vhonda 
Dotson, Deborah Ous-
ley, Tena Bailey, Jessi-
ca Hackworth, Heather 
Brumbaugh, and Joyce 
Bit ten, individually and 
as an employees of 
Riverview Healthcare 
Center;  personal injury 
complaint

Wanda B. Harmon 
vs. James Arthur Har-
mon Jr.;  divorce

Harley Davidson 
Credit  Corporat ion as 
assignee of Eaglemark 
Savings Bank vs. Den-
nis Johnson, Sheryl 
Johnson;  complaint 
concerning contract 

Editor’s note:  The 
above list  refl ects peo-
ple who are charged in 
Floyd District  Court  and 
those listed in lawsuits 
in Floyd Circuit  Court . 
The charges and law-
suits fi led against them 
are merely accusat ions 
and the defendant is 
presumed innocent or 
not liable until proven 
guilt y.



BY JK COLEMAN

APPALACHI AN 
NEWSPAPERS

A bunch of athe-
ists with too much 
t ime on their hands 
raised Cain a while 
back when an Ohio 
restaurant of fered a 
discount to all Sun-
day diners who could 
produce a church 
bullet in. 

Come to fi nd out, 
pitch fork wielding 
judges had already 
ruled that an eat-
ery can’t  cut Jesus 
a break while snub-
bing the Devil, so 
the business owner 

caved in and can-
celled the heaven-
ly gesture. To make 
mat ters worse, 
some outfi t  called 
the Freedom From 
Religion Foundation 
had threatened to 
sue the poor guy 
straight to hell and 
back. I t ’s get t ing 
to where if you’re a 
Conservative and/
or a Christ ian, a 
restaurant is the 
last place you want 
to break bread, for 
it ’s become a place 
where liberals and/
or atheists are apt 
to break bad. What 

exactly will conser-
vatives consider the 
last straw?

Now liberals with 
too much t ime on 
their hands want to 
ban plastic straws 
due to a few sea 
turt les get t ing them 
stuck in their noses. 
Are we really about 
to stand by and let 
nut ty environmen-
talists tell millions 
of kids they can’t 
slurp a Disney World 
Slurpee through a 
crazy straw because 
a few turt les in the 
Indian Ocean have 
a stopped up nose? 
And this won’t  just 
af fect children in 
Florida and California 

fun parks to be sure. 
Here in the Appala-
chian trailer parks, 
grownups whin-
ing about having to 
suck a peanut but ter 
milkshake through 
a collapsing paper 
straw won’t  even 
know the struggle 
compared to those 
who’ll have to snort 
a pill through one. 
This is going to suck 
for everyone people, 
and in the bad way. 

Maybe this one is 
the last straw?

I  have to admit 
that when Sarah 
Sanders got kicked 
out of a Virginia din-
er recently it  made 
me mad, but I  st ill 

think a restaurant 
owner should be 
able to refuse ser-
vice to whomever 
they choose. Even 
if the customer is 
a Republican White 
House Press Secre-
tary and even if the 
business owner is an 
intolerant snowfl ake. 
I  can deal with that. 
In my opinion a pri-
vate business should 
be able to hire and 
fi re whomever they 
want, and serve or 
not serve whomever 
they feel like. 

But don’t  dare 
lecture me about 
a plastic straw and 
don’t  tell me I  can’t 
buy a supersized 

soda pop if I ’m plen-
ty thirsty.

If I  didn’t have to 
work I’d put a MAGA 
cap on my head, a Big 
Gulp in one hand and 
a church bulletin in the 
other and drive my 
black-smoke-bellow-
ing diesel from here 
to California in protest. 
Slurping 24-ounce 
sugar packed courage 
through red, white 
and blue striped crazy 
straws along the way.

But most liber-
als are full of rage 
these days and it ’s 
too dangerous out 
there. Get caught in 
a restaurant sucking 
your Mountain Dew 
through plastic, it 
may turn out to be 
the last straw. 

And for a Repub-
lican with a church 
bullet in, it  could just 
be your last supper.
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EDI TORI AL:
School will soon be back in session, be careful

Soon, another mile-
stone will be reached 
for children across Floyd 
County.

Children in the Floyd 
County Schools District 
will be back in school for 
the year beginning Aug. 8, 
ready to learn, grow and 
play.

While this can be a 
great time in the lives of 
these children, it can also 
quickly turn tragic, if we 
don’t all do our part.

The fact is that, with 
increased activity at our 
schools, there will be in-
creased traffi c on the 
roads during those times. 

From school buses, to par-
ents taking their children 
to school, to older teens 
driving themselves to and 
from school and sporting 
events, there will simply 
be more activity going on 
in our county.

Invariably, there will 
be crashes as a result. In 
most cases, the wrecks 
won’t have much more 
impact than a bent fend-
er and an increased insur-
ance bill. However, in some 
cases, it ’s possible that 
adults and children could 
be injured or even killed 
as a result of bad choices 
made on the roads.

It ’s taken us a long 
time to get decent roads 
throughout our communi-
ty. And, while some roads 
remain in questionable 
or downright bad shape, 
most will travel to and 
from school on highways 
in great condition.

And that ’s where we all 
come in. Even if you don’t 
have children in school, 
you have a part to play if 
you’re behind the wheel 
during the hours when 
increased traffi c is fo-
cused on the schools and 
school-related activities.

It ’s simple: Slow down, 
take your time, be careful, 

wear your seat belt and 
pay attention.

The best way to pre-
vent crashes is to take to 
heart all those rules that 
have to be learned in or-
der to get a driver’s per-
mit, then driver’s license 
during the teenage years.

There’s also some 
other factors to remem-
ber: School buses are not 
able to stop as quickly as 
other vehicles and there 
is precious cargo inside. 
Also, when a school bus 
is stopped in front of you, 
follow the law; don’t pass 
the bus or take other ac-
tions which endanger the 

lives of those getting onto 

and off of the vehicle.

And, unfortunately, 

with so many young drivers 

on the road at one time, it 

can be expected that they 

often can’t drive as well as 

those with experience, so 

the older drivers need to 

be the ones to set the ex-

ample and be prepared to 

react to their mistakes.

Going back to school 

can be a wonderful, ex-

citing experience. Don’t 

make it one of fear and 

tragedy.

GUEST COLUMN:

The last straw



Weekend Edition, August 3 - 5, 2018 • Page 6AWeekend Edition, August 3 - 5, 2018 • Page 6A

Dr. “Bert 
T.” Adkins

D r . 
B e r t e e 

“Bert T.” Adkins, 
87, a retired Profes-

sor Emeritus of Business 
Communications, at East-
ern Kentucky Universi-
ty (23 ½ years), and a 
United States Air Force 
Policeman, Recruiter and 
retiree (20 years), died 
Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2018,  
at the U. K. Medical Cen-
ter, Lexington, following 
a brief illness.

He was the son of 
the late Carl and Byrd 
Kidd Adkins, of Harold. 
He was born at Harold, 
Dec. 3, 1930. He attend-
ed Betsy Layne High 

School, Pikeville Col-
lege, Brescia College, 
University of Maryland 
in Japan, Golden Gate 
College in San Francis-
co, Eastern Kentucky 
University – BS and MS 
degrees, and the Uni-
versity of Kentucky -- 
Doctoral degree.  As a 
believer in education, he 
created several endow-
ments as scholarships 
for Betsy Layne High 
School, University of 
Pikeville, and E. K. U., to 
mention a few, to help 
educate young people.

His wife, (the former 
Ms. Retta Faye Jett, of 
Oliver Springs, Tenn.), 
died in August 2013, and 
is buried in the Camp 
Nelson Cemetery.  

He is survived by his 
brothers, Charles Adkins, 
of Madison County, and 
Ray Adkins, of Johnson 
County, as well as several 
nieces and nephews.

In addition to his 
parents, he is preceded 
in death by one sister, 
Helen George; and one 
brother, Emmit Eugene 
Adkins.

He was a fun-loving 
man, who enjoyed meet-
ing people and talking at 
length.  He will be missed 
by all of his family and 
friends.Visitation will be 
held from 5 p.m. un-
til 9 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 
5, 2018, at the Oldham, 
Roberts & Powell Funeral 
Home.  

Funeral services will 

be held at 11 a.m.,  Mon-
day, Aug. 6, at the funer-
al home, with his brother, 
Charles Adkins, offi ciat-
ing. Burial will follow, with 
military honors, at the 
Camp Nelson National 
Cemetery, 6980 Danville 
Road, Nicholasville, Ken-
tucky. Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
the  Oldham, Roberts & 
Powell Funeral Home of 
Richmond.

The guestbook may 
be signed at www.orpfh.
com .

This is a paid obitu-
ary.

 
Christa Gertrude 

Wagner Akers
Christa Gertrude 

Wagner Akers, 91, of 
Harold, died Thursday, 
Aug. 2, 2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 
Martin.

Ed Caudill
Ed Caudill, 96, of Hi 

Hat, died Wednesday, 
August 1, 2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Gina Hall
Gina Delise McCoy 

Hall, 43, of Wayland, died 
Monday, July 30, 2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 

Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Bill Parsons
Bill Parsons, 84, of Al-

len, died Friday, July 27, 
2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 
Martin.

Margaret Wright
Margaret Lee Cornett 

Wright, 91, of Lexington, 
formerly of Prestonsburg, 
died Monday, July 30, 
2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Carter Funeral Home of 
Prestonsburg.

Bank employee sentenced to 
18 months in BB&T fraud case

BY CHASE ELLIS

APPALACHIAN 
NEWSPAPERS

PIKEVILLE — A for-
mer loan offi cer of the 
BB&T branch in Pikeville 
was sentenced to serve 
18 months in prison 
Wednesday in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Pikeville for 
his role in a federal bank 
fraud case.

Brent M. Lee was 
recommended to serve 
a sentence of 18 months, 
which was a downward 
variance of the federal 
guidelines that recom-
mended between 30 and 
37 months in prison. U.S. 
Chief District Judge Kar-
en K. Caldwell ordered 
the sentence and also 
ordered Lee to have fi ve 
years of supervised re-
lease. He was ordered to 
pay a restitution amount 
of $248,368.60, payable 
to BB&T.

According to the in-
dictment, in September 
2014, BB&T downgrad-

ed the loan status Paul 
D. Fannin, of Van Lear, 
former owner and de-
veloper of StoneCrest 
Properties, and Lee was 
prohibited from giving 
Fannin any new loans. 
Shortly after, Fannin and 
Lee allegedly worked 
with Fannin’s daughter, 
Chelsea Stone, to take 
out a $100,000 loan in 
Stone’s name that was 
later deposited into Fan-
nin’s account, according 
to the indictment. Much 
of that money was then 
used by Fannin to make 
expenditures at casinos, 
among other things. In 
November 2014, a sec-
ond loan was taken out 
in Stone’s name to pay 
off the fi rst loan. A loan 
modifi cation was made in 
January 2015 to disburse 
an additional $150,000, 
the indictment said. 

During sentencing, 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Kate Anderson had ar-
gued for an enhance-
ment penalty, citing Lee 

as having a leadership 
role for the fraudulent 
loan plans.

Lee “put others in 
a position to be indict-
ed ... and directed how 
it would play out,” An-
derson said. Additional-
ly, Lee had other bank 
employees, including 
his secretary, “draw up 
... and sign” documents 
pertaining to the fraud-
ulent loans, Anderson 
said.

Lee’s defense at-
torney Bernie Pafunda 
stated Lee did not profi t 
“from the fruits of the la-
bor,” and if not for Fan-
nin “gambling the money 
away” instead of paying 
monthly payments on 
the loan, “we (the court 
system) may have never 
been involved.” Caldwell 
overruled the leadership 
enhancement, but did 
apply an enhancement 
for Lee’s abuse of a po-
sition of trust.”

Both Stone and Fan-
nin entered into plea 

agreements early in the 
case, but Lee elected 
to go to trial. Stone and 
Fannin testifi ed on be-
half of the prosecution at 
trial and Lee was found 
guilty of each of his nine 
counts; one count of 
conspiracy to commit 
bank fraud, two counts 
of aiding and abetting 
bank fraud, two counts 
of theft, embezzlement 
or misapplication by a 
bank offi cer and four 
counts of unauthorized 
obligation by a bank 
employee in February.

Stone entered into 
a pretrial diversion in 
the case, meaning, if 
she follows conditions, 
her charges will be dis-
missed. Fannin was or-
dered to serve 180 days 
of home incarceration, 
fi ve years on supervised 
release and pay the res-
titution amount to BB&T.

At sentencing 
Wednesday, Lee took the 
opportunity to speak say-
ing, he “wanted to pub-

licly apologize to my wife 
and three daughters.” Lee 
also thanked his mother, 
father and church family 
for their “love, prayers 
and support through this 
nightmare.”

Pafunda and Caldwell 
both mentioned how Lee 
was set apart “from the 
rest of the pack,” as so 
many people took the 
opportunity to write let-
ters of support on his be-
half. Caldwell called the 
letters “voluminous.”

“When you look at 
him, he’s not that old, but 
look at the positive im-
pact he has had on this 
community for such a 
young age,” Pafunda said 
of Lee. 

Anderson also ac-
knowledged Lee’s actions 
and lack of criminal back-
ground, but also cau-
tioned against leniency.

“He has spotless 
character and a spot-
less record. But he was 
a banker for a decade; 
he knew better,” Ander-

son said. “The levels of 
deception ... cannot be 
tolerated.”

Caldwell referenced 
Lee’s statements at trial, 
in which he had acknowl-
edge dthat he was “un-
der pressure to produce 
... (and) wanted job se-
curity and advancement” 
while at BB&T.

“This type of crime 
completely undermines 
the very security of our 
fi nancial institution,” 
Caldwell said.  “I do be-
lieve there is a low risk 
for recidivism. He is very 
remorseful and he can, 
and will, be a productive 
citizen after sentence.”

In addition to the 18 
months in prison, Lee 
was ordered to perform 
40 hours of community 
service for each year of 
his fi ve years of super-
vised release. Caldwell 
ordered Lee to report to 
serve his sentence with 
the U.S. Bureau of Pris-
ons on Oct. 1.

Marriages, property transfers filed in Floyd
SPECIAL TO THE FLOYD

CHRONICLE AND TIMES

The following marriages 
and property transfers have 
recently been fi led in the 
Floyd County Clerk’s offi ce:

Marriages fi led 
Bonnie Lee Little, 74, of 

Price, to Herman Stumbo, 
76, of Fairborn, Ohio

Sally Ann Maynard, 56, 
of Prestonsburg, to Romeo 
Samson DeRosario, 70, of 
Prestonsburg

Property transfers fi led 
Rita Ridgway to Brandy 

F. Little (Deeds Book 638; 
pg. 524)

Michelle Kidd to Amanda 
Osborne (Deeds Book 638; 
pg. 526)

Tom McKinney to Charles 
R. Hall (Deeds Book 638; pg. 
529)

Vanderbilt Mortgage and 
Finance to Richard Franklin 
Hamlin (Deeds Book 638; 
pg. 534)

Freda Smith, Larry Smith 

to Lonnie Martin, Tina Martin 
(Deeds Book 638; pg. 540)

Crystal M. Horn to Anis-
sa M. Doan, Shaun M. Doan 
(Deeds Book 638; pg. 544)

Jason P. Bakers, Shellie L. 
Hayes Baker, Shellie Hayes 
to Harriet E. Hayes, Keith 
Hayes (Deeds Book 638; pg. 
548)

Margaret Case, Michael 
Case to Billie Carroll (Deeds 
Book 638; pg. 554)

Sharlene Burchett to 
Ashley Burchett, James A. 
Burchett (Deeds Book 638; 

pg. 562)
Christopher Akers, Tracy 

Akers, to John Hunt, Marcia 
Hunt (Deeds Book 638; pg. 
566)

Archie Sturgill, Lowene 
Howell Sturgill to Darlene 
Howell, Jeff Howell (Deeds 
Book 638; pg. 571)

Freddie L. Newsome, 
Millison Newsome to “McIn-
tosh” (Deeds Book 638; pg. 
574)

Margaret A. Preece to 
Rebecca N. Harris (Deeds 
Book 638; pg. 583)

John Robert McIntosh 
II to Krissy Goble, Krissy L. 
McIntosh (Deeds Book 638; 
pg. 606)

Patricia May Gibson, Billy 
Johns May estate to Patricia 
Gibson (Deeds Book 638; 
pg. 608)

Christopher O’Quinn to 
Danny O’Quinn (Deeds Book 
638; pg. 612)

Billy Buchanan, Branham 
Buchanan, Bryanna Buchan-
an to Kevin R. Powers, Whit-
ley Robinson (Deeds Book 
638; pg. 619)



Fundraising event set for woman who needs brain surgery
A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 

TI MES STAFF REPORT 

The family of a Floyd 
County resident who 
needs brain surgery is 
seeking community sup-
port this weekend. 

The Angels for An-
gel’s 5K and Fundrais-
ing event will be held 
on Saturday, Aug. 4, in 
downtown Prestonsburg. 
Activities will begin at 2 
p.m. with live music from 
several different musi-
cians, food, face painting 
and vendors in the Pres-
tonsburg city stage area. 
The inaugural Angels for 
Angel’s 5K will begin at 
2 p.m. as well. At 7 p.m., 
organizers are also raf-
fl ing tickets for items that 
have been donated by 
local businesses, includ-
ing a $200 gift certifi cate 
from Small Town Tat toos, 

a $50 gift certifi cate from 
Pink Elephant Gun and 
Pawn and other items. 

All donations and 
proceeds will be used to 
pay expenses related to 
brain surgery that Angel 
Griffi th will undergo in 
Columbus, Ohio on Aug. 
17.

Griffi th, 42, of Goble 
Roberts, was diagnosed 
more than two decades 
ago with Chiari malfor-
mation, a condition that 
causes her brain tissue 

to grow into her spinal 
canal. 

“After fi ve mini 
strokes and a heart at-
tack she was forced 
to quit working,” her 
daughter-in-law Ashley 
Griffi th said. “This is only 
one of the many things 
that Chiari has taken 
from her. There are tons 
of everyday activities 
that she used to enjoy 
but is now unable to tol-
erate due to her constant 
pain.”

She said Griffi th re-
cently learned that the 
condition is damaging 
her central nervous sys-
tem and “crushing her 
mid-brain” and making 
her symptoms worse. 
Griffi th is scheduled to 
undergo decompression 
brain surgery on Aug. 
17, and it requires four 
trips to Columbus, Ohio, 

for pre- and post-op ap-
pointments. 

All funds raised at 
the Aug. 4 event in Pres-
tonsburg will be used for 
travel costs, food, hotel 
stay and the medical bills 

associated with Griffi th’s 
surgery. Registration for 
the race is available at the 
Prestonsburg Running 
Company, located near 
the city parking lot area 
where the fundraiser will 

be held. Participants may 
also sign up on race day. 

Family members area 
also seeking donations 
on a GoFundMe page 
dedicated to Angel Grif-
fi th.

SPECI AL TO THE FLOYD 
CHRONI CLE AND TI MES

Floyd County Schools 
District Superintendent 
Danny Adkins announced 
in a press release on 
Wednesday that the dis-
trict ’s Head Start pro-
gram earned multiple 
honors.

Four Head Start 
classrooms in Floyd 
County were among the 
Top 10 Head Start class-
rooms selected by the 
program’s Big Sandy re-
gion grantee, the Big 
Sandy Community Action 
Program. 

“Four of the Top 10 
Classrooms in the region 
are in our district and 
that ’s outstanding,” Ad-
kins said in the press re-
lease. “Of the 65 regional 
classrooms, Jessica Kiser 

and Amanda Patrick from 
Allen Elementary, April 
Borowski and Brit tany 
Tacket t from Betsy Layne 
Elementary, Misty How-
ell and Stacy Paige from 
Duff-Allen Central Ele-
mentary and Ashley Fite 
and Shonna Hall from 
May Valley Elementary 
rank among the top and 
our Floyd County team is 
very proud of them.” 

Adkins congratulat-
ed Kiser and Patrick as 
the regional Head Start 
Teaching Team of the 
Year, as well as Fite, Hall 
and Family Advocate Jen-
nifer Woods for having 
the highest average daily 
at tendance in the region 
at May Valley. 

“Having 97 percent 
average at tendance in 
your classroom is won-
derful,”  Adkins’ state-

ment said. He also con-
gratulated other Head 
Start teachers at Allen 
Elementary, May Valley 
and Duff-Allen Central for 
ranking second, fourth 
and fi f th in the region, as 
well as May Valley staff 
for having the highest 

parent participation in 
meetings.

“That ’s simply fan-
tastic and means that 
more parents were ac-
tively involved with their 
children’s education and 
parent involvement con-
tributes to kids’ success,” 

he said in the statement.
He also commended 

Woods, who was hon-
ored as Family Advocate 
of the Year for the sec-
ond y year, calling her 
“commitment to serving 
our families and students 
second to none.” 

“Just to be consid-
ered for this award, Jen-
nifer had to meet goals 
and other requirements 
concerning referrals, 
home visits, time lines, 
assessments, screenings 
and more,” he said. “Not 
only did she meet these 
requirements, she went 
beyond because she 
cares for our students 
and families and under-
stands that she can help 
these children start their 
educational careers in 
the best possible way.” 

He also said, “We’re 

very proud of this team 
and their continued ac-
complishments. Our 
Head Start program does 
a great job of laying the 
foundations and expec-
tation of Floyd County 
Schools. We also want 
to congratulate our Early 
Childhood Director Anna 
Shepherd for her out-
standing leadership and 
support for her team. An-
na’s passion for and com-
mitment to the education 
of our students is amaz-
ing and we thank her for 
empowering her team to 
be successful.”  

The Head Start pro-
gram is possible through 
federal funding that is 
disbursed in the Big San-
dy Region by the pro-
gram grantee, the Big 
Sandy Community Action 
Program.

Head Start classrooms honored in region
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Jessica Kiser and Amanda Patrick from Allen 

Elementary
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April Borowski and Brittany Tackett from Betsy 

Layne Elementary
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Misty Howell and Stacy Paige from Duff -Allen Central 

Elementary
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Ashley Fite and Shonna Hall from May Valley Elemen-

tary

Angel Griffi  th
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changed hands, they have 
to be turned over to KDE,” 
Adkins said. 

He said the school dis-
trict is “excited” to get out 
of the burden associated 
with these vacant schools, 
highlighting liability con-
cerns offi cials have with 
these properties. 

“We’re very excited to 
be out from under the lia-
bilities of the surplus prop-
erties,” Adkins said. He 
said the buildings in Allen 
have been a “community 
eye sores” for years and 
the district is having “is-
sues with trespassers” on 
the properties. 

“Two weeks prior to 
the board accepting those 
bids, it was approximately 
two weeks, (Sheriff) John 
Hunt, we had a call that 
homeless people were 
staying in the old McDow-
ell building and were seen 
around some of the other 
buildings, the other sur-
plus properties,” Adkins 
said. “So, we sent a dep-
uty up there to have those 
people, to ask them to 
leave. So, he asked them 
to leave. The next day 

they go back with the drug 
dog and they had been 
making meth in there, in 
the McDowell building for 
sure.” 

The properties were 
appraised by a real estate 
fi rm hired by the district 
for more than $1 million, 
and the fi nal sale price 
of $61,300 is more than 
$50,000 less than the ini-
tial bids the Floyd County 
Board of Education re-
ceived in January. 

School district offi -
cials rejected the bids of 
$100,000 for Osborne, 
$8,100 for the old Allen 
grade school and $5,050 
for the maintenance build-
ing in January, with former 
interim Superintendent 
Steve Trimble, saying bids 
came in much lower than 
anticipated and reporting 
that the district will seek 
recommendations about 
moving forward from the 
KDE. 

The board approved 
the sales of Osborne 
for $50,000, Allen grade 
school for $6,200, and 
the maintenance building 
for $5,100 in June with 
recommendation from 
Adkins, who talked about 
the costs associated with 
insurance on these prop-

erties. 
Finance Director Matt 

Wireman previously esti-
mated insurance costs at 
all three properties to total 
$16,520 annually, with es-
timates of $9,227 for the 
maintenance building and 
$7,293 for Osborne. There 
was no insurance costs 
at the Allen grade school, 
which has been empty for 
years. 

Wireman reported, 
too, that the district pays 
more than $100,000 in 
fl ood and insurance costs 
at McDowell Elementary, 
which is not part of the 
approved sales. The board 
sought approval to trans-
fer that school, valued at 
more than $975,000, to 
the Floyd County Fiscal 
Court, following a presen-
tation this year from Floyd 
County Judge Executive 
Ben Hale, who reported 
the county wants to use 
that property for commu-
nity benefi t. Adkins said 
Thursday that the KDE 
approval of that property 
transfer is still pending.

Aside from the liability 
concerns and costs asso-
ciated with insurance, dis-
trict offi cials say another 
reason the schools were 
sold well below appraised 

values comes because 
properties like these don’t 
sell well in Eastern Ken-
tucky’s economy.  

“It ’s just a common 
theme in Eastern Ken-
tucky because of the way 
the economy is,” Adkins 
said. 

Floyd County Proper-
ty Valuation Administrator 
Connie Hancock reported 
this week that her staff 
are “still seeing proper-
ties sell” in the county, but 
noted lags in some areas. 

“We’re hearing from 
realtors that stuff is stay-
ing on the market maybe 
a little longer, and certain 
areas may not be selling, 
but the areas that are 
along U.S. 23 and in Pres-
tonsburg, we’re still seeing 
sale prices come in at or 
above our assessments,” 
she said.

Her offi ce does not 
update assessments on 
tax-exempt properties, 
like schools. She noted, 
however, that although 
residential properties are 
still selling, there “may not 
be a market” for the old 
school properties the dis-
trict sold. 

“What’s somebody up 
in Wheelwright or McDow-
ell going to do with it?” 

she asked. 
When asked why the 

KDE would approve sale 
prices that were less than 
those the district received 
earlier this year, Jessica 
Fletcher, the KDE commis-
sioner’s chief communi-
cations offi cer, said in an 
email that the bids reject-
ed by the board in Janu-
ary are “no longer valid.” 
She said the approved bid 
amounts appear to be the 
market value of the prop-
erties, not the appraisal. 

“The fi rst bids were re-
jected by the board, there-
fore these bids were no 
longer valid,” she wrote. 
“Hoping to get higher 
bids, the properties were 
bid a second time. Howev-
er, the aggregate amount 
of the bids was lower. 
Given the ongoing costs 
to own the buildings, the 
board accepted the sec-
ond bids (June 14, 2018) 
and submitted them to 
KDE for approval.  In both 
cases the process appears 
to have been followed – 
we have affi davits from 
the newspaper regarding 
the advertisement of each 
round of bids, the results 
of the bids and the action 
taken by the board.   Hav-
ing bid the properties 

twice, the amount of the 
bids appears to be the 
market value of the prop-
erties, not the appraisal 
amount.”

She cited state laws 
regulating the sale of sur-
plus properties in school 
districts, as well a state 
auditor’s offi ce recom-
mendation that school 
board members submit 
certifi cation that he/she 
has no confl ict of interest 
with any property owner, 
vendor or subcontractor 
involved in the transaction. 
Fletcher reported school 
board can sell properties 
by public auction, by ac-
cepting sealed bids or by 
setting a “minimum ac-
ceptable price,” as autho-
rized in a 1993 Kentucky 
Attorney General opinion. 

The approved buy-
ers were Danny Meade, 
whose bid in June was half 
of the bid he was part of 
in January, former Floyd 
County Board of Educa-
tion chairman Jeff Stumbo 
and John Campbell, who 
works in maintenance in 
the district and represents 
Region 8 on the Kentucky 
School Plant Management 
Association.

SALES
Continued From Page 1A

Valuation Administrator 
Connie Hancock reported 
Wednesday that the state 
has released the annual 
equalized assessment for 
the county — the property 
valuation total that is used 
by all Floyd County taxing 
districts when they set tax 
rates. 

The total equalized 
assessment, which in-
cludes the value of real 
estate that is assessed 
by Hancock’s offi ce, oil 
and gas properties that 
are assessed by the state, 
and self-reported person-
al property, totals about 
$1.39 billion. 

That’s about $24.3 
million less than the coun-
ty’s assessment in 2017. 
Since 2016, the county’s 
assessment has dropped 
by $246.7 million. 

The majority of the 
$1.39 billion value comes 
in the $1 billion real estate 
portion of the assessment, 
which includes properties 
assessed by Hancock’s of-
fi ce as well as coal and gas 
properties, which are set 
by the state. The tangible 
personal property portion 
of the assessment, which 
is taxed differently than 

real property, decreased 
by about $15 million since 
2017 to $61.5 million, the 
assessment shows. 

Hancock said the 
county’s property values 
have remained about the 
same or increased slight-
ly each year during her 
18 years in offi ce, but 
those values dropped 
dramatically last year 
after the state changed 
the way unmined coal, 
oil and mineral rights 
are assessed. The state 
exempted some owners 
of unmined coal, oil and 
gas properties last year, 
causing the decrease in 
those property values, 
as reported in the Floyd 
County Chronicle and 
Times last year.

“This was the fi rst 
time we’ve ever seen 
this major drop in our 
assessment,” Hancock 
said, talking about the 
decreases reported since 
2016. “Normally, you 
have a lit tle fl uctuation, 
and it ’s a steady growth.”

A comparison of the 
equalized assessment cer-
tifi cations from 2017 and 
this year shows that in 
Floyd County, real estate 
values assessed by Han-
cock’s offi ce increased by 
about $2.2 million to more 
than $643.5 million. 

The value of Floyd 
County’s farms and com-
mercial properties also 
collectively increased by 
more than $1.7 million 
since last year, with values 
of farms set at more than 
$122 million and values of 
commercial properties set 
at more than $281.9 mil-
lion. 

The value of unmined 
coal also increased by 
about $1.9 million over the 
past year, with the state 
setting that value at $17.2 
million in this assessment. 
The value of unmined 
coal, however, has tak-
en a nosedive over the 
past two years. In 2016, 
the unmined coal assess-
ment in Floyd County was 
$141.8 million. 

The value of oil and 
mineral rights decreased 
by nearly half over the 
past year, the assessment 
shows. Last year, oil and 
mineral rights were as-
sessed by the state at 
more than $63.3 million. 
This year, they were as-
sessed at $34.4 million. 
That assessment is still far 
below the total for oil and 
minerals in 2016 — $120.4 
million. 

With these increases 
and the decrease in the oil 
and mineral rights, the real 
estate portion of the total 

equalized assessment de-
creased by $23 million to 
about $1.1 billion.   

Hancock expects 
similar decreases in total 
equalized assessments in 
other Eastern Kentucky 
counties. 

“With the drops we’re 
seeing in the unmined 
coal and oil and gas, it 
is hard for me to fathom 
how their real estate val-
ues could grow enough 
... I t would be hard for 
me to fathom that they 
can overcome the loss 
in the unmined coal and 
the oil and gas in the real 
property,” Hancock said. 
“Because I  would have to 
have millions of dollars in 
new assessments to go 
up, to make up for that 
loss.” 

She said people don’t 
understand how this as-
sessment is used by tax-
ing districts to set tax 
rates in the county. She 
said people ask her of-
fi ce to decrease the value 
of their property without 
understanding that if the 
total assessment decreas-
es, like it has county-wide 
over the past two years, 
taxing districts can raise 
their tax rates to get ap-
proximately the same in 
revenues. 

The state’s compen-

sating rate law was de-
signed to allow taxing 
districts to get the same 
amount of revenue if 
property tax assessments 
decline. If the assessment 
decreases, like it has in 
Floyd County, taxing dis-
tricts may adopt the com-
pensating rate so they can 
receive the same amount 
of revenues as the prior 
year. 

“The rates are de-
signed so that if my as-
sessments go up, (tax) 
rates should be able to 
come down. I t ’s sup-
posed to be a balancing 
act,”  Hancock said. “But, 
yet, they’re still having to 
raise them because those 
state rates fi gure in. I f 
I  go out and I  say, ‘I ’m 
going to help everybody. 
The economy is bad. I ’m 
going to go out and lower 
everybody’s assessment. 
I f I  lower my values, and 
if I  did that all over the 
county and I  lose millions 
in the assessment, then 
what have I  done? I ’m 
still hurting the people 
because these districts, 
they’re allowed to get the 
same amount of money. 
They’re going to go back 
and raise their rate to 
make up for me lowering 
the value.” 

She continued, “And 

people don’t understand 
that. They come in want-
ing their assessment low-
ered, saying ‘You got to 
help me. I’m struggling.’ If 
I  help you, I  can help you 
and you think it ’s helping 
you, but overall, it all adds 
up and in the long run, 
that district is going to 
have to raise their rates to 
make up for what they’re 
losing.” 

The decrease in the 
county’s total assessment 
totaled $222 million be-
tween 2016 and 2017, 
and that decrease caused 
three taxing districts to 
increase their tax rates to 
make up for the loss. The 
Floyd County Schools Dis-
trict, the county’s highest 
taxing district, adopted 
a compensating rate last 
year. The Floyd County 
Soil and Water Conser-
vation District adopted a 
rate that was higher than 
its compensating rate last 
year, and the Floyd County 
Cooperative Extension Of-
fi ce also increased its tax 
rate last year. 

There was no change, 
however, in tax rates set 
last year by the fi scal 
court, fi re department 
taxing districts, the health 
department or the public 
library.

VALUE
Continued From Page 1A
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in which he worked to 
help bring water and 
sewer services to the 
cit y. 

Parsons was hired 
this year to work on 
a contract basis as an 
assistant cit y clerk in 
Allen. In that role, he 
helped the cit y com-
plete delinquent fi nan-
cial fi lings and, in doing 
so, helped the cit y qual-
ify to receive municipal 
road aid funding that 
had been held by the 
state for years. 

Mayor Sharon 
Woods, who has known 
Parsons for decades, 
said he will be “great ly 
missed”  in the cit y. She 
said he was one of the 
oldest residents living in 
Allen and talked about 
how she’s asked him 
to write memoirs about 
the cit y’s history several 
t imes over the years.  

“He truly loved this 
cit y, he really did,”  she 
said. 

“I t ’s just  a great 
loss,”  she said, “and I  
can’t  speak anything but 
highly of him. He was 
just  an extraordinary 
person, caring not just 
for the cit y, but for ev-

erybody. He was an ex-
traordinary person who 
loved the cit y and en-
joyed working and doing 
things for the cit y.”  

Floyd County Clerk 
Chris Waugh credited 
Parsons and Allen resi-
dent Virgil Conn for get-
t ing him involved in pol-
it ics. They asked Waugh 
to run for Allen Cit y 
Council years ago and 
he later served as may-
or in the cit y. Waugh 
said Parsons gave him 
“sound advice”  when he 
worked on issues in Al-
len as mayor.

“He’s just  a very qui-
et  man, a man of few 
words, but he was sure 
full of wisdom. I  was al-
ways amazed at his wis-
dom,”  Waugh said. “He 
was giant in the commu-
nit y, for sure.”

Allen Cit y Clerk Krys-
tal Spurlock, who has 
worked closely with Par-
sons at cit y hall, praised 
him for the things he 
has taught her during 
his t ime there.

“Bill has helped this 
cit y t remendously,”  he 
said. “We were negli-
gent in a lot  of things 
and when we agreed 
to hire Bill to help the 
cit y, he helped in many, 
many ways. He worked 

just  as hard as any other 
member of this cit y and 
I ’m extremely thankful 
for everything that he 
brought to us.”

She said Parsons “al-
ways helped in any way 
he could”  and worked 
every day at  cit y hall. 

“ I ’m just  forever 
thankful that we hired 
him and that he helped 
us the way that he did,” 
Spurlock said. 

She said cit y hall 
won’t  be the same with-
out Parsons. She talked 
about stories he shared 
about the cit y’s history.

“He told me a lot  of 
stories about the cit y 
that nobody else ever 
did,”  she said. “He told 
me a lot  of good sto-
ries, older stories, that 
I  probably would have 
never known had he not 
told me. He was always 
pret t y happy to share 
stories like that. He’ll 
defi nitely be missed. 
That ’s for sure.” 

In addit ion to his 
wife, Parsons is survived 
by his daughter Debora 
Curnut te of Auxier and 
other family members. 
He was buried on July 
31 in the Davidson Me-
morial Gardens in Ivel, 
under direct ion of Hall 
Funeral Home.

LOSS
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Community calendar
•  Aug. 3-4: Floyd 

County Emergency & 
Rescue Squad annu-
al Radio Auction, Q95. 
Starts at 6 p.m. on Aug. 
3 and noon on Aug. 4. 
Bidders may call (606) 
886-8881

•  August 3-4;  8:15 
p.m.:  Jenny Wiley The-
atre performs “Hair-
spray,” at the amphi-
theater, Jenny Wiley 
State Resort Park. jen-
nywileytheatre.com

•  Mondays through 
Through-Sept. 4;  1:30 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m.:  Free 
workshop for people 
with chronic disease 
like diabetes or COPD 
to be offered at the 
Floyd County Extension 
Offi ce by Big Sandy 
Health Care’s Chronic 
Disease Self Manage-
ment program.

•  Aug. 3;  6 p.m. to 
10 p.m.:  Night Market, 
featuring vendors, mu-
sic and activities will be 
held in Prestonsburg. 

•  Aug. 3;  6 p.m. to 
10 p.m.:  Prestonsburg 
Merchants Network to 
host “Let us pay your 
sales tax” customer ap-
preciation event with 
sales, live music and 
door prizes at Wildfi re 
Designs, Kickin’ Ash, 
City Perk, Lou’s Place 

for Pets, Daffodils, 
The Mountain Muse, 
Prestonsburg Running 
Company, Ritchie’s 
Hallmark, Lit tle Rascals, 
Lad n Lassie and Sew-
N-Love.

•  Aug. 3;  6 p.m. to 9 
p.m.:  Cruise-in, down-
town Prestonsburg. 
Free. 

•  Aug. 4;  9 a.m. to 
1 p.m.:  Floyd County 
Farmer’s Market open, 
South Lake Drive, Pres-
tonsburg

•  Aug. 4;  7:30 p.m.:  
Final Billie Jean Os-
borne Kentucky Opry 
summer season show, 
Mountain Arts Center. 

•  Aug. 4-5: Pig in 
a Poke presents its 
StoneCrest Invitational. 
(606) 886-1006

•  Through Aug. 
5:  Fitzpatrick Baptist 
Church is offering a 
discounted ticket price 
of $15 for its Women’s 
Celebration, which will 
be held on Aug. 18 from 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the church. (606) 886-
6204 

•  Aug. 6;  6 p.m.:  
Allen City Commission 
meets, Allen City Hall. 
(606) 874-2953

•  Aug. 7;  6 p.m.:  
Floyd County Beekeep-
ers meet, Floyd County 

Extension Offi ce. (606) 
886-2668

•  Aug. 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11; 8:15 p.m.:  Jenny 
Wiley Theatre performs 
“Hairspray,” at the am-
phitheater, Jenny Wiley 
State Resort Park. jen-
nywileytheatre.com

•  Aug. 8:  First Day 
of School for students, 
Floyd County School 
District 

•  Aug. 8, 5 p.m.:  
Wheelwright City Com-
mission meets, city 
hall. (606) 452-4202

•  Aug. 8;  10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.:  The Wool Club 
meets, Floyd County 
Extension offi ce. (606) 
886-2668

•  Aug. 9, 12 p.m.:  
Floyd County Com-
munities Against Drug 
Addiction meets, Pres-
tonsburg First Presby-
terian Church

•  Aug. 16; 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m.:  Worldwide 
Equipment, Inc. to 
host blood drive with 
Kentucky Blood Cen-
ter, 1999 Ky. Rt. 1428, 
Prestonsburg. Free 
T-shirts for those who 
donate blood and do-
nors will be entered to 
win a Toyota 4Runner 
as part of the center’s 
summer giveaway. 800-
775-2522

Fall semester starts this 
month at BSCTC

SPECI AL TO THE FLOYD 
CHRONI CLE AND TI MES

Big Sandy Community and Techni-
cal College will begin the fall semester 
on August 13 on all campuses.

“We are excited to start the fall 
semester and look forward to seeing 
new and returning students on cam-
pus,” BSCTC President/CEO Dr. Sher-
ry Zylka said.

BSCTC offers more than 32 pro-

grams with over 200 credentials. This 
list of courses includes workforce de-
velopment training in some areas that 
help people get some certifi cations in 
as lit tle as six weeks. 

The college has also added a hy-
brid schedule for adult learners to 
help obtain their associate in just 4 
semesters.

For more information, visit big-
sandy.kctcs.edu or by call, (606) 886-
3863

First-ever Night Market 
to be held tonight

FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 
TI MES STAFF REPORT 

Tonight, Aug. 3, Floyd County res-
idents and visitors will get to experi-
ence something new — the county’s 
fi rst-ever Night Market. 

This event, set to take place from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. in downtown Pres-
tonsburg, will feature live music, ven-
dors selling all sorts of items and ac-
tivities. 

Participating musicians include 
Connor Dale, Elizabeth Reed, Jason 
Goble, Troy Burchet t and The Seth 
Ferguson Experience. 

Prestonsburg Tourism Director Sa-
mantha West, who helped coordinate 
Night Market events in Elkhorn City 
when she worked at a theater there, 
described this event as an “open 
air, pop-up market” that ’s geared to 

showcase local artisans and business-
es. 

Several businesses that are part 
of the Prestonsburg Merchant Net-
work are teaming up with this event 
to host a “Let Us Pay Your Sales Tax,” 
customer appreciation event during 
the Night Market. 

The city of Prestonsburg is also 
hosting a cruise-in that will be held at 
the same time that evening, weather 
permit ting. Participation is free in the 
cruise in, and city offi cials will accept 
registrations on site. The cruise in is 
scheduled to be held on Ky. 1428 near 
the city parking lot area, but offi cials 
said the cruise-in will be cancelled if 
inclement weather arises. 

For more information, visit Pres-
tonsburg Tourism on Facebook or call, 
(606) 886-1341.

Science center gets 
funding for educational kits

SPECI AL TO THE FLOYD 
CHRONI CLE AND TI MES

The East Kentucky 
Science Center has 
earned support from a 
national organization. 

The East Kentucky 
Science Center and Varia 
Planetarium was selected 
by the National Informal 
STEM Education Network 
to receive “Explore Sci-
ence: Let ’s Do Chemis-
try” education kits. The 
center is among 250 

science centers in the 
U.S. to qualify to receive 
these kits. 

The kits, offered by 
the educational network 
in collaboration with the 
American Chemical Soci-
ety, are geared to offer 
“hands-on experiences 
designed to stimulate in-
terest, sense of relevance 
and feelings of self-ef-
fi cacy about chemistry 
among public audiences,” 
a press release from Big 
Sandy Community and 

Technical College said. 
The science center 

will hold a “Let ’s Ex-
plore Chemistry” event 
sometime in the late fall, 
and these kits will also 
be used for classroom 
lessons and for future 
camps. 

For more informa-
tion, contact Steve Rus-
so, director of the East 
Kentucky Science Center 
and Varia Planetarium, 
at, srusso0002@kctcs.
edu, or, (606) 889-4809.
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Three Floyd County teams compete in 

Ohio Valley Regional tournaments

courtesy photo

Floyd County and East Kentucky were well-represented in the Ohio Valley Regional tournaments.

A FLOYD CHRONI CLE 
AND TIMES STAFF 

REPORT 

PRESTONSBURG — 
The Floyd County Cal 
Ripken and Babe Ruth 
League claimed three 
state championships in 
the 2018 season, com-
peting in Ohio Valley 
Regional tournaments 

against squads from sev-
eral other states. Over 
the past two seasons, 
the Floyd County youth 
baseball league has cap-
tured fi ve state tit les. 

Three Floyd County 
teams traveled to Ohio 
Valley Regional tourna-
ments to represent Ken-
tucky with East Kentucky 
Tribe squads competing 

in Munster, Ind. (13U); 
Robinson, I ll. (14U), and 
Elkins, W.Va. (15U). The 
Tribe competed against 
teams from West Virgin-
ia, Ohio, Indiana, Michi-
gan, I llinois and Wiscon-
sin for a chance to play in 
the World Series. 

East Kentucky Tribe 
13U, 14U, 15U and 18U 
All-Star teams consisted 

of players from nine reg-
ular-season Babe Ruth 
teams that competed in 
Prestonsburg.

The 13U Babe Ruth 
All-Star team advanced 
to the Ohio Valley Region-
al after winning a state 
championship. Outstand-
ing pitching performanc-
es from Nicholas Kidd and 
Dylan Thompson helped 

to lif t the 13U club. Both 
Sam Wright and Jack-
son Jarrell fi nished the 
state tournament with a 
bat ting average of .600. 
J.D. McKinney exited the 
tournament with a bat-
ting average of .500 and 
an on-base percentage 
of .857.

At the Ohio Valley 
Regional tournament, the 

13U team fi nished with 
a 1-2 record after beat-
ing Southern Indiana and 
falling to Ohio and North-
ern Indiana. In the fi nal 
game of pool play, North-
ern Indiana edged East 
Kentucky 5-4.

The 14U Babe Ruth 
All-Star team advanced 

See REGION, Page 2B

courtesy photo

Tournament host Impact fi nished runner-up to the Paris/Bourbon Bandits in its tournament at the Prestonsburg Sportspark on Sunday.

Impact finish runner-up in tournament
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER  

PRESTONSBURG — Im-
pact, an 8U baseball team 
made up of players from Floyd 
County, fi nished runner-up in 
its tournament held over the 
weekend. The Paris/Bourbon 
Bandits upended Impact in 
the tournament 's tit le game 
on Sunday.

The Floyd County squad 

fell after defeating the Paris/
Bourbon Bandits in pool play 
one day earlier.

The tournament dubbed 
The Impact Classic Bat tle for 
Rings featured fi ve talented 
8U baseball teams.

"Impact Classic Bat tle 
for Rings was a great tour-
nament," said tournament 
director Greg Horne. "We 
had fi ve 8U teams — Impact, 
Beaver Creek, Martin Coun-

ty, Johnson County and the 
Paris/Bourbon Bandits. There 
were great crowds both days 
and  everyone had the chance 
to watch some exceptional 
young players. 

“The Bandits defeated 
Impact in the fi nals. I ’ve been 
around travel baseball the 
past fi ve to six years and this 
was one of the best travel 
teams I ’ve seen. They really 
had all the tools. Hit ting was 

great from top to bot tom of 
their order and their fi eld-
ing was exceptional, but the 
most impressive thing to me 
was the arm strength of their 
outfi elders. Those kids had 
everyone at the tournament 
talking about some of their 
throws from the outfi eld. The 
Bandits are coached by for-
mer Hazard Bulldog Brandon 
Francis. The Bandits' coaches 
and parents all raved about 

our facilities at StoneCrest 
and it really gave us a chance 
to show off what we have to 
offer here in East Kentucky. 
We want to give a special 
thanks to Brad Reynolds, the 
general manager of Stone-
Crest, for all his efforts with 
the tournament to help make 
sure everything went smooth-
ly. I ’ve held many travel tour-
naments and this was one of 
the best I ’ve been a part of."
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to the US Ohio Valley 
Regional after outlast-
ing Russell County 3-2 in 
the state championship 
game. Byron Tacket t pro-
vided a stellar pitching 
performance while Byron 
Tacket t delivered a walk-
off double for the 14U 
team.

Payton Burke and Jon 
Kunkel both exited the 
state tournament with a 
bat ting average of .538. 

At the Ohio Valley 
Regional, the 14U team 
was among the fi nal six 
squads with a 2-1 record 
after beating I llinois, Ohio 
and losing to Michigan in 

pool play. The 14U team 
blanked New Castle, In-
diana 4-0. Byron Tacket t, 
the player of the game, 
pitched a shutout, only 
allowing one hit in seven 
innings while throwing 
64 pitches. On Monday, 
the 14U team moved on 
to the semifi nals with a 
3-1 record, facing Ham-
mond Optimist, Ind. In 
a back-and-forth batle, 
Hammond owned 5-4 
lead in the top half of the 
fi f th inning when weath-
er halted the game and 
caused the contest to 
have to continue the next 
day. After continuing on 
Monday, Indiana man-
aged to pull away to win 
10-5. The Hammond club 
advanced to the cham-

pionship game and beat 
South Gibson, I ll., moving 
on to the World Series in 
Eagle Pass, Texas. Burke 
fi nished the Regional 
tournament with a bat-
ting avg. of .667 while 
Morgan Kunkel bat ted 
.555.

“We had a great run," 
said 14U Manager Kyle 
Welch. "I t hurts to fall 
short knowing we were 
so close to the World 
Series but to even make 
it this far is an amazing 
accomplishment. I  am 
proud of every player 
on this team. They are 
a great group of young 
men that never stopped 
playing. We expect big 
things for the future.”

The 15U Babe Ruth 

All-Star team advanced 
to the Ohio Valley Re-
gional in neighboring 
West Virginia. The 15U 
team fi nished with a re-
cord of 1-2, falling short 
of advancing out of pool 
play. Indiana edged the 
Kentucky team 9-7. How-
ever, Kentucky bounced 
back to beat Southern 
I llinois 8-3. But West Vir-
ginia ended Kentucky's 
run, defeating the All-Star 
team from Floyd County.

The 13U All-Star ros-
ter was made up of the 
following players:  Seth 
Fitch, Preston Helle, Ca-
den Kelly, Cam Kelsey, 
Andrew Kidd, Matt Welch, 
Nick Kidd, J.D. McKinney, 
David Mullins, Cash Parks, 
Alex Puccio, Sam Wright, 

Jackson Jarrell, Dawson 
Yeary, Trenton Sherman 
and Dylan Thompson. 
Coaches were Seth Sets-
er, Will Harris and James 
Joseph.

The 14U All-Star ros-
ter was made up of the 
following players:  CJ Ak-
ers, Lucas Combs, Payton 
Burke, Jacob Burgess, 
Byron Tacket t, Samuel 
Brown, Hunter Mullins, 
Tate Walters, Jon Kunkel, 
Morgan Kunkel and Gavin 
Crum. Coaches were Kyle 
Welch, Tim Welch and 
Patrick Burke.

The 15U All-Star ros-
ter was made up of the 
following players:  Bobby 
Anderson, Isaac Cole-
man, Zac Crum, Jordan 
Frazier, Cameron Kim-

bler, Connor Lemaster, 

Max Martin, Bryce Ous-

ley, Nathaniel Spences, 

Jared Stanley, Josh Tay-

lor and Luke Thornsbury. 

Coaches were Josh Crum 

and Shane Coleman.

The 18U All-Star 

roster was made up of 

the following players:  

Nick Caudill, Collin Ou-

sley, Blake Sizemore, 

Ben Welch Jr., Matt 

Combs, Graham Bur-

chet t, Brayden Hamilton, 

Joseph Johnson, Owen 

Greene, Chase Conley 

and Aaron Shepherd. 

Coaches were Ben Welch 

Sr. and Sean Hamilton.

REGION
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BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER

LEXINGTON — Floyd 
County took another ti-
tle on Wednesday as the 
Tribe won the Babe Ruth 
Baseball East Kentucky 
14 year old state cham-
pionship.

The Tribe used a 
walkoff double in the 
eighth inning to edge 
Russell County 3-2 in 
the 14 year old state tit le 
game at Veterans Park.

Samuel Brown, Hunt-
er Mullins, Tate Walters, 
Payton Burke, Morgan 
Kunkel, Lucas Combs, 

Jonathan Kunkel, CJ Ak-
ers, Jacob Burgess, Byron 
Tacket t, Garret t Compton 
and Gavin Crum make up 
the Tribe 14U baseball 
team's roster. 

Floyd County will 
compete in the Ohio Val-
ley Regional in Munster, 
Ind. July 26-30.

Floyd County claims 14U 

state crown

photo courtesy of Floyd County Cal Ripken Baseball & Softball League

Floyd County captured the East Kentucky Babe Ruth 14 year old state champion-

ship in Lexington on Wednesday. 

 It’s all in the numbers

Sunday’s results 

from Pocono Raceway’s 

Gander Outdoors 400 

once again had a mem-

ber of the sport ’s “big 

three” standing in vic-

tory lane as Kyle Busch 

posted his sixth win of 

the season tying him 

with fellow “big three” 

Kevin Harvick for the se-

ries lead.  This may have 

been one of his tough-

est wins of the year as 

both Busch and Harvick 

posted the two fastest 

laps in qualifying on 

Saturday but their cars 

failed inspection which 

sent both drivers to the 

rear of the fi eld for the 

start of the race.  They 

were joined by eleven 

other drivers who had 

their qualifying times 

disallowed because of 

inspection failures.

Martin Truex Jr. is 

the third member of 

the elite “big three” 

and between them they 

have won sixteen of the 

twenty-one races so far 

this season.  Since a win 

automatically puts you 

into the playoff round 

of sixteen drivers you 

might think that these 

three drivers along with 

Clint Bowyer, Joey Loga-

no, Eric Jones and Aus-

tin Dillion who have also 

won at least one race 

would be content to just 

show up and race un-

til the playoff round of 

ten races begin.  That 

statement could not be 

further from the truth 

as we see these drivers 

race like it is the playoffs 

each and every week 

and the reason is the 

number of playoff points 

still available before the 

fi rst race of the playoffs 

at Las Vegas. 

There is so much 

emphasis being put on 

wins in the sport that 

the season long point 

standings seems to be 

an afterthought.  Be-

sides being used to fi ll 

out the remaining six-

teen spots not claimed 

by a winning driver, it 

is also used to award a 

bundle of playoff points 

to the regular season 

points leader after the 

Indianapolis race in Sep-

tember.  

Kyle Busch thanks to 

his win on Sunday now 

leads all drivers with 35 

playoff points followed 

by fellow “big three” 

drivers Kevin Harvick 

with 33 and Martin Truex 

Jr. with 26.  The three 

also sit one-two-three 

in the season long point 

standings and while they 

bat tle each and every 

race for the fi ve playoff 

points awarded to the 

winner, they are also 

trying to gain points in 

the standings because 

of the playoff points that 

is awarded at the end of 

the 26-race regular sea-

son.

The fi rst place driv-

er in the points will be 

awarded 15 playoff bo-

nus points at the end of 

the regular season with 

the second place driv-

er earning 10 points.  

Third place is awarded 

8 points with a sliding 

scale being used that 

will give the tenth place 

driver one point.  These 

points will be added to 

the bonus points a driv-

er has earned during 

the regular season and 

will transfer with the 

driver as he advances 

throughout the playoffs.

If the playoffs start-

ed today, Busch would 

earn the 15 bonus 

points as he sits on top 

of the standings with a 

48-point lead over sec-

ond place Harvick who 

would receive 10 bonus 

points.  Truex Jr. sits in a 

distant third 129-points 

out of the lead but he 

would earn 8 bonus 

points.

The amount of 

playoff points avail-

able through the point 

standings is more than 

enough of an incentive 

for drivers like Busch, 

Harvick and Truex Jr. to 

continue to drive hard 

for stage wins and race 

wins because the total 

of bonus points these 

drivers are put ting in the 

bank is enough to cov-

er them throughout the 

playoffs if they have one 

bad race in each of the 

fi rst three rounds. 

PI T NOTES:  Hen-

drick Motorsports placed 

three drivers in the top-

10 for the fi rst time 

since last season’s Oc-

tober race at Charlot te.  

Alex Bowman fi nished 

third, William Bryon fi n-

ished sixth and Chase 

Elliot t fi nished seventh.  

The only HMS driver 

to fi nish outside of the 

top-10 was seven-time 

series champion Jimmy 

Johnson who fi nished 

seventeenth.

Steve Mickey

Racin’

Race Preview
Event:  Go Bowling at 

the Glen

Track:  Watkins Glen 

International (2.45- 

mile road course with 

seven turns banked 

6o t0 10o)

Date:  August 5, 2:30 

p.m.

TV:  NBC

Radio:  MRN

Defending race win-

ner:  Martin Truex Jr.

Burchett preparing to guide 

Fordham offensive unit
A FLOYD CHRONI CLE 

AND TIMES STAFF 
REPORT 

BRONX, NY — With 

college football teams 

opening preseason camps, 

Prestonsburg High School 

graduate Michael Burchett 

is preparing to guide the 

Fordham University foot-

ball team's offensive unit in 

his fi rst season as offensive 

coordinator/quarterbacks 

coach.

Burchett was named 

offensive coordinator and 

quarterbacks coach at Ford-

ham in March. He ventured 

to New York after spending 

the past three years at West 

Virginia University, the past 

year as the offensive analyst 

where he was responsible 

for advanced scouting, pre-

liminary game planning, 

and offensive self-scout. 

Burchett also assisted in 

developing weekly game 

plans, specifi cally the pass 

game plan, and scripted the 

defensive scout team based 

on the offensive game plan.

In his fi rst two years 

in Morgantown, Burchett 

served as an offensive grad-

uate assistant where he was 

responsible for coaching 

the quarterbacks under the 

supervision of head coach 

Dana Holgorsen. He also 

conducted all position meet-

ings and daily drills with the 

Mountaineer quarterbacks 

and assisted in developing 

weekly pass game plans. 

Burchett’s in game duties 

included assisting with play 

calling and communicating 

with the head coach and 

quarterbacks.

Prior to his stint at 

West Virginia, Burchett 

was an offensive graduate 

assistant at his alma mater, 

the University of Kentucky 

in 2014 where he assisted 

the offensive coordinator/

quarterbacks coach in pro-

viding detailed breakdowns 

of opponent’s coverage ten-

dencies, fi rst down tenden-

cies and opening drive ten-

dencies. He also compiled 

opponent scouting reports, 

composed daily quarter-

back cut-ups for position 

meetings and coached the 

scout team, defensive sec-

ondary and linebackers.

A 2014 graduate of the 

University of Kentucky with 

a degree in mathematical 

economics, Burchett was 

a preferred walk-on for the 

Wildcats in 2010 and 2011, 

being a part of the 2011 

team that appeared in the 

BBVA Compass Bowl. He 

transferred to West Virgin-

ia in 2011 where he served 

as the backup to Geno 

Smith for two years as the 

Mountaineers won the 2011 

Big East championship and 

the 2012 Orange Bowl.

Burchett returned to 

Kentucky in 2013 where 

he served as a student as-

sistant while fi nishing his 

undergraduate degree. He 

also earned a master’s de-

gree in corporate and orga-

nizational communication 

from West Virginia in 2016.

The Rams compete in 

the Patriot League, which 

also includes Bucknell, 

Colgate, Georgetown, Holy 

Cross, Lafayette and Le-

high. Burchett will face a 

tough test in his fi rst outing 

as the Rams' offensive coor-

dinator. Fordham is sched-

uled to visit Charlotte for its 

season opener on Saturday, 

Sept. 1. 

Michael Burchett
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Don't get discouraged when you can get
moving.  Make this a year of cleaning up unfin-
ished business and clearing the way to head
into the future with optimism. Turn the tables
on any negatives in your life and invite positive
and progressive influences. It's up to you to
make things happen. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Use unique ways
to settle differences at home or with friends.
Know what you want and refuse to let anyone
convince you to take on more than you can
handle. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Welcome
change. Learn from new experiences and
engage in activities and events that will allow
you to appreciate what life has to offer. Expand
your interests and friendships. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Stay on top of
your responsibilities to ward off a challenging
situation with a controlling person. An emo-
tional discussion will help you gain favors and
respect. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- When in
doubt, be an observer, not a participant.
Consider your expectations as well as what
others want you to take on. Promising too
much will lead to a dispute. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Don't
act in haste. Time is on your side, and your
negotiating skills will be in tip-top shape.
Consider your needs and don't be afraid to ask
for what you want. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- You can
make positive long-term adjustments at home
or to special relationships with friends, rela-
tives or a loved one. Making special plans for
two will encourage a closer bond. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- Stay
focused and intent on finishing what you start.

Don't let your emotions lead to erratic behav-
ior or a costly mistake. Control and discipline
will be required. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Turn your
dream into a reality. Believe in your ability to
make things happen. Use your intuition and
determination to help your plans come to
fruition. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Offer your
assistance. How you deal with a friend, child
or loved one will make a difference. Be willing
to compromise to get things done. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Your emo-
tions will cause you to jump too quickly. Don't
feel the need to accommodate someone else's
schedule. If you feel uneasy about something,
don't make a move until you feel comfortable.  

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Don't take a
risk. If you want to travel or engage in talks
that are of a sensitive nature, you are best off
considering all the possibilities before moving
forward. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- Do your own
thing and explore new ways to put your skills
to good use. An adventure with someone you
love will help bring you closer together.

+

ACROSS
1 Unchanging
7 Suffers from

10 — Kong
14 Nanny from abroad (2 wds.)
15 Thurman of “The Golden Bowl”
16 Um-hmm (2 wds.)
17 Did beadwork
18 Student stat
19 Like lumber
20 Fruit-gathering container (2 wds.)
23 Puts in the fridge
26 Yeasty brew
27 Small bottles
28 Wagon part
29 Foxy
30 Keep off the air
31 Buy at auction
32 Cleveland cager
33 Tipped the scales
37 Tribute in verse
38 Tint
39 Each and every
40 Seine moorage
41 Sinews
43 Bad-mouth (var.)
44 Old cloth
45 Ecol. bureau
46 — -whiz!

47 Greek-salad topper
48 Dry-climate plants
51 Dinghy’s need
52 Asks a question
53 Implacably
56 Two fives for — —
57 Bracket type
58 Saffron dish
62 Insect pest
63 Twice DI
64 Awesome!
65 Of sound mind
66 Chest muscle, briefly
67 Cease

DOWN
1 Stockholm carrier
2 Well-known pharaoh
3 Loan abbr.
4 Gaudy trinket
5 “Peanuts” kid
6 Work units
7 Enormously
8 Sufficient
9 Volvo rival

10 Angry cat response
11 Honshu port
12 Stair post
13 Polite chaps

21 Splits in two
22 Is of use
23 Explorer Sebastian —
24 Rust or lime
25 Of yore
29 Gym offering
30 Contradict
32 Piano composer
33 Herons and egrets
34 Takes on
35 Delight
36 Monet contemporary
42 Political thaw
46 Highland tongue
47 Vestibules
48 Jagged rocks
49 State Farm competitor
50 Just washed
51 Dragon of puppetry
52 Shop class tool
54 Short-term worker
55 Future fries
59 Luau souvenir
60 Musical notes
61 CTRL neighbor 

TODAY’S CROSSWORD PUZZLE

TODAY’S SUDOKU PUZZLE

HOW

TO

PLAY:

• Each column 

has to have 

numbers 1 to 9

• Each row has to 

have numbers 1 

to 9

• Each 3x3 Box 

has to have 

numbers 1 to 9

GRIZZWELLS

FRANK & ERNEST

THATABABY

BORN LOSER

BIG NATE

All answers are in today’s edition

ARLO & JANIS

DAILY

ASTROGRAPH
by Eugenia Last



Adult

LOOKING FOR
LOVE or just a
friendly chat?
Connect with

Latino singles in
your area. 18-Plus

Call 1-866-686-
5936. Try it free.

MAKE A CON-
NECTION. Real

People, Flirty
Chat. Meet singles

right now! Call
Livelinks. Try it
FREE. Call now.
1-888-979-2264

TIRED OF THE
same old dating
sites? Meet real
people in your

area and make a
new connection on

your terms! 18
plus only. Call 1-

855-850-1741

Announcements

ADVERTISE your
JOB OPENING,
EVENT, ITEMS

FOR SALE, AUC-
TION, etc. in this
newspaper plus 85
other newspapers

in KY for only
$250. Save time
and money by

making one call
for all! For more
information, con-
tact the classified
department of this
newspaper or call
KPS at 1-502-223-
8821, email: spar-
ry@kypress.com

Automobiles

2017 TOYOTA
RAV4 Model LE,

Only 11,000 miles,
$18,000. Frankfort

502-223-8821

Automotive

DONATE YOUR
CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HER-

ITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3

Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free

Towing, All
Paperwork Taken
Care Of. CALL 1-

866-713-1593

GOT AN OLDER
CAR, BOAT OR

RV? Do the
humane thing.
Donate it to the
Humane Society.
Call 1- 855-443-

0865

DONATE YOUR
CAR FOR

BREAST CAN-
CER! Help United

Breast Cancer
Foundation educa-
tion, prevention, &
support programs.

FAST FREE
PICKUP - 24 HR

RESPONSE - TAX
DEDUCTION 1-

877-624-2030

Business Services

HughesNet
SATELLITE
Internet FOR
BUSINESS.

25mbps for just

$69.99/mo! Get
More Data FREE
Off-Peak Data.

Built-in WiFi for
wireless devices.
FREE Standard

Installation. CALL
1-855-893-3174

Cable/Utilities

DISH TV $59.99
For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed

Internet. Free
Installation,

Smart HD DVR
Included, Free
Voice Remote.

Some restrictions
apply. Call 1-855-

633-4574

DIRECTV
SELECT PACK-
AGE! Over 150

Channels! ONLY

$35/month (for 12
mos.) Order Now!
Get a $100 AT&T
Visa Rewards Gift

Card (some
restrictions apply)
CALL 1- 866-292-

5435

Cellular

GET AN IPHONE
8 or Samsung
Galaxy8 for

$34/month. Call
AT&T Wireless

today to learn how
to get a new

phone. Call while
supplies last. 1-
866-478-8859

Financial Services

DO YOU OWE
THE IRS!? Stop
Harassing Calls!

Stop wage
Garnishments! We
will fight the IRS

for you! FREE
Consultation 1-
855-398-3085

REVERSE MORT-
GAGE:

Homeowners age
62+ turn your

home equity into
tax-free cash!
Speak with an

expert today and
receive a free

booklet. 1-800-495-
8446

HAVE 10K IN
DEBT? National

Debt Relief is
rated A-Plus with

the BBB. You
could be debt free
in 24-48 months.
Call 1-877-934-

0632 now for a
free debt evalua-

tion.

Grocery

ENJOY 100%
GUARANTEED,
delivered to-the-

door Omaha
Steaks!  SAVE

75% PLUS get 4
more Burgers & 4

more Kielbasa
FREE! Order The
Family Gourmet
Buffet - ONLY

$49.99. Call 1-855-
995-4780 mention
code 51689NHJ or

visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/din-

ner28

Health Services

START SAVING

BIG On
Medications! Up
To 90% Savings

from
90DAYMEDS!

Over 3500
Medications
Available!

Prescriptions
Req'd. Pharmacy

Checker Approved.
CALL Today for

Your FREE Quote.
844-274-9350

**STOP STRUG-
GLING ON THE
STAIRS** Give

your life a lift with
an ACORN

STAIRLIFT! Call
now for $250 OFF
your stairlift pur-
chase and FREE
DVD & brochure!
1-855-709-8829

Classifieds
Work
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YOUR
AD

COULD
BE

HERE!
Call our

advertising
staff today

at (800) 539-
4054 for

more details.

Thanks Thanks 
For ReadingFor Reading

The FloydThe Floyd
ChronicleChronicle
&& TTimesimes

StatewidesTO OUR READERS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIISSSSHHHHEEEERRRR’’’’SSSS
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

All real estate ad-
vertising in this 
newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair 
Housing Act 
which makes it il-
legal to advertise 
“any preference, 
limitation or dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n
b a s e d
on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, handi-
cap, familial sta-
tus or national 
origin, or an in-
tention to make 
any such prefer-
ence, limitation 
or discrimina-
tion.” Familial in-
cludes children 
under the age of 
18 living with pa-
rents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant 
women and peo-
ple securing cus-
tody of children 
under 18.
This newspaper 
will not knowing-
ly accept any ad-
vertising for real 
estate which is in 
violation of the 
law. Our readers 
are hereby in-
formed that all 
dwellings adver-
tised in this 
newspaper are 
available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis. To com-
plain of discrimi-
nation, call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The 
toll-free number 
for the hearing 
impaired is 1-
800-927-9275.

PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCIIIIEEEESSSS
The Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times reserves 
the right to edit, 
properly classify, 
cancel or decline 
any ad. We will 
not knowingly ac-
cept advertising 
that discrimi-
nates on the basis 
of sex, age, reli-
gion, race,
n a t i o n -
al origin or physi-
cal disability.

PPPPLLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE    
CCCCHHHHEEEECCCCKKKK

YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR AAAADDDD
Please read your 
ad the first day it 
appears in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times. Report 
any errors imme-
diately and we 
will gladly correct 
any errors pub-
lished. Credit will 
be issued for one 
(1) day only. Af-
ter the first day 
the ad can be cor-
rected for the re-
maining number 
of runs, but credit 
will not be issued 
for days ad ran 
incorrectly.

PPPPEEEERRRRSSSSOOOONNNNAAAALLLL
AAAADDDD    PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCYYYY

Ads will be print-
ed at publisher’s 
discretion. 
Publisher not re-
sponsible for re-
sults, parties re-
sponding to or 
placing ads.

FOR SALE

NNNNEEEEEEEEDDDD    EEEEXXXXTTTTRRRRAAAA
CCCCAAAASSSSHHHH???? Run a 
Classified Ad. 
They Work!
Call (800)539-
4054 Today!

APARTMENTS-
UNFURNISHED

2222BBBBRRRR    DDDDUUUUPPPPLLLLEEEEXXXX,,,,    
CCCC EEEE NNNN TTTT RRRR AAAA LLLL
heat/air, total 
electric. Close to 
P r e s t o n s b u r g .  
Call 606-886-9007 
or 606-889-9747.

HOUSES FOR RENT

BBBBEEEEAAAAUUUUTTTTIIIIFFFFUUUULLLL 8888    
RRRROOOOOOOOMMMM House 
3BR, office, LR, 
DR, Kit, UR, 
Bath. No pets. 
$700mo. plus util-
ities and dep. Call 
859-533-7173.

3333BBBBRRRR,,,,    1111BBBBAAAA
HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE ffffoooorrrr    rrrreeeennnntttt....
Carport, large 
yard. Located be-
tween Prestons-
burg and Paints-
ville. Call 606-
886-9007 or 606-
889-9747.

MOBILE HOMES FOR

RENT

Call me,
GGGGiiiinnnnaaaa    FFFFeeeerrrrgggguuuussssoooonnnn,,,,

for all your 
advertising needs 

in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 

Times
Enhance your 
selling power 

today!
(800)539-4054

HOUSES FOR SALE

FFFFOOOORRRR    SSSSAAAALLLLEEEE    
NNNNEEEEAAAARRRR Prestons-
burg. Excellent 
neighborhood. 3-4 
BR, 2 BA, recent 
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
$165,000. Offers 
considered. Please 
message if need-
ed. 606-889-0199.

TOWNHOUSE/COND

O

2222    &&&&    3333 Bedroom 
Townhouse with 
basement, in-
cludes stove, re-
frigerator, dish-
washer. The price 
for the 2 bedroom 
$900 and 3 bed-
room $950.
Please call 606-
432-4653 or cell 
606-794-1463.

EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITY

HHHHEEEELLLLPPPP WWWWAAAANNNNTTTTEEEEDDDD
Experienced auto/ 
truck body repair 
person. Good pay 
with experience. 
Steady work in 
Pikeville. Tools 
supplied. Send re-
sume to: 

BBBBooooddddyyyy    RRRReeeeppppaaaaiiiirrrr    
PPPPOOOO    BBBBooooxxxx    888800002222    

PPPPiiiikkkkeeeevvvviiiilllllllleeee,,,,    KKKKYYYY    
44441111555500001111

E.O.E.

HHHH AAAA NNNN DDDD YYYY MMMM AAAA NNNN     
NNNNEEEEEEEEDDDDEEEEDDDD    FFFFOOOORRRR    
W h e e l w r i g h t  
Branham Hts. 
Apts. Part-time.
No Experience 
Necessary. Basic 
tools req. Call 
(606)452-4777 or 
(606)432-3286.

LEGALS

TTTTHHHHEEEE    HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSIIIINNNNGGGG    
AAAAUUUUTTTTHHHHOOOORRRRIIIITTTTYYYY
OOOOFFFF    MMMMAAAARRRRTTTTIIIINNNN
iiiissss    ddddeeeeccccllllaaaarrrriiiinnnngggg    
ssssuuuurrrrpppplllluuuussss    aaaannnndddd    

ccccuuuurrrrrrrreeeennnnttttllllyyyy    
ttttaaaakkkkiiiinnnngggg    SSSSeeeeaaaalllleeeedddd    

BBBBiiiiddddssss    oooonnnn    66669999    
WWWWiiiinnnnddddoooowwww    

AAAA////CCCC    uuuunnnniiiittttssss....
All items are used 
and may or may 
not be operation-
al.  All items are 
being sold ““““AAAASSSS    
IIIISSSS”””” and with ““““NNNNOOOO    
WWWWAAAA RRRR RRRR AAAA NNNN TTTT YYYY ”””” ....
All items can be 
inspected/bid on 
at the central of-
fice located at 109 
Raymond Griffith 
Drive #1101, Mar-
tin, KY from 9 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Monday-Friday,  
except Wednesday 
afternoons.  Bids 
should be sealed 
and labeled sur-
plus.  Inspections 
and bidding will 
end AAAAuuuugggguuuusssstttt    11115555,,,,    
2222000011118888    aaaatttt    11112222    pppp....mmmm....
If you have any 
questions or are 
interested in plac-
ing a bid, contact 
Linda Howell at 
(606) 285-3681.
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