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Lady Jaguars enter 

promising offseason

14A

Floyd Chronicle and Times fi le photo

This section of the Minnie-Harold connector is in-

complete at this time. Last year, residents who live in 

the area said completing this section of the road will 

help alleviate dust problems on Little Mud.

Major road 

projects wiped off 

funding list in Floyd
BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER

The Kentucky House 
approved the state’s two-
year road spending plan 
last week, and two of 
Floyd County’s biggest 
road projects did not 

make the list.
Work on the Moun-

tain Parkway in Floyd 
County and the Minnie 
to Harold Connector was 
included in the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet ’s 

Halbert:  ‘The patching 
days are over with’
BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER

Floyd County Detention Center 
employees are working in deplorable 
conditions, but county offi cials hope 

they don’t have to continue working 

like that for long.

Jail offi cials say the facility’s roof 

has been leaking for more than a 

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Floyd County Detention Center employees have been battling a leaky roof on the 

facility for years, a problem Judge-Executive Ben Hale blamed on the lack of main-

tenance in prior administrations. Jailer Stuart “Bear” Halbert said the problem is 

now “uncontrollable.” Offi  cials are planning a jail roof replacement this year.

See PATCHING, Page 10A

See PROJECTS, Page 7A

Floyd man 
sentenced to 
10 years in 

child porn case
BY CHASE ELLI S

APPALACHI AN 
NEWSPAPERS

A former Floyd 
County pastor who 
pleaded guilty to a fed-
eral child porn charge 
was sentenced to 10 
years in prison Tuesday 
in U.S. District Court in 
Pikeville.

David Glenn Boyd, 
53, who previously 
served as pastor of 
the Wheelwright Bap-
tist Center and worked 
in faith-based social 
work, was sentenced 
to 10 years in prison 
after pleading guilty to 
one count of distribut-
ing visual depictions 
involving the use of a 
minor engaging in sex-
ually explicit conduct.

During the sen-
tencing hearing Friday, 
Boyd’s defense at tor-

ney Ned Pillersdorf 
objected to a penalty 
enhancement in which 
Boyd was alleged to 
have “submit ted links 
(to child pornogra-
phy) in exchange for 
valuable information.” 
During the argument, 
Pillersdorf said Boyd 
had initial interest in 
“adult porn,” but it 
“admit tedly” changed 
to child porn. But for 
the enhancement, ac-
cording to Pillersdorf, 
people who are look-
ing into child porn, 
“have to trade links to 
receive links,” thus all 
child porn cases would 
be eligible for that en-
hancement.

Assistant U.S. At-
torney David Marye 
said that Boyd real-
ized there was more 
than “adult porn …, but 

Pikeville officer 
killed in line of duty

AN APPALACHI AN NEWSPAPERS

STAFF REPORT

PIKEVILLE — “A community that 
is safer for his service,” were the 
words spoken about the commitment 
Pikeville Police Offi cer Scotty Hamilton 
made to both the city of Pikeville and 
to Pike County.

In a press conference held early 

Wednesday morning at the depart-
ment, Pikeville Mayor Jimmy Carter 
confi rmed that Offi cer Scotty Hamil-
ton, a 12-year veteran of the depart-
ment, was shot and killed in the line of 
duty late Tuesday night.

City offi cials said Hamilton was 
assisting Kentucky State Police in 
the investigation of a crime in the 

Appalachian Newspapers photo by Cody Davis

Members of the Pikeville Fire Department salute as the ambulance which carried 

the body of Pikeville Police Offi  cer Scotty Hamilton makes its fi nal turn into J.W. 

Call and Son Funeral Home. Hamilton, a 12-year veteran of the PPD, was killed 

Tuesday night during an investigation in the Hurricane Creek area of Pike County.

See OFFICER, Page 8A

See CASE, Page 8A



BY ELAI NE BELCHER

APPALACHI AN NEWSPAPERS

Members of the Way-
land City Council voted 
Tuesday to submit let-
ters to Jeff Baird at the 
Kentucky Department of 
Mines and Permits con-
fi rming that the lease with 
Landfall Mining has been 
terminated and they no 
longer have permission to 
mine within the Wayland 
city limits.  

According to Wayland 
Mayor Jerry Fultz, the 
action will force Landfall 
Mining to either begin the 
reclamation process or sell 
their permit. Landfall Coal 
has leased the property 
from the city on an an-
nual basis for at least the 
last 10 years, according to 
Fultz, and sub-contracted 
surface mining to other 
companies that paid the 
city royalties on what was 
mined.  However, with 
the downturn of the coal 
economy, Fultz said, Land-

fall and its sub-contractors 
have not been working 
the site for the past year 
or so and therefore the 
city has opted to not re-
new the lease.

The council signed a 
lease with Knott Coun-
ty Coal, LLC during Feb-
ruary’s meeting for the 
mineral rights for the 
next three years and de-
livered an advanced roy-
alties check for $3,000. 
According to Fultz, the 
council negotiated with 
Knott County Coal to pay 
a minumum of $1,000 per 
month in royalties for the 
life of the lease.  

Knott County Coal Rep-
resentative Rex Frohnapfl  
reported to the council that 
he has attempted to reach 
out to Landfall Mining with 
the offer to buy the permit 
from Landfall. However, as 
of presstime, no reply has 
been received.

Frohnapfl  contacted 
the Department of Mining 
and Permits to determine 

the correct procedures on 
how to proceed and he said 
Baird advised the city to 
issue the letter to him con-
fi rming Landfall Coal’s min-
ing lease termination from 
Wayland City Council.

According to Wayland 
City Attorney Tyler Green, 
Landfall has up to 30 days 
to respond by selling the 
claim or beginning the rec-
lamation process and that 
the letter from the coun-
cil would simply expedite 
the process to transferring 
the mining permit to Knott 
County Coal.

“It would cost the 
company less to sell the 
permit than it would to 
go through the reclama-
tion process,” said Green.  
“Landfall has the option of 
either selling the lease or 
giving the permit to Knott 
County Coal.  If they give 
over the permit, then we 
will work on renegotiating 
the Knott lease with the 
city down the line.”
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Parent claims 
‘hit list ’ found at school

BY MARY MEADOWS 
STAFF WRI TER

ALLEN — Law en-
forcement offi cials re-
sponded to two incidents 
at Allen Elementary 
School this week, one 
of which prompted a 
school-wide lockdown on 
March 15.

On Tuesday, March 
13, the Floyd County 
Sherif f ’s Department was 
called to invest igate what 
one stepparent alleged to 
be a “hit  list ”  of student 
names at the school. 

That parent, Steph-
anie Shepherd, said her 
13-year-old stepdaugh-
ter texted her on March 
15 to report  that one of 
her friends was named 
on that “hit  list,”  and 
she complained that the 
school did not inform 
parents about that inci-
dent.

“My main concern 
was if the (student) want-
ed to hurt  somebody or 

kill somebody, if (he/she) 
wanted to come to school 
and act upon it , (he/she) 
could have shot students 
other than those on the 
list,”  she said. “I  would 
have much rather got ten 
a caut ionary call about it 
rather than a panic-mode 
text from a 13-year-old.” 

She said the school 
sent a let ter home two 
months ago af ter bullets 
were found in a student ’s 
book bag, but they deter-
mined “ there was noth-
ing to”  that incident. 

“That ’s been kept 
hush-hush, too,”  she 
said. 

Floyd County Inter-
im Superintendent Steve 
Trimble confi rmed that a 
list  of student names was 
found on Tuesday, saying 
he believe it  included the 
names of fi ve students 
who at tend the school. 
He could not confi rm who 
found the list  or where 
it  was found, but noted 
offi cials did not believe 
there were any threats to 
students. 

“A student had a list 
of kids and I  think there’s 
four or fi ve kids on 
there,”  he said. “I  guess 
you could consider it  a hit 
list  t ype of thing.”

Trimble said the 
school dealt  with the sit-
uat ion by contact ing the 
Floyd County Sherif f ’s 
Department and telling 
the parents of students 
whose names were on 
the list .

He said school of-
fi cials completed their 
invest igat ion and deter-
mined no threat existed 
for students.

“Absolutely not, at 
no t ime were there any 
threat to students,”  he 
said. “We did not feel like 
that at all.”  

Floyd County Sher-
if f John Hunt called it  a 
“very low level”  incident. 
He reported the child 
who reportedly made the 
list  had a behavioral dis-
order and there was no 
criminal intent with the 
list .

“ I  don’t  know if you’d 
call it  a hit  list,”  he said. 
“The (student) acted out 
on paper. I t  just said a 
bad list  and a good list . I t 
had a bad list  with names 
on it  and a good list  with 
names on it .”  

He said that list  did 
mention the word “kill,”  

but it  was not writ ten as 
a threat. He said one side 
read “good list,”  and the 
other side “was like ‘bad 
kill’ or ‘bad list  to kill’ or 
something like that.’”  

“To be honest, it ’s 
about what you would 
expect of a person of that 
mentalit y to write,”  he 
said, point ing out, “There 
was no threat to one kid 
or a group of kids.” 

Addressing Shep-
herd’s concerns, Hunt 
that school offi cials dealt 
with the situat ion quickly. 

Hunt said, “I  think 
most people think the 
school didn’t  do any-
thing about it , but they 
did very quickly,”  he said. 
“Due to the age or con-
dit ion of the child, it  was 
not broadcasted or what-
ever. But it  was handled 
very quickly.”

He and one of his 
deputies, Landon Hall, 
worked another inves-
t igat ion with the Ken-
tucky State Police at the 
school on March 15 that 
came about because of a 
domestic dispute in the 
parking lot .

Hunt said at approx-
imately 9 a.m., Allen El-
ementary was place on 
lockdown because of that 
incident. 

He said it  was a ver-
bal dispute between Don-
nie Adams, 36, of Auxier 
and his girlfriend. He re-
ported that a school dis-
trict  employee was in the 
area where Adams and 
his girlfriend were argu-
ing and Adams allegedly 
took the employee’s cell 
phone by force to call 
911.

“This guy ends up 
taking away the cell 
phone of the school em-
ployee by force. He calls 
911 from there,”  Hunt 
said. 

He explained that 
someone at the scene 
was threatening to call 
police because of the 
verbal altercat ion, and 
he alleged that Adams 
forcibly took the school 
district  employee’s phone 
and called 911 on him-
self.

“He calls 911 himself 
on himself and throws 
the phone down and 
leaves, walks away on 
foot,”  Hunt said.

Adams was arrested 
at 10:15 a.m. at his home 
in Auxier and charged 
with assault  involving a 
school offi cial in the third 
degree, a felony charge.

Hunt said the inves-
t igat ion is ongoing and 
more charges may be 
pending against Adams. 
Offi cials are conduct ing 
further invest igat ion into 
the init ial call of domestic 
violence, he said. Adams 
was lodged in the Floyd 
County Detent ion Center.

AES placed on lockdown 

following parking lot altercation

Wayland City Council 
clears the path for Knott 
County Coal Company
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Applications sought for annual roadside sprays
SPECI AL TO THE 

FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND TI MES 

Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet crews will begin treat-
ing for noxious and nuisance 
weeds throughout the state 
this month. The treatments 
aid in controlling the spread of 
undesirable plants along state 

highway rights of way. 
The Cabinet, in accor-

dance with KRS 176.051, tar-
gets Johnson grass, giant fox-
tail, Canada thistle, nodding 
thistle, common teasel, multi-
fl ora rose, amur honeysuckle, 
poison hemlock, marestail, 
Japanese knotweed and kud-
zu.

Left uncontrolled, noxious 
weeds can grow so large that 
they interfere with a driver’s 
line of vision on highways. 
They can also damage pave-
ment and embankments and 
clog ditches, causing drainage 
problems.

Noxious weeds often in-
vade and destroy the roadside 

turf grass, leaving these areas 
vulnerable to erosion. They 
can also smother native plants 
through rapid reproduction 
and long-term persistence.

Motorists are reminded to 
use extra caution when crews 
spraying for weeds are out on 
the roadways.

Property owners who 
are actively treating noxious 
weeds on private property 
may request the eradication 
of nuisance weeds found on 
adjacent state-owned right 
of way. A written application 
must be submitted to the 
property owner’s local high-
way district offi ce. To request 
an application locally, please 
call the Highway District 12 
offi ce in Pikeville at, (606) 433-
7791.

Got weeds? Hueysville 
man gets 

leniency in 
bus incident

A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 
TI MES STAFF REPORT 

A Floyd County man 
who faced 30 counts of 
wanton endangerment 
from a 2017 incident in 
which he nearly crashed 
into a school bus found 
leniency in Floyd County 
Circuit Court last week. 

After a recommenda-
tion from the Common-
wealth’s Attorney Arnold 
Brent Turner, Circuit 
Judge Thomas M. Smith 
placed Matthew Prater, 
25, of Hueysville, on pre-
trial diversion. 

Turner’s offi ce rec-
ommended a sentence 
of fi ve years, with that 
sentence being placed 
on pretrial diversion for 
fi ve years, provided that 
Prater follows the con-
ditions of his probation. 
During that time, he is 
required to undergo sub-
stance abuse treatment, 
to refrain from consum-
ing alcohol and to not 
drive without a license 
or insurance. He was giv-
en 90 days to pay court 
costs associated with the 
case.

Prior to the hearing, 
Judge Smith told Prater 

that his case was men-
tioned in the Kentucky 
legislature last week 
as “an example of how 
you’re supposed to han-
dle one of these cases.”

“You can get in a 
whole lot of trouble real 
fast, and you’ve kept a 
very clean record all of 
your life,” Smith told him. 
“You know better than 
what happened, and 
based upon what I ’ve 
seen, we don’t have to 
worry about you coming 
back and doing this any-
more, do we?”

“No,” Prater said. 
Prater, represented 

by Prestonsburg at torney 
Ned Pillersdorf, faced a 
possible penalty of be-
tween one and fi ve years 
for each of the 30 counts 
of fi rst-degree wanton 
endangerment.

He was arrested in 
February 2017 when 
Wayland Police Chief Bri-
an Ratliff accused him 
of driving over a medi-
an and narrowly missing 
an oncoming school bus 
that was transportation 
29 children and a bus 
driver—the reason for 30 
counts of wanton endan-
germent. 
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EDITORIAL:
Legislature made the mess with teacher pensions and 

benefits, now it’s responsible for digging us out
What’s happening in 

Kentucky right now with 
public pensions is not a 
surprise.

In fact, for several 
years now, the warning 
signs have been in place — 
Kentucky’s public pension 
system, as it exists now, is 
not sustainable.

For years, the amount 
of unfunded liability in the 
state’s pension systems 
have grown to — accord-
ing to some estimates — 
more than 40 percent. In 
other words, the state has 
less than half of what it will 
need to fund the pension 
costs of the employees to 
whom its already made 
promises.

This is not new infor-
mation.

For years, most legisla-
tive sessions have begun 
with talk on the part of 
legislators that, “We must 
deal with public pensions.” 
However, most sessions 
have also ended with the 

words, “We’ll get to pen-
sions next year.”

The state of the crisis is 
growing, which means that 
the methods of dealing 
with it are also becoming 
more radical.

Across the common-
wealth, and in our own 
backyard, teachers and 
others are expressing their 
displeasure. Their words 
seem to echo from across 
the state line in West Vir-
ginia, where teachers took 
part in a nine-day walkout.

The walkout just end-
ed last week, when the 
West Virginia Senate fi nally 
agreed with the House, to 
a 5 percent wage increase 
for teachers and all state 
employees. The resolution 
to the nine-day walkout 
also included an agree-
ment by the governor and 
legislature to freeze any 
proposed changes to the 
public worker healthcare 
system, PEIA (Public Edu-
cation Insurance Agency), 

until June 2019, as well as 
to appoint a task force to 
look into ways to get it fully 
funded.

Could the same thing 
happen here? Possibly. The 
tensions are high and the 
answers that have been 
offered are not acceptable 
to all parties involved.

There are a lot of ques-
tions remaining out there, 
but one question that is 
easily answered hinges on 
responsibility. There is no 
doubt that the Kentucky 
legislature is the party re-
sponsible for bringing the 
situation to an impasse 
and now bears the bulk of 
the responsibility for fi nd-
ing a solution.

If a government fund 
comes to a point where it’s 
not sustainable, there are 
two solutions — cuts or 
a new source of revenue. 
Cuts, while often the best 
option when it comes to 
government agencies, are 
not necessarily the best 

tactic for dealing with any-
thing in the educational 
fi eld. 

Reducing or weakening 
teacher pay and/or bene-
fi ts simply makes Kentucky 
a less competitive state 
in teacher recruitment. It 
would also take aim at a 
group of employees who 
are dealing with far less 
resources than they need 
to get by — as evidenced 
by the amount of personal 
money many teachers put 
in each year buying equip-
ment and tools for stu-
dents that the state will no 
longer fund.

For the retired teach-
ers, the state made prom-
ises that it’s now fi nding 
diffi cult to keep, but cut-
ting anything going to 
them sends a message 
that, when it comes to 
government, a promise is 
not a promise.

Government is often 
really good at missing the 
full impact of the actions 

it takes, especially when 
it involves employee cut-
backs.

We don’t have the an-
swer, and we don’t really 
know whether the legisla-
tion which has been pro-
posed is the answer.

But here’s what we do 
know: The Kentucky legis-
lature made this mess, and 
is also required, not only 
legally, but ethically, to 
come to a solution which 
doesn’t harm education or 
those who have dedicated 
their lives to education. At 
the same time, the legis-
lature must avoid putting 
more burden on already 
stretched-thin taxpayers, 
who are often struggling 
to stay afl oat themselves.

And there’s no longer 
room to “kick the can” 
down the road. The time 
is now. The responsibility 
is apparent. Now, we need 
our leaders to rise to the 
occasion.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

‘Floyd superintendent search tainted/damaged/smeared’
After reading the 

Floyd County Chroni-
cle and Times’ Weekend 
Edition, March 2-4, 2018, 
we realize the same old 
tactics are once again 
being used by your board 
of education members. 
If it were not for the 
Floyd County Chronicle 

and Times, we would 
have never known about 
board members wanting 
to shorten the superin-
tendent search prior to 
the May primary. Once 
again, boys and girls, 
your tax dollars have 
paid the Kentucky School 
Board Association to do a 

nationwide search for the 
best and most-qualifi ed 
applicants.

At the Feb. 26 board 
meeting at Betsy Layne, 
board members want-
ed to end the superin-
tendent search. Board 
members want to end 
the search, end the con-

tract with KSBA, and pick 
a “straw superintendent.” 
Why would board mem-
bers, out of the blue, ca-
priciously and arbitrarily 
throw your money away 
you paid the KSBA and 
all the hours of the hard 
work the superintendent 
search committee spent 

on choosing the best and 
most-qualifi ed superin-
tendent?

Questions to ask 
yourself:

Do any of your board 
members have fami-
ly members running for 
magistrate in the May 
primary?

Did any of these 
same board members 
vote to waste thousands 
of dollars your boys and 
girls could have used on 
ending condemnation 
proceedings to acquire 
the new Floyd Central 
High School site when 
they fi red the Smith Law 
Firm and built a school 
on a silt pond and hollow 
fi ll?

Always remember 
this.

Brent Allen,
Eastern
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“Bobcat” Jackson
Robert Earl “Bobcat” 

Jackson, 72, of George-
town, died Friday, Mar. 9, 
2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Operation 
Clean 
Sweep 
is this 

weekend
A FLOYD CHRONICLE AND 

TIMES STAFF REPORT

Hundreds of volun-
teers are expected to 
participate in the annual 
Operation Clean Sweep 
at Jenny Wiley State Re-
sort Park this weekend.

The event will begin 
at 9 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 17, at the park’s 
convention center park-
ing lot and last through-
out the day. Volunteers 
who pre-registered will 
be given T-shirts and 
lunch will be provided at 
noon for all volunteers at 
the campground.

Volunteers will re-
move trash from the 
park’s shorelines and 
park offi cials will help 
some volunteers pick up 
trash via boat on Dewey 
Lake. Volunteers of all 
ages are welcome. Gar-
bage bags will be provid-
ed. 

The park has part-
nered with community 
sponsors to host this 
event annual for several 
years. Anyone interested 
in volunteering is asked 
to stop by the conven-
tion center parking lot 
on Saturday or call (606) 
889-1790 for more infor-
mation.

Shock probation denied 
for drug trafficker

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

 Floyd County Circuit 
Judge Thomas M. Smith 
denied a request for shock 
probation last week for a 
Stanville resident convicted 
of drug traffi cking. 

On March 8, Judge Smith 
made the ruling with the 
recommendation of Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Arnold 
Brent Turner, who asked him 
to adhere to a plea deal 
to which Stanville resident 
Ryan Hackworth agreed at 
the time of his conviction. 

Telling Smith that Hack-
worth is employed, his at-
torney William Collins asked 
the court for his release so 
he could help his family. 

“He has a two-year-old 
child that needs a father, as 
well as the wages he would 

earn when he’s out,” Collins 
said. He said that Hackworth 
had “been on the straight 
and narrow before he went 
in on these charges.” 

Hackworth told Judge 
Smith that he could also 
help care for his 80-year-
old grandmother if he is re-
leased. He mentioned that 
he passed all of his drug 
tests while on pre-trial re-
lease prior to his incarcera-
tion.

“I’d like to get back out 
there and be able to care for 
my family, help them out, 
and show you all that I’m 
going to do good and make 
everybody proud of me,” he 
said. 

He reported having spent 
a couple of months behind 
bars. 

Turner said the fi rst-de-
gree traffi cking charge 

against Hackworth is a Class 
D felony, which carries a 
penalty of fi ve years, and his 
offi ce agreed to give him the 
minimum sentence of three 
years in exchange for his 
guilty plea. 

He said part of Hack-
worth’s plea deal was that 
he agreed to serve time so 
the mother of his child would 
not have to serve time. 

Collins said Turner was 
accurate in his description 
of that agreement and noted 
that he has no complaints 
about it. He asked, however, 
if retaining Hackworth in jail 
would “serve the interest of 
the Commonwealth” when 
he could be out earning 
money to support his family.

“Well, this is a diffi cult 
decision, Mr. Hackworth,” 
Judge Smith said. “You’re 
someone that I have enjoyed 

dealing with, and I don’t say 
that very often.”

He overruled the motion, 
citing the severity and na-
ture of the crime, as well as 
Turner’s recommendation. 
He noted that Hackworth 
will qualify for parole soon.

He said he looked for-
ward to Hackworth becom-
ing a productive citizen. 

Hackworth was arrested 
by the Floyd County Sheriff’s 
Department in September 
2016, following an investi-
gation that lasted several 
months. The department re-
ported that the investigation 
came from drug traffi cking 
complaints in the Mare Creek 
community of Stanville and 
deputies gathered suffi cient 
evidence to present the case 
to the grand jury.

Candlelight vigil for youth 
violence next week

A FLOYD CHRONICLE AND 
TIMES STAFF REPORT

Students from the 
Carl D. Perkins Job 
Corps Center invite the 
public to a candlelight 
vigil in Prestonsburg 
next week to raise 
awareness about youth 
violence. 

The center is host-
ing the candlelight vigil 

at 6:30 p.m. on March 
22, as part of the Na-
tional Youth Violence 
Prevention Week and 
the center’s student-led 
anti-violence initiative, 
Youth 2 Youth: Partners 
4 Peace.

The candlelight vig-
il will take place in the 
stage area in downtown 
Prestonsburg with May-
or Mayor Les Stapleton 

serving as guest speak-
er. The vigil will take 
place at dark and will 
feature music, the cen-
ter reported, and infor-
mational resources will 
be offered by several 
agencies. Candles will 
be provided to guests. 

Carl D. Perkins stu-
dents joined the nation-
al Job Corps-based Y2Y 
program in 2015, with 

three basic aims: to talk 
about violence and ag-
gression in their com-
munities, to empower 
one another to prevent 
violence and aggression 
and to share their sto-
ries and talk about solu-
tions to help prevent vi-
olence and aggression.

“We have to help 
in every way we can to 
stop violent acts,” Y2Y 

Student Ambassador 

Frank Rivera said. 

Agencies interested 

in setting up an infor-

mational table at this 

event should call Jim-

mie Wilson at, (606) 

433-2265, or email her 

at, wilson.jimmie@job-

corps.org.

Community calendar
• March 14; 1 p.m.: 

Story Time, Eastern li-
brary.  (606) 377-2860

• March 14; 2 p.m.: 
Story Time, Prestons-
burg library. (606) 886-
2981

• March 14, 5 p.m.: 
Wheelwright City Com-
mission meets, city hall. 
(606) 452-4202

• March 14-15,  8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.: Big San-
dy Community & Techni-
cal College, Pikeville, to 
host underground mine 
retraining. (606) 218-
1228

• March 14; 3:30 
p.m.: After School Craft 
Program, Prestonsburg 
library. (606) 886-2981

• March 15; 8:30 

a.m. to 5 p.m.: Anime 
Day Fanart Contest 
2018, Prestonsburg li-
brary. (606) 886-2981

• March 15; 10:30 
a.m.: Storytime, Pres-
tonsburg library. (606) 
886-2981

• March 15, 10 a.m.: 
The Big Sandy Elder 
Abuse Council meets, 
Big Sandy Area Devel-
opment District. (606) 
886-2374. 

• March 15; 6 p.m.: 
Floyd County Farm-
ers Market meets Floyd 
County Extension offi ce. 
(606) 886-2668

• March 15; 6:30 p.m.: 
Free movie night, “Thor 
Ragnarok,” Prestonsburg 
library. (606) 886-2981

• March 16; 10 a.m.: 

Floyd County Fiscal Court 
meets, county court-
house. (606) 886-9193

• March 16; 7:30 
p.m.: Ronnie Milsap in 
concert, Mountain Arts 
Center. 888-MAC-ARTS

• March 17; 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.: Volunteers 
sought for Operation 
Clean Sweep, Jenny Wi-
ley State Resort Park, 
with registration at the 
convention center park-
ing lot. Free T-shirts for 
all registered volunteers; 
lunch provided. (606) 
889-1790

• March 17; 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m.: Big Sandy Com-
munity & Technical Col-
lege to offer social media 
training, Mayo campus. 
$100. Register by con-

tacting Danny Tonkin at 
(606) 230-0354

• March 17; 10 a.m.: 
Anime Day, Prestonsburg 
library. (606) 886-2981

• March 17; 6 p.m.: 
Floyd County School 
District Superintendent 
Screening Committee 
meets, May Valley Ele-
mentary.

• March 19-March 
30; 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.: 
Big Sandy Communi-
ty & Technical College, 
Pikeville to host initial 
underground mine train-
ing. (606) 218-1228

• March 19; 5 p.m.: 
Floyd County Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict meets at the dis-
trict offi ce, 18 Mayo Br., 
Brandykeg. (606) 889-
9800 

• March 19; 5:30 
p.m.: Floyd County Li-
brary hosts book club. 
(606) 886-2981

• March 19; 6 p.m.: 
Prestonsburg City Coun-
cil meets, city hall. (606) 
886-2335

• March 20; 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m.: AARP 
Tax help, Prestonsburg 
library. (606) 886-2981 

• March 20; 3:30 
p.m.: Mountain Arts 

Center Board of Direc-
tors to meet. (606) 889-
9125

• March 20; 4 p.m.: 
Teen/Tween Loom Mak-
ing, Eastern library. (606) 
377-2860

• March 20; 5:15 
p.m.: Jenny Wiley Chap-
ter of the AARP meets at 
Highland Terrace, Pres-
tonsburg. 

• March 20; 5:30 
p.m.: Sign language 
class, Eastern library. 
(606) 377-2860

• March 20; 6 p.m.: 
Prestonsburg Utilities 
Commission meets, utili-
ties offi ce

• March 20; 6:30 
p.m.: Allen Elementary 
Performing Arts presents 
Where in the World is 
Carmen Sandiego? Free 
admission at the Moun-
tain Arts Center.

• Every Wednesday, 1 
p.m., through May 2: Sto-
ry Time, Eastern library. 
(606) 377-2860

• First, third Thurs-
day, 8 p.m.: Comedy 
Night, Dewey’s Bar and 
Grill, Jenny Wiley State 
Resort Park. (606) 889-
1790

• Every Tuesday, 
7 p.m.: Lane of Roses 

Women’s Bible Study 
meets at City Perk, Pres-
tonsburg. ayngeleaste-
vens.laneofroses@gmail.
com or (606) 367-2970

• Every Monday; 
3:30 p.m., through May 
7: Mommy and Me Sew-
ing Class, Prestonsburg 
Library. (606) 886-2981

• Every Tuesday, 
Through May 1; 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m.: Big Sandy 
Community & Technical 
College, Mayo campus, 
to host woodworking 
class. Registration ac-
cepted on any Tuesday. 
The class is for anyone 
interested in woodwork-
ing and building projects 
with wood. This course 
is specifi cally designed 
for working adults with 
beginner, intermediate, 
and advanced experi-
ence levels. (606)788-
2832   

• Big Sandy Commu-
nity & Technical College 
hosts driver’s education 
and refresher cours-
es on an individualized 
basis. Basic River Mo-
torcycle classes also 
available. Pre-register at 
(606) 218-1228
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2016-2022 Highway Plan, 
which was released in 2016, 
but those two projects are 
not on the two-year fund-
ing plan approved by legis-
lators last week. 

The bill passed with a 
vote of 66-25 on March 7, 
with support from some 
local legislators, includ-
ing John Blanton, R-Sa-
lyersville, Chris Fugate, 
R-Chavies, and Angie Hat-
ton, D-Whitesburg. 

Rep. Larry Brown, 
R-Prestonsburg, did not 
vote for or against the 
plan, but Rep. Chris Harris, 
D-Forest Hills, opposed it.

Harris said in a press 
release that tens of millions 
of dollars in projects that 
are “vital to opening up the 
roads in Eastern Kentucky” 
were completely removed 
from the plan.

“They’re not moved 

back, they’re not bumped 
back to a different time, 
not delayed, they’re just 
taken out like they don’t 
exist,”  said Harris. “This is 
not what the people in Pike 
and Martin counties expect 
from their leadership.”

The 2016 six-year road 
plan included more than 
$24 million in construction 
in Floyd County for the 
Mountain Parkway project 
from 2018 to 2020; and it 
included $25.2 million for 
the Minnie-Harold connec-
tor, which was scheduled 
to be funded in 2016, but is 
not completed. 

The Minnie-Harold 
Connector is set to receive 
more than $13 million for 
completion in 2021 and 
nearly $20 million in 2022 in 
the new six-year road plan, 
House Joint Resolution 75, 
which was also approved by 
the House on March 7. That 
resolution, however, does 
not mention construction 
of the Mountain Parkway 

in Floyd County. Portions 
of the Mountain Parkway 
project are funded for other 
counties, however, in both 
the two-year road funding 
plan and the new six-year 
road plan, both of which 
still must fi nd approval in 
the Senate. 

Legislators report that 
the two-year road funding 
plan priorit izes funding for 
bridges in the state, as well 
as projects geared to spur 
economic development, like 
$14 million proposed for in-
frastructure that would help 
EnerBlue, Inc., a company 
that plans to open in Pike 
County.

Floyd County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Ben Hale said he’s 
not worried about Floyd 
County’s remaining section 
of Mountain Parkway proj-
ect, because he expects it 
to be funded in later years. 
He is frustrated, however, 
that the Minnie-Harold con-
nector project will not be 
funded soon.

Construction is com-
plete on all but one section 
of the Minnie-Harold con-
nector, which is planned to 
connect Ky. 680 with Harold. 
The Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet announced the 
beginning of construction 
on the next-to-last section 
of the road in 2015, but, 
with more than $80 mil-
lion already invested in this 
project, a two-mile section 
in the center of this road is 
still incomplete at this time. 

“I t ’s a shame,” Hale 
said. “I  don’t know why 
we’re get ting ignored….
It ’s a shame to have a road 
that has a beginning and an 
end, but no middle.”

He said fi nishing the 
project would improve 
emergency service re-
sponse times in that area 
and it could open that area 
to more economic develop-
ment.

“I t would really help 
our county,” he said. “I  
just don’t understand why 

there’s  not more of an em-
phasis on get ting that fi n-
ished up. I t makes no sense 
... I t ’s frustrating. I t ’s frus-
trating that they do not get 
it in there now. That ’s kind 
of been put in limbo over 
the last two years. We real-
ly need to get that last sec-
tion of 680 done and make 
it a good road.” 

He said hopes the Sen-
ate will make changes to 
the two-year funding plan. 

As approved, the bill 
provides more than $20 
million for Floyd County 
road projects from 2018 
to 2020: $322,000 for one 
project in 2018, $15 million 
for fi ve projects in 2019 and 
$4.97 million for fi ve proj-
ects in 2020.

In this fi scal year, 
$322,000 is designated 
for bridge repairs on Lit tle 
Paint Creek, located near 
the Floyd/Johnson County 
line.

In the 2019 fi scal year, 
$940,000 is designated to 

improve safety on US 23 

between KY 80 and KY 

3384; $525,000 is dedicat-

ed to repairs of the Just-

ell bridge in the Ivel area, 

$210,000 is designated for 

repairs of a bridge on Ky. 

550; $175,000 is dedicated 

to repair a bridge on Bryant 

Branch of Left Fork of Clear 

Creek; $140,000 is desig-

nated for the Left Fork of 

Beaver Creek. The majority 

of the $15 million designat-

ed in 2019 in Floyd County 

is $13.47 million allot ted to 

“address pavement condi-

tion of AC pavement.” 

In 2020, the funding in-

cludes repairs to the inter-

section on US 23 at the en-

trance to Betsy Layne High 

School, set for $250,000; $3 

million for additional repairs 

on the Justell bridge and $1 

million for additional repairs 

on the Ky. 550 bridge.

PROJECTS
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Property transfers filed in Floyd
SPECI AL TO THE 

FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND TI MES

The following property 
transfers have recently been 
fi led in the Floyd County Clerk’s 
offi ce:

Property transfers
Jean Adams, Ronald Ad-

ams, Susan Kendrick to Eliza-
beth Woods, Shawn Woods; 
property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 635; pg. 404)

Jerry M. Martin to Charles 
Shell Sr.;  property location un-
listed (Deeds Book 635; pg. 
412)

Anthony Lee Newsome, 
Rebecca Sue Newsome, Patri-
cia Ann Olds, Stuart K. Olds to 
Rosetta Leigh Newsome Gard-
ner;  property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 635; pg. 415)

Regina Leigh Mitchell, Re-
gina Leigh Stanley to Gregory 
Dean Stanley, Regina Leigh 
Stanley; property location un-
listed (Deeds Book 635; pg. 
422)

Kimberly Cantrell, Richard 
Cantrell to Brandy Joe Mullins, 
Charles A. Niles;  property loca-
tion unlisted (Deeds Book 635; 
pg. 427) 

BAC Home Loans, Bank 
of America to Ashley E. Roth-
fuss; property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 635; pg. 432)

Christi Reynolds Hafi eld to 
Mikka Lyn Hall;  property loca-
tion unlisted (Deeds Book 635; 
pg. 455)

Lavenna S. Hall to Mikka 
Lyn Hall;  property locations 
unlisted (Deeds Book 635; pg. 
458, 461, 464, 468)

Karl Christopher Ensslin, 

Tammy Meade Ensslin, Alesia 
Meade, Kimberly Dawn Meade 
to James Meade, property on 
Spurlock.

The Elk Horn Coal Compa-
ny LLC to Grace Taylor, Tom-
my Taylor;  property location 
unlisted (Deeds Book 635; pg. 
471)

Riverbend Medical Plaza to 
River Bend Realty LLC; prop-
erty location unlisted (Deeds 
Book 635; pg. 475)

Citizens Bank of Kentucky 
to G&B Rentals Inc.;  property 
location unlisted (Deeds Book 
635; pg. 479)

Bryon Caudill, Delisa Cau-
dill to Alvin Hall, Toby Spradlin 
Hall;  property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 635; pg. 483)

JP Morgan Mortgage Ac-
quisition Corp. to CR 2018 
LLC; property location unlisted 

(Deeds Book 635; pg. 486)
Roger D. Steele to Sarah 

Lee, Ann Taylor;  property loca-
tion unlisted (Deeds Book 635; 
pg. 493)

Dreama Sue Wells to Don-
ald Wells;  property location 
unlisted (Deeds Book 635; pg. 
501) 

US Bank National Associ-
ation as Trustee to Christina 
Morris;  property location un-
listed (Deeds Book 635; pg. 
503)

Brian K. Nelson to Bill Con-
ley, Tonya Conley; property lo-
cations unlisted (Deeds Book 
635; pg. 515, 518)

Kinzer Investment Realty 
LTD to Catherine Joann John-
son, Ricky Dale Johnson; prop-
erty location unlisted (Deeds 
Book 635; pg. 521)

Secretary of Veterans Af-

fairs to Jennifer Horsley; prop-
erty location unlisted (Deeds 
Book 635; pg. 526)

Hugh B. Sylvia, Karen J. 
Sylvia to Whitney P. Burton, 
Zachery T. Burton; property at 
Pin Hook Creek

Norsa Jarrell to David May, 
Lois May; property location 
unlisted (Deeds Book 635; pg. 
533)

Bill R. Conley, Tonya Con-
ley to Patsy S. Goble; property 
location unlisted (Deeds Book 
635; pg. 538)

Shirley Davis to Darlene 
D. Honeycut t, Paul W. Honey-
cut t;  property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 635; pg. 542)

Gwen Miller to Gwen Mill-
er;  property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 635; pg. 546)
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continued to go there” to 
a link that originated in 
The Netherlands. Marye 
said Boyd and others that 
look at child porn know 
that, “when someone in 
child porn posts links to 
child porn, they are ex-
pecting that sharing to 
be returned.”

Chief U.S. District 
Judge Karen Caldwell 
said she concurred with 
the enhancement assess-
ment made by Pillersdorf 
when he stated that it 

could be adopted in all 
child porn cases. She also 
adopted the enhance-
ment in Boyd’s case. 
Caldwell stated before 
sentencing that the rec-
ommended sentencing 
guidelines was between 
210 and 240 months.

Boyd apologized to 
his many family members 
who were in attendance.

“I know this process 
has caused pain in my 
family and my friends 
and there are things I did 
that were wrong. I just 
want to say I am sorry. 
I was stupid and I made 
bad decision,” Boyd said. 

“I was led astray … I am 
sorry”

Boyd stated that 
he did post a link, “but 
I didn’t want anything 
back.”

Boyd claimed during 
court to have shared 
photos of nudists and 
nudists resorts. Marye 
and Caldwell stated that 
investigation discovered 
42 images and 35 videos 
on Boyd’s electronics.

But, Pillersdorf and 
Marye both agreed that 
Boyd deserved a sen-
tence in the lower por-
tion, if not slightly below, 
the statutory recommen-

dations. Pillersdorf called 
Boyd’s wife to testify at 
sentencing, speaking on 
the “exemplary life” that 
Boyd has lived. Piller-
dorf stated there was 
“no evidence” Boyd “had 
ever molested a child” 
and that the sentencing 
guidelines are “Draconi-
an.”

“It is really inexplica-
ble why he is here,” Pill-
ersdorf said.

Caldwell concurred 
with both attorneys, 
agreeing that Boyd, who 
had no prior criminal his-
tory, fi t for a deviation 
from the guidelines.

“But, good people 
can have problems that 
lead them to doing bad 
things. Regardless of the 
number of images there 
were, it is the nature of 
the images involved,” 
said Caldwell. “He has a 
problem that needs ad-
dressed through treat-
ment and, yes, through 
punishment. A serious 
crime warrants a serious 
punishment.”

Caldwell sentenced 
Boyd to 10 years in pris-
on which, she admitted, 
was “considerably less 
than the minimum.”

“But, the reasoning 

behind the sentence is, 
this court has the author-
ity to impose lifetime su-
pervised releases which 
we will adopt,” said Cald-
well.

Boyd was ordered 
to undergo sex offender 
treatment while in custo-
dy, to undergo treatment 
for a sexual disorder, to 
be registered on the sex 
offender registry and to 
have restricted contact 
with minors when re-
leased.

Boyd was returned to 
the custody of U.S. Mar-
shals following the sen-
tencing.

CASE
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Hurricane Creek area of 
Pike County when the 
incident occurred. The 
murder investigation is 
being conducted by KSP, 
Carter said. Carter asked 
that the community keep 
Hamilton’s family in their 
prayers. Hamilton is sur-
vived by his wife and 
nine-month-old daugh-
ter.

According to a state-
ment from KSP, Offi cer 
Hamilton and KSP Troop-
er Matt Martin were con-
ducting a criminal patrol 
on Hurricane Creek when 
they encountered a sus-
picious vehicle in the 
area. 

The offi cers spoke 
with the occupants of 
a vehicle and assessed 
the area around a near-
by residence for possi-
ble subjects on foot, the 
statement said. While 
canvasing the area, Offi -

cer Hamilton and Trooper 
Martin were separated, 
according to the state-
ment. Gunshots were 
fi red a short time later in 
close proximity to the res-
idence and Trooper Mar-
tin located Offi cer Ham-
ilton, who had suffered 
a fatal gunshot wound. 
Offi cer Hamilton was 
pronounced deceased 
at the scene by the Pike 
County Coroner’s Offi ce. 
The perpetrator was not 
located at the scene, the 
statement said.                                                                                                      

Troopers with KSP 
Post 9, KSP Special Re-
sponse Team and PPD 
have been actively 
searching for possible 
suspects, the statement 
said. Det. Randy Combs, 
with KSP’s Critical Inci-
dent Response Team, is 
leading this investigation, 
along with detectives 
with KSP Post 9. Addi-
tional details will follow 
when available.

Anyone with infor-
mation on the incident 

is asked to contact KSP 
at, (606) 433-7711, or the 
Pikeville Police Depart-
ment at, (606) 437-5111. 

Offi cers reported 
a Pike District Judge 
signed a search warrant 
for a property potentially 
connected to the investi-
gation early Wednesday 
morning. That was be-
fore portions of the roads 
near the Hurricane Creek 
area being blocked off 
by investigating offi cers, 
which included the use of 
drones and at least one 
helicopter to attempt to 
locate an alleged sus-
pect.

An arrest warrant 
was issued Wednesday 
in connection with the 
case against John Rus-
sell Hall, 55, for a charge 
of being a convicted fel-
on in possession of a 
handgun. The search for 
Hall continued in Pike 
and surrounding areas 
throughout Wednesday 
and Thursday. Hall was 
taken into custody after 

11 a.m. Thursday morn-
ing by Kentucky State 
Police. KSP said that 
Hall was being sought 
for questioning relating 
to the murder of Offi cer 
Hamilton.

Hall was located in 
the Stoney Brook area 
of Pike/Floyd Hollow in 
the Betsy Layne area of 
Floyd County.

On Wednesday, U.S. 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell spoke 
on Hamilton’s passing on 
the Senate fl oor in tribute 
to the offi cer.

“Hearts are heavy in 
Pikeville, Kentucky this 
morning. Last night, Of-
fi cer Scotty Hamilton, a 
12-year veteran of the 
Pikeville Police Depart-
ment, was shot and killed 
in the line of duty,” Mc-
Connell said. “The inves-
tigation is ongoing. My 
Kentucky staff and I are 
monitoring the situation 
closely. For now, our sin-
cere condolences go out 
to his family, friends, and 

colleagues at the Pikev-
ille Police Department. 
Offi cer Hamilton leaves 
behind a wife, a young 
daughter and a commu-
nity that is safer for his 
service.”

Coal Run Village May-
or Andrew Scott took 
to social media to pass 
along the city’s thoughts 
and prayers following 
Hamilton’s death.

“The city and I send 
our thoughts and prayers 
to Mayor Carter, the City 
of Pikeville, Pikeville Pub-
lic Safety and to the fam-
ily, friends and co-work-
ers of Pikeville Police 
Offi cer Scotty Hamilton,” 
Scott wrote on Facebook. 
“The cities of Pikeville 
and Coal Run border one 
another, and our police 
departments have often 
worked together. I have 
ordered city fl ags in Coal 
Run to half-staff through 
sunset Friday in honor 
and remembrance of the 
life and legacy of Offi cer 
Hamilton, and City Hall 

will be lit in blue … during 
this time.”

The City of Prestons-
burg and its law enforce-
ment and fi re department 
lifted a lighted U.S. fl ag 
into Wednesday morn-
ing in Hamilton’s mem-
ory and the sacrifi ce he 
made. A procession led 
Hamilton’s body home 
to Pike County Wednes-
day afternoon. His body 
was greeted by family, 
friends, his law enforce-
ment family and fi rst re-
sponders on his arrival at 
J.W. Call and Son Funeral 
Home.

Visitation for Ham-
ilton will be at the East 
Kentucky Expo Center 
Friday after 5 p.m and 
from noon to 9 p.m. on 
Saturday. The funeral will 
be 1 p.m. Sunday, March 
18 at the Expo Center 
with burial following at 
the Huffman section of 
the Pikeville City Ceme-
tery.

OFFICER
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Several charged in Floyd District Court, civil cases filed
A FLOYD CHRONICLE AND 

TIMES STAFF REPORT

Charges were fi led against 
several recently in Floyd Dis-
trict Court. The charges includ-
ed:

Misdemeanor charges 
fi led

Brianna L. Holbrook, 32, 
of Prestonsburg; driving under 
the infl uence, assault

Ellis Lewis, 38, of Banner; 
assault, menacing 

Tyler Thacker, 25, of Ivel; 
assault, menacing 

Johnny Stewart, 50, of 
Grethel; assault, menacing 

Joshua McDonald, 29, of 
Martin; assault, menacing

James Bailey, 47, of Ban-
ner; violation of emergency 
protection order

James B. Bailey, 47, of 
Dana; unlawful transaction 
with a minor, careless driving, 
driving under the infl uence, 
failure to produce insurance 
card, failure to maintain insur-
ance 

Kelly Owens, 21, of Pres-
tonsburg; theft by deception 
(cold checks) under $500

Brittany Hall, 37, of Beaver; 
criminal trespassing

Kathy Ann O’Connell, 50, of 
Drift; driving under the infl u-
ence, operating on a suspend-
ed or revoked license, reckless 
driving, wanton endanger-
ment, second degree

Michael Hall, 24, of McDow-
ell, receiving stolen property 

James R. Castle, 33, Greth-
el; driving under the infl uence, 
possession of a controlled 
substance, prescription not in 
proper container, 

Tammy Burchett, 57, of 
Stambaugh; public intoxication 

Adron Burchett, 29, of Ivel; 
public intoxication, disorderly 
conduct 

Tiffany Hall, 31, of Tea-
berry; failure to send child to 
school

Adam D. Potter, 29, of 
Prestonsburg; public intoxica-
tion, disorderly conduct 

Freddy Adkins, 55, of Har-
old; assault 

Misty Charles, 31, of Rac-
coon; violation of an emergen-
cy protection order 

Jonathan Mims, 39, of Al-
len; violation of an emergency 
protection order

Ashley Hayden, 30, of Mar-
tin; failure to send child to 
school

Christopher Meade, 23, of 

Martin; improper registration 
plate, possession of marijuana, 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia 

Susan R. Gibson, 53, of 
Langley; theft by deception 
(cold checks) under $500

Kirstyn Dingus, 35, of 
Langley; failure to send child 
to school

Krista Leigh Hall, 47, of 
Maytown; failure to send child 
to school

Charles Keith Hall, of Mc-
Dowell; terroristic threatening

Kimberly Williams, 31, of 
Harold; failure to send child to 
school

Michael Kevin Ousley, 40, 
of Prestonsburg; fl agrant non-
support

Felony charges fi led 
April Dawn Hamilton, 26, 

of Banner; public intoxication, 
possession of a controlled 
substance, prescription not in 
proper container, tampering 
with physical evidence

Walker Ratliff, 35, of Mar-
tin; violation of an emergency 
protective order, driving under 
the infl uence, two counts of 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance

Vanessa A. Hall, 38, of 

Pikeville; possession of a con-
trolled substance 

Lawsuits fi led
Mary Craft vs. Arlinda Jar-

vis; petition for custody 
Clara M. Ellis, Bucky Ellis, 

Lenville Martin, Beverly Martin 
vs. Colin K. Dingus, Belinda L. 
Dingus; property rights dispute

Robert Bedaro vs. Mirianne 
F. Bedaro, divorce

Christopher Barnett vs. 
Wal-Mart Stores East LP, un-
known defendants; personal 
injury complaint

Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky, Attorney General Andy 
Beshear vs. AmerisourceBer-
gen Drug Corporation; person-
al injury complaint

Kayla Cord vs. Randy Cord 
Jr.; petition for child support 
and health insurance

Community Trust Bank vs. 
Curtis Barnard Lee; contract 
complaint

Bert Melton vs. Power 
Torque Inc., O’Reilly Automo-
tive Inc., doing business as 
O’Reilly Auto Parts of Prestons-
burg; contract complaint

Doff Justice vs. Sandy Val-
ley Transportation Services; 
contract complaint

OneMain Financial Group 

LLC vs. Gregory K. Tackett; 
contract complaint

Ashley Blevins vs. Cody R. 
Hall, Nationwide Property & 
Casualty Insurance; personal 
injury complaint

Naoma Spradlin vs. Nathan 
Bentley; petition for child sup-
port and health insurance

Lendmark Financial Ser-
vices LLC vs. Joseph Campbell; 
contract complaint

Christopher Betz vs. Julie 
Betz; divorce

Ashley McKinney vs. Rite 
Aid Pharmacy of Martin; con-
tract complaint

Rita Hamilton vs. K-V-A-T 
Food Stores, doing business 
as Food City, Ramsey Park Pla-
za, LLC, unknown defendants; 
personal injury complaint 

US Bank National Associa-
tion vs. Christopher Clyd Jus-
tice; foreclosure

William C. Hammonds vs. 
Marlena J. Hammonds; divorce 

Editor’s note: The above 
list refl ects people who are 
charged in Floyd District 
Court. The charges against 
them are merely accusa-
tions and the defendant is 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty.



PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIICCCC    
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

Notice is hereby 
given that Frank-
lin D. May, PO 
Box 396 Allen, 
KY. 41601, has 
filed an applica-
tion with the En-
ergy and Environ-

ment Cabinet to 
place fill. The 
property is locat-
ed in Dwell off of 
Monument Street 
82 43’ 19.57 37 37’
49.59. Any com-
ments or objec-
tions concerning 
this application 
shall be directed 
to: Kentucky Divi-
sion of Water, 
Surface Water 
Permit Branch, 
Flood Plain Man-
agement Section, 
200 Fair Oaks 
Lane, Frankfort, 
Kentucky 40601. 
Phone: (502) 564-
3410.

Need Extra

Cash?

Run a 

classified.

They work!They work!
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YOUR
AD

COULD
BE

HERE!

Call our
advertising
staff today

at (800) 539-
4054 for

more details.

TO OUR READERS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIISSSSHHHHEEEERRRR’’’’SSSS
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

All real estate ad-
vertising in this 
newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair 
Housing Act 
which makes it il-
legal to advertise 
“any preference, 
limitation or dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n
b a s e d
on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, handi-
cap, familial sta-
tus or national 
origin, or an in-
tention to make 
any such prefer-
ence, limitation 
or discrimina-
tion.” Familial in-
cludes children 
under the age of 
18 living with pa-
rents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant 
women and peo-
ple securing cus-
tody of children 
under 18.
This newspaper 
will not knowing-
ly accept any ad-
vertising for real 
estate which is in 
violation of the 
law. Our readers 
are hereby in-
formed that all 
dwellings adver-
tised in this 
newspaper are 
available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis. To com-
plain of discrimi-
nation, call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The 
toll-free number 
for the hearing 
impaired is 1-
800-927-9275.

PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCIIIIEEEESSSS
The Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times reserves 
the right to edit, 
properly classify, 
cancel or decline 
any ad. We will 
not knowingly ac-
cept advertising 
that discrimi-
nates on the basis 
of sex, age, reli-
gion, race,
n a t i o n -
al origin or physi-
cal disability.

PPPPLLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE    
CCCCHHHHEEEECCCCKKKK

YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR AAAADDDD
Please read your 
ad the first day it 
appears in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times. Report 
any errors imme-
diatley and we 
will gladly correct 
any errors pub-
lished. Credit will 
be issued for one 
(1) day only. Af-
ter the first day 
the ad can be cor-
rected for the re-
maining number 
of runs, but credit 
will not be issued 
for days ad ran 
incorrectly.

PPPPEEEERRRRSSSSOOOONNNNAAAALLLL
AAAADDDD    PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCYYYY

Ads will be print-
ed at publisher’s 
discretion. 
Publisher not re-
sponsible for re-
sults, parties re-
sponding to or 
placing ads.

FOR SALE

NNNNEEEEEEEEDDDD    EEEEXXXXTTTTRRRRAAAA
CCCCAAAASSSSHHHH???? Run a 
Classified Ad. 
They Work!
Call (800)539-
4054 Today!

APARTMENTS-

UNFURNISHED

2222BBBBRRRR    AAAAPPPPAAAARRRRTTTT----
MMMMEEEENNNNTTTT    FFFFOOOORRRR rent 
in Prestonsburg. 
No pets. No HUD. 
Call 205-9510.

2222BBBBRRRR    DDDDUUUUPPPPLLLLEEEEXXXX,,,,    
CCCC EEEE NNNN TTTT RRRR AAAA LLLL
heat/air, total 
electric. Close to 
P r e s t o n s b u r g .  
Call 606-886-9007 
or 606-889-9747.

3333    BBBBEEEEDDDDRRRROOOOOOOOMMMM    2222
1/2 bath available 
for rent. $950.00 
per month. In-
cludes stove, re-
frigerator and 
d i s h w a s h e r .
Wa s h e r / D r y e r  
hookup is availa-
ble. Call 606-432-
4653 or 606-794-
1463.

HOUSES FOR RENT

3333BBBBRRRR,,,,    1111BBBBAAAA
HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE ffffoooorrrr    rrrreeeennnntttt....
Carport, large 
yard. Located be-
tween Prestons-
burg and Paints-
ville. Call 606-
886-9007 or 606-
889-9747.

MOBILE HOMES FOR

RENT

FFFFOOOORRRR    RRRREEEENNNNTTTT
3333BBBBDDDD////2222BBBBAAAA double 
wide with carport, 
Little Paint 
Creek, clean, new 
carpet, $675.00 
per month, depos-
it, lease, and ref-
erences required 
606-791-0503.

OOOONNNNEEEE    3333BBBBRRRR    2222BBBBAAAA
SSSSIIIINNNNGGGGLLLLEEEE    WWWWIIIIDDDDEEEE    
MMMMOOOOBBBBIIIILLLLEEEE Home 
for rent at Auxier, 
$495mo. One 3BR 
2BA Doublewide 
for $595mo. Call 
Meade Rentals 
606-264-5906 to 
ask about applica-
tion and deposit.

Call me,
GGGGiiiinnnnaaaa    FFFFeeeerrrrgggguuuussssoooonnnn,,,,

for all your 
advertising needs 

in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 

Times
Enhance your 
selling power 

today!
(800)539-4054

HOUSES FOR SALE

2222    BBBBRRRR    HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE for 
Sale on North 
Highland Ave. 
Metal roof, forced 
heating/cooling. 
Carport and large 
storage building. 
Call Glenna 
Owens at 606-
886-0372.

TOWNHOUSE/COND

O

2222BBBBRRRR    1111----1111////2222BBBBAAAA
CCCCOOOONNNNDDDDOOOO located 
on Lafferty Lane 
in Prestonsburg. 
Freshly painted. 
Hardwood floors. 
$725mo. $300dep. 
For more info call 
606-264-5906. 

LEGALS

CCCCOOOOMMMMMMMMOOOONNNN----
WWWWEEEEAAAALLLLTTTTHHHH    OOOOFFFF    
KKKKEEEENNNNTTTTUUUUCCCCKKKKYYYY
FFFFLLLLOOOOYYYYDDDD    CCCCIIIIRRRR----
CCCCUUUUIIIITTTT    CCCCOOOOUUUURRRRTTTT
DDDDIIIIVVVVIIIISSSSIIIIOOOONNNN    NNNNOOOO....    

IIIIIIII    CCCC....AAAA....    NNNNOOOO....    
11117777----CCCCIIII----00000000777733335555
U.S. BANK 
NATIONAL

ASSOCIATION, 
et. al.

PLAINTIFF,
VS.

COLA VANCE, 
et. al.,

DEFENDANTS.
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    OOOOFFFF    
PPPPEEEENNNNDDDDIIIINNNNGGGG    
AAAACCCCTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

By virtue of the 
Order of the Floyd 
Circuit Court, 
dated January 8, 
2018, the under-
signed was ap-
pointed to serve 
as Warning Order 
to notify Cola 
Vance of the 
pendency of a 
Complaint which 
involves the col-
lection of a debt 
where certain 
property was used 
as collateral.  The 
Complaint seeks 
to foreclose on the 
mortgage.  The 
Complaint de-
scribes the subject 
real property as 
follows:
A certain tract or 
parcel of land ly-
ing in Martin, 
Floyd County, 
Kentucky, on 
Bucks Branch, a 
tributary to Bea-
ver Creek and be-
ing more particu-
larly described as 
follows:
Beginning at a 
steel pipe at 
northwest corner 
of Lot No. 6 and 
road; S 38 25' W 
150.00' to steel 
pipe a corner of 
Lot No. 11 and 12; 
S 51 35' E 175.00 
to steel pipe, N 38 
25' E 104.00' to 
steel pipe in 
southeast corner 
of Lot No. 21 and 
road; N 37 47' W 
5.55' to steel pipe 
corner of Lot No. 
21 and Lot No. 7 
and road; N 36 18' 
W 105.43' to the 
beginning.
Being the same 
property conveyed 
to Sheila Tackett 
Vance and Cola 
Vance by deed 
from Timothy Pot-
ter and Donna 
Potter recorded in 
Deed Book 531, 
Page 272, Floyd 
County Clerk's 
Office.
Notice is hereby 
given that Cola 
Vance is directed 
to come forward 
and present any 
claim or defense 
to the Complaint 
regarding the 
above-described 
property she may 
claim or be forev-
er barred.

SIGNED,
A. David 

Blankenship
Warning Order 

Attorney
Kinner & Patton 
245 Main Street
Paintsville, Ken-

tucky 41240
(606) 789-6161

LEGALS LEGALS
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decade and every time 
it is repaired, a new leak 
sprouts.

Since last year, Jailer 
Stuart “Bear” Halbert has re-
peatedly mentioned the need 
for building repairs during his 
presentations at Floyd Coun-
ty Fiscal Court meetings, and 
now that funding is in place 
to fi x the roof, he is ready for 
that work to begin.

Several months ago, the 
leaks were centered in his 
offi ce and a neighboring of-
fi ce in the front of the build-
ing. Deputies who work in 
the jail reported this month 
that they were able to fi x 
the leaks in that administra-
tion area, but the problem 
moved to the booking area, 
where several employees 
are stationed.

Employees who work in 
that area sit underneath or 
near a tarp that has been 
hung from the ceiling. It is 
fi t ted so that it catches wa-
ter from several leaks and 
funnels it, drip by drip, into a 
garbage can. 

And the leaks continue 
even when it is not raining 
because water pools on the 
roof from past rains. That 
was the case on March 2, 
when no rain fell in the 
county. Employees working 
that day had to empty that 
garbage can several times 
during their shift. Within two 
hours, the 10- to 12-gallon 
garbage can was at least 
two-thirds fi lled with water, 
they reported.

“The dripping is what 
gets you,” jail employee 
Dwayne Johnson said. 

He and other employees 
talked about how bad the 
leaks get when it rains and 
how they get wet while try-
ing to do their jobs. One of 
them placed a toy frog on 
the tarp to lighten the mood. 
Halbert said he is concerned 
about his employees. 

“The thing is the ma-
jority of the leaks is right 
in my booking area where 
my employees are working. 

That’s not good,” he said. “I  
can handle it over here, but 
the worst part of the leaks 
we’ve got right now are in 
my booking area and that’s 
not right for my employees 
to have to deal with that, you 
know, water dripping and ev-
erything while they’re trying 
to work.” 

Halbert said the leaks 
are confi ned to the front area 
of the building and there are 
no leaks in inmate cells. Ceil-
ing tiles have been removed 
in the administrative suite, 
the booking area, the main 
hallway and an area where 
inmates are permitted to 
make phone calls. Buckets 
are placed to catch water 
throughout the front of the 
building and in the hallway, 
where at least one light has 
been turned off because it ’s 
full of water. 

“It drips in so many plac-
es we’ve got it gathered into 
one place just to where we 
can keep one can in there 
to keep it from doing that,”  
Halbert said, talking about 
the tarp in the booking area. 
“We’ve had to turn the light 
fi xtures off and everything 
because of it. It ’s gotten to 
be a hindrance.”

Halbert and Judge-Ex-
ecutive Ben Hale report that 
offi cials have been trying to 
fi x the jail’s leaky roof for 
years. They’ve repeatedly 
put tar on the roof, trying to 
fi x the leaks, but Hale said 
some of those repairs kept 
water from going into drains 
and caused other leaks. Hale 
said the county hired a com-
pany last year that removed 
tar from those areas and 
temporarily fi xed leaks, but 
the contractor told them that 
those repairs would not be 
a long-term solution. Hale 
said it started leaking again 
about four months after that 
work was done. 

“The money was the 
biggest issue,” Halbert said. 
“We’ve just tried to patch 
and do what we could here 
and there. We tried to do the 
majority of it in house, but 
it ’s gotten to the point where 
it ’s basically uncontrollable 
for us. The patching days are 

over with. We’re just lucky 
they’ve come up with a lit tle 
bit of money, the fi scal court, 
and give us that money. With 
that, that ’s going to be my 
fi rst priority.”  

He has been working 
with Five-Star Roofi ng of 
Florida to get recommenda-
tions about what needs to 
be done to fi x the jail’s roof. 
There are two options, he 
said, are removing the cur-
rent roof and replacing it, or 
building a new roof on top of 
the one currently there. 

Offi cials are assessing 
the problem and preparing a 
scope of work, which provide 
the information that will be 
used when the fi scal court 
seeks bids for the project. 
Halbert and Hale said the 
bidding process will start as 
soon as possible.

After working out a deal 
last year to get out from un-
der a $2.2 million debt the 
county faced for Thunder 
Ridge and paying off a bond 
the county took out for the 
jail and other projects de-
cades ago, the fi scal court 
voted last July to enter into 
an agreement with the Ken-
tucky Association of Coun-
ties’ Interlocal Finance Cor-
poration. That agreement 
brought the county $2.2 mil-
lion for jail repairs and road 
maintenance, but the funds 
were not available until Oc-
tober 2017.

“It was actually real 
good timing,” Halbert said 
about that funding. “We’ve 
needed it here and we’ve 
tried to fi ght these leaks in 
the jail as much as we can 
with our labor, but it ’s just 
gotten to the point now 
where it has to be fi xed. It ’s 
out of control.”

Hale said the work on 
the jail could not be complet-
ed during the winter months 
because of the weather. As 
soon as the bids are awarded 
and the weather improves, 
the work will start, he said.

He said the jail was built 
in 1993 and its one of sever-
al county facilities that need 
updating. He blamed the 
problem on the lack of main-
tenance from prior adminis-
trations.

“A lot of things to ne-
glected over the years and 
I’m trying to get everything 
straightened up,” he said. 
“They neglected the road 
system. They had poor 
equipment. They neglect-
ed the jail. I ’m trying to get 
things back on an even kilter 
and trying to get them re-
paired.” 

He said, “It ’s one of the 
many things I’ve inherited.” 

He talked about mainte-
nance work completed last 
year on the county court-
house, where his offi ces are 
located. He said prior admin-
istrators failed to install the 
proper fi lters on the heating 
and cooling system, which 
caused build-up of residue 
in that system and damaged 
radiators throughout the 
building. He said the county 
spent around $18,000 last 
summer to update the air 
conditioning system there 
and is now looking at repairs 
for the heating system. 

“There’s a lot of prob-
lems like that we’re dealing 
with, that we wouldn’t be 
dealing with if there had 
been some kind of preven-
tive maintenance,” he said. 

Halbert said the com-
puter system that locks the 
doors and controls speakers 
and microphones in the jail is 
also outdated and in need of 
repair. He’s planning to start 
that project after the roof is 
fi xed.

“You can’t even buy 
parts for the system any-
more,” he said. “We’ve got 
to get that updated to where 
we can operate our doors 
and speakers and things. 
We’re actually having to take 
parts from what they’ve got 
and rebuild the parts that 
we’ve got because you can’t 
get them anywhere.”

PATCHING
Continued From Page 1A Johnson County student 

wins Big Sandy Idol

Submitted photo

Gracie Combs of Floyd Central High School, was the 2nd Runner Up in the 

Big Sandy Idol Competition. Shown are: Lindy Gearheart and Adam Gear-

heart, Gearheart Communications, Clayton Case, executive director of 

the MAC, Combs, Lauren Dotson, Big Sandy Singers Member, and Chesi 

Spriggs, assistant director of fi ne arts at Big Sandy Community and Tech-

nical College.

SPECI AL TO THE 
FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND TI MES

Students from area high schools 
competed in the annual Big Sandy 
Idol competition, held March 9-10 at 
the Mountain Arts Center. 

Twenty-eight high school stu-
dents from Floyd, Johnson, Magoffi n, 
Martin and Pike counties competed 
in the two-day competition, which 
started with runners-up competing 
on March 9 for a “Wild Card” chance 
to advance to the fi nals on March 10. 

For the fi rst time in the history 
of Big Sandy Idol, there was a tie for 
the “Wild Card.” Daniels from John-
son Central High School who sang 
“Run to You” by Whitney Houston 
tied for that spot with Danica Dye 
from Belfry High School who sang 
“Amnesia.”

Aliyah Allen from Johnson Cen-
tral High School, brought won the 
competition, earning a full schol-
arship to Big Sandy Community & 
Technical College, a spot with the 
elite Big Sandy Singers and band and 
an album recording.

Celeste Turner from Paintsville 
High School was fi rst runner-up and 
also received the Senior Award, a 
spot with the elite Big Sandy Sing-
ers and Band.  She performed “What 
a Beautiful Name It Is” by Hillsong 
Worship.  Gracie Combs from Floyd 
Central High School was second run-
ner-up and performed “Faithfully” by 
Journey. 

Mallory Bowling, of East Ridge 
High School, was the essay contest 
winner and the Gearheart Commu-
nications Social Media Video Winner, 
and Cassidy Clatworthy, of Wesley 
Christian High School, was the Idol 

social media winner.
This year, a special award was 

given to a community member “who 
was fi ghting the good fi ght,”  Troy 
Burchett.  Last year, Heather Gear-
heart, of the Gearheart Communica-
tions, was bat tling cancer.  This year, 
she is in remission but wanted to 
thank someone who is making a dif-
ference.  Burchett, a former member 
of the Big Sandy Singers, has been 
legally blind since birth but continues 
his music career and donated his al-
bum release party money to a local 
animal shelter.

The Big Sandy Singers and Band 
and the Big Sandy Idol Region-
al Competition, which is presented 
by Gearheart Communications and 
BSCTC, have awarded more than 
$500,000 in scholarships since it be-
gan 12 years ago.

Clayton Case, director of fi ne 
arts at BSCTC and executive director 
of the MAC, said the event would not 
be possible without the support of 
their sponsors.

“I  want to thank Gearheart Com-
munications and the Gearheart fam-
ily for their long-standing support 
of our college and this program, Big 
Sandy Community & Technical Col-
lege, Unique Boutique, and all the 
employees here at the Mountain Arts 
Center.” said Case.  

The Big Sandy Singers and Band 
performed both nights with the band 
providing the music for the contes-
tants.

For more information on the Big 
Sandy Idol Regional Competition or 
the Big Sandy Singers and Band, 
contact Case at, (606) 889-9125, or 
email, ccase0005@kctcs.edu.

Submitted photo

Cassidy Clatworthy, of Wesley Christian High School, won the Social Me-

dia Idol award for “Most Likes” on her poster during the weeks prior to the 

Idol competition.  Shown are: Clayton Case, executive director of the MAC, 

Clatworthy, and Chesi Spriggs, assistant director of fi ne arts at Big Sandy 

Community and Technical College.

Submitted photo

Troy Burchett, received the fi rst ever Good Fight award for his work with 

a local animal shelter. Burchett, legally blind since birth was a former Big 

Sandy Singers member. Shown are: Lindy Gearheart and Adam Gearheart, 

Gearheart Communications, Burchett and Clayton Case, executive director 

of the MAC.
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Your sensitivity to what goes on around you
will be heightened this year. Don't ignore the
signs you see when you should be standing
your ground and taking action before matters
escalate. Taking care of business quickly will
ensure that you don't miss the many opportu-
nities heading your way.  

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Getting
angry will not help solve a problem. Address
matters head-on, and if you must step down or
make a move, you'll end up further ahead
when you do so. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Making a
financial gain or negotiating a deal is featured.
Step up and wheel and deal. If you leave this
task to someone else, you won't do as well. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Share your
feelings with someone you love and respect. A
joint effort will help you hash out all your prob-
lems, and although it won't be easy, the results
will be worthwhile.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- A legal or
financial dispute should be handled carefully.
Anger is never a good way to deal with contro-
versy if you want to move forward. Look for an
appropriate solution.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- Get involved
in projects that will help you advance.
Revamping your resume or exploring new
ways to use your skills will encourage you to
take on a new position or income opportunity.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Discuss what you
want to see happen and get the go-ahead. If
you are open to suggestions, it will help you
bring about changes that will encourage sav-
ing and ease stress. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- You may have
a good plan, but don't expect things to run
smoothly when it comes to settlements, joint

finances or issues that affect your health. Have
a good excuse at the ready. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- You'll be
drawn to someone who requires assistance.
What you get in return will be a lesson or
experience that will serve you well when you
deal with future relationships. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Old habits
are hard to break. Look at the mistakes you've
made and the people who have been bad influ-
ences or have taken advantage of you, and
alter your course. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) --
Someone close to you will take advantage of
your generosity and good nature. Offer noth-
ing more than affection. Make positive person-
al changes. A new look and a healthier lifestyle
are encouraged. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Getting
together with an old friend or attending a
reunion will do you good and give you some-
thing to think about. Be proud of your accom-
plishments instead of envying others. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- Take up a
creative hobby or show a greater interest in
different cultures, lifestyles or beliefs. What
you learn will encourage you to improve your
own life.

+

ACROSS
1 Universe
6 Wrong

11 Point
14 A Muppet
15 Intern
16 —’wester
17 Physicist Nikola —
18 Fill with joy
19 Where Terre Haute is
20 Make shore
22 Laird’s wear
24 Skies
28 Strength
30 Obtain by intimidation
31 Formal wear
32 Desktop pictures
33 Theater company
37 — City, Okla.
38 Snake venom
39 Yes, on the Riviera
40 Mr. Spock’s word
43 Fiesta Bowl site
45 Goalies’ concerns
46 Scatter
47 Restaurant seater
50 Paid attention
51 Pile up
52 Cozy dwelling

53 Oil alternative
54 Cantina toast
57 Changes a manuscript
62 Happy sighs
63 Staring at
64 Bucolic
65 Starfish arm
66 Clear the wings
67 Wrinkled

DOWN
1 Squishy
2 Miner’s load
3 Med. personnel
4 Like Capp’s Abner
5 Merchants
6 Famous last words
7 Canasta play
8 NW state
9 Use a sofa

10 King’s regalia
11 From Japan
12 Column type
13 Sloppy, as a racetrack
21 Cookout intruder
23 “— we forget”
24 Children’s classic
25 Break a record
26 Coral reef

27 From, to Fritz
28 Eye part
29 Slow-moving beasts
31 Lone Star state
33 Quartz and marble
34 Zing
35 Kashmir cash
36 Bond-buyer’s concern
38 Twitches
41 Decides
42 Estimated correctly
43 Giggles
44 PC button
46 German article
47 Helga’s husband
48 Old cattle town
49 Given to back talk
50 Blocky heel
52 Now, in old Rome
55 Affirmative
56 52, for Brutus
58 Unpaid
59 Rollover subj.
60 Jaunty lid
61 Cagey 

TODAY’S CROSSWORD PUZZLE

TODAY’S SUDOKU PUZZLE

HOW

TO

PLAY:

• Each column 

has to have 

numbers 1 to 9

• Each row has to 

have numbers 1 

to 9

• Each 3x3 Box 

has to have 

numbers 1 to 9

GRIZZWELLS

FRANK & ERNEST

THATABABY

BORN LOSER

BIG NATE

All answers are in today’s Mingo Messsenger

ARLO & JANIS

DAILY

ASTROGRAPH
by Eugenia Last



 Healthcare and medi-

cal insurance. I don’t know 

about you, but right now 

those two items are aggra-

vating, exasperating and 

quite frankly make me an-

gry.

 I don’t know every-

one’s story, but I can tell 

you parts of mine. Since 

Obamacare began, the 

cost of medical insurance, 

co-pays and deductibles 

have continuously been 

on the rise. At the time of 

its inception, I was on my 

husband’s healthcare plan. 

However, the premium 

increased dramatically. I 

can’t remember the exact 

fi gure, but the out-of-pocket 

cost for the premium raised 

well over 200 percent for 

the two of us. (Yes, 200.) 

He had to drop me off the 

plan. The Affordable Care 

Act was already making 

health care unaffordable.

 I had to get my own 

medical coverage and, 

thankfully, I was blessed to 

be able to do so through my 

employer. However, chang-

es continued over the 

years. My husband’s em-

ployee switched their plan, 

which allowed the premium 

price to drop. However, for 

a period of time I wasn’t 

even allowed to be on his 

insurance. It wasn’t an 

option. Because medical 

insurance was offered by 

my employer, he could not 

carry me on his insurance. 

(That has since changed, 

but so has his healthcare 

provider.) 

 I can remember a day 

when families were able to 

have multiple insurances 

companies. Both spous-

es could have insurances, 

and have the other on their 

policy. What one insurance 

company didn’t pay, the oth-

er would pick up and pay. 

That remains an option, but 

it’s not always that simple 

anymore. Some healthcare 

plans charge an additional 

fee (beyond the cost of the 

premium) if your spouse’s 

place of employment offers 

insurance. And sometimes, 

the other insurance simply 

won’t pick up and pay. As 

an example, someone on 

Medicare visits a doctor 

who is out-of-network on 

their spouse’s insurance. 

Because the spouse’s in-

surance won’t cover the 

visit, Medicare may also re-

fuse to pay for it. (Despite 

the fact, if you weren’t on 

your spouse’s insurance 

then Medicare would pay 

for the visit.) How crazy is 

that? Not to mention un-

fair, bias and quite frankly, 

punishing people in their 

attempt to have healthcare 

coverage.

 In some cases, the 

in-network circle of doctors 

have shrunk. For example: 

In order for your insurance 

to cover 80/20, you have to 

see a doctor in the network. 

But, that network is small 

and limits the patient’s 

choices, which means 

they’re not necessarily re-

ceiving the best care avail-

able. If they go outside the 

network, coverage could 

drop to 70/30 or 60/40, or 

they might not be covered 

at all. 

 Between the high costs 

of premiums, co-pays and 

deductibles, the necessity 

of having medical insur-

ance has truly become a 

hardship for the middle 

class American. You may 

have insurance, but can 

you really even afford to 

use it? You need a loan just 

to cover all the charges the 

insurance company doesn’t 

cover. It’s frustrating. 

 Perhaps Obamacare 

meant well in trying to 

help people receive medi-

cal coverage. Helping the 

needy is something we 

should do. Jesus himself 

helped those in need (Mat-

thew 14:14). He healed 

the sick, drove out de-

mons and raised the dead. 

But the mandatory issues 

that were created, causes 

bondage for people. It plac-

es unnecessary weight on 

the hard working citizens 

of this country. Instead of 

helping the common peo-

ple, a yoke has tied them 

down. The common man is 

being dragged further down 

from a fi nancial standpoint. 

We’ve shifted the fi nancial 

burden from one class of 

people to another. If people 

are weighed down by such 

fi nancial burdens, they lose 

their ability to help the poor 

and the needy. Many hospi-

tals throughout this country 

were created because of 

their Christian concern for 

the sick and affl icted. (Think 

of the hospitals with certain 

words in their names such 

as Saint, Methodist, As-

cension, Trinity, Catholic, 

Providence and others.) By 

placing such a heavy yoke 

on the middle class, are we 

in fact hurting others in the 

process?

 Truthfully, I don’t know 

what the answer is to cor-

rect the problems created. 

I don’t know how to fi x the 

system. I don’t know if a 

competitive environment 

for insurance companies 

will revert us back to where 

we once were, or some-

what closer. Regardless, 

the heavy weight the mid-

dle class is carrying is too 

much and needs to be lift-

ed. Hardworking people 

are being punished. Maybe 

if we lift up these issues to 

God, He will solve them for 

us.

COW CREEK FREEWILL BAPTIST

Route 194, Cow Creek

Phone: (606) 424-8313 � Find us on Facebook

Pastor Nathan Lafferty

Assistant Pastor BJ Crider

SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 10 a.m.

Worship – 11 a.m.

WEDNESDAYS

Service – 7 p.m.

FAITH REVELATION MINISTRIES

62 South Harkens Avenue, Prestonsburg

SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 10 a.m.

Worship – 11:15 a.m

THURSDAYS

Bible Study – 7 p.m.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALLEN

354 US Hwy 23 North, Allen, Ky.

606-874-9468

Pastor Tim Searcy

SUNDAYS

Bible Study – 9:30 a.m.

Services – 10:45 a.m & 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS

Service – 7 p.m.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH (IRENE COLE MEMORIAL)

157 S. Front Street, Prestonsburg, KY

606-886-8681

Pastor Dr. Jerry C. Workman

SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.

Worship – 11 a.m & 6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS

Bible Study – 6:30 p.m.

Children’s Choir – 6:30 p.m.

OTHER

Baptist Learning Center (1–5 years) Monday–Friday 7 

a.m. – 5:15 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF PRESTONSBURG

660 North Arnold Avenue, Prestonsburg, KY

Minister Kevin G. Jett

SUNDAYS

Morning Worship – 11 a.m.

Sunday School/Junior Church – 11:30 a.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1430 North Lake Drive, Prestonsburg

(606) 886-2214

Rev. Dr. Stephen A. Sanders

fi rstpresky@gmail.com

SUNDAYS

Sunday School for Children and Adults:  10:00 a.m.

Worship:  11:00 a.m.

HAROLD CHURCH OF CHRIST

Beside Harold Primary Care, Harold

Phone: 606-438-2251 � 606-477-1407

Minister Willie Meade

SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.

Worship – 11 a.m & 6 p.m.

Youth Group – 5 p.m.

List your church in the directory by calling us at 

(800) 539-4054 or email ads@news-expressky.com

Local Church Directory
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BY JAMI E BECKETT

CHRONI CLE & TI MES

Insurance: Burdening the middle class

Book releases for March
Friend of Sinners: 

Why Jesus Cares 

More About 

Relationship Than 

Perfection

By Rich Wilkerson Jr.

The Gospel 

according to God: 

Rediscovering the 

Most Remarkable 

Chapter in the Old 

Testament 

By John MacArthur

Ember Rising (The 

Green Ember Series: 

Book 3)

by S. D. Smith(Au-

thor), Zach Franzen 

(Illustrator)

The Daniel Key: 

20 Choices That 

Make All the 

Difference

By Anne Graham Lotz 

I Can Only Imagine 

(picture book): 

A Friendship with 

Jesus Now and 

Forever 

By Bart Millard 

(author) with Laura 

Neutzling, Sumiti 

Collina (Illustrator)

Believe Bigger: 

Discover the Path to 

Your Life Purpose

By Marshawn Evans 

Daniels

Give us this day

T
he Lord’s Prayer is noteworthy for being a petition to 

God to fulfi ll our basic needs, though in a very mod-

est way. To ask of God that He give us “our daily 

bread” suggests that our basic physical needs are really 

quite modest, and that we should be content with meeting 

those needs with something as simple as bread. It also 

drives home the point that we are beggars of God. All of us, 

from the richest to the 

poorest, rely on God’s 

benefi cent hand. The 

richest among us have 

been given the most, 

and should be thank-

ful stewards of God’s 

gifts. The poorest 

among us have per-

haps been liberated 

from the trials and trib-

ulations of caring for 

piles of material things, 

and that too is reason 

to be grateful. There 

is nothing shameful 

in being a beggar, 

because we are all, in 

effect, beggars, since 

none of us created the 

material from which 

we draw our lives. Being beggars is perhaps a reason 

to be humble, but not something for which we should be 

ashamed. Keep in mind that everything ultimately comes 

from God and belongs to God.             – Christopher Simon

“Give us each day our daily bread.”

—Luke 11:3 NIV
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To submit sports news or comments, contact Regional Sports Editor Randy White or Steve LeMaster � Phone: 606-886-8506  �  Email: sports@news-expressky.com

Fitzpatrick signs to play soccer at UPike

submitted photo

Thursday afternoon, Prestonsburg’s Haley Fitzpatrick signed on the dotted line to play soccer for UPike next season.

Jaguars turn focus to 

next season

Floyd Central basketball season recaps

BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

EASTERN — The 
Floyd Central boys' bas-
ketball team's debut sea-
son included a 58th Dis-
trict championship and 
an appearance in the 
15th Region Boys' Bas-
ketball Tournament. But 
the Jaguars had a goal 
of winning the 15th Re-
gion championship. Now, 
minus fi ve seniors, Floyd 
Central has turned its 
focus to the 2018/2019 
season.

"It was not the end-
ing we had in mind," 
Floyd Central coach Kev-
in Spurlock said. "We felt 
we were a region cham-
pionship caliber team, 
but there was also about 
six to seven others that 
were as well. The team 
that won was going to be 
the most consistent and 
on the night we played, 
we just didn’t play as well 
as we needed to and that 
can’t happen in the re-
gion tournament."

Floyd Central played 
one of the state's tough-
est schedules in its debut 
season. 

"I  think we played the 
toughest schedule in East 

Kentucky without ques-
tion ... maybe even too 
tough," Spurlock confi d-
ed. "We lost two games 
due to weather late in the 
season that cost us the 
chance for 20 wins, but 
19 wins with our schedule 
is pret ty impressive. I t 
was probably the hardest 
schedule I ’ve ever had to 
coach in my career, but it 
was fun because, for the 
most part, every night 
was a challenge, which 
makes the games more 
fun to play and coach. I t 
also makes practice more 
fun because the kids 
know that strong prepa-
ration is required for ev-
ery game."

Looking ahead to the 
2018/2019 season, Floyd 
Central will face the task 
of replacing fi ve seniors. 

"We will miss our fi ve 
seniors and we thank 
them for the sacrifi ces 
they had to make," Spur-
lock added. "Some made 
sacrifi ces with time and 
roles while others made 
sacrifi ces to their style of 
play and all had to adjust 
to a different coaching 
style which were all hard 
to do. But they perse-
vered and helped to lay 
a solid foundation for the 

future."
Floyd Central will en-

ter next season looking 
to again be one of the top 
contenders in the 15th 
Region. Forward Brady 
Conn will be back for the 
Jaguars. Conn averaged 
a near-double-double for 
Floyd Central during this 
season, ranking as the 
Jaguars' top rebounder 
and second-leading scor-
er.

Along with Conn in-
side, Floyd Central will 
have 6 foot 8 center 
Grant Blackburn and 6 
foot 4 forward Payton 
Tackett back inside. 

"We are excited about 
our future," Spurlock 
exclaimed. "We return, 
in what we feel, is the 
best post in the Moun-
tains next season with 
Brady Conn. We expect 
his numbers to improve 
next season with more 
expectations from him. 
He will be our focal point. 
We are excited about our 
returning wings: Ethan 
Smith-Mills;  Dalton Boyd, 
who will be returning 
from injury and will also 
run some point guard; 
and Rylee Samons. We 

Lady Jaguars enter 

promising offseason 

BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

EASTERN — After capturing the 
58th District girls' basketball title and 
reaching the 15th Region semifi nals in 
its debut campaign, Floyd Central will 
look to continue to improve over the 
offseason. 

"We had a successful fi rst season," 
Floyd Central coach Justin Triplet t said. 
"We started out really good, opening 
the season 7-0, but then had to fi ght 
through injuries to some key players. 
After Christmas break, we seemed to 
start to fi gure things out and won the 

conference. Then, entering the post-
season we were questionable because 
of our youth. But our kids showed great 
poise to fi ght through two tough games 
in the district tournament and then a 
great fi rst round game against Sheldon 
Clark in the region tournament. We 
played a good fi rst half in the region-
al semifi nals, but fell short to Pikeville. 
This offseason, we are going to focus 
on the weight room and improving our 
individual skills." 

Following the loss to Pikeville in the 
15th Region semifi nals, Floyd Central 
fi nished its debut season 16-10. The 

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Steve LeMaster

Seventh-grade guard Abby Maggard helped to lead the Floyd Central girls' bas-

ketball team during its debut season. 

See OFFSEASON, Page 15ASee JAGUARS, Page 15A
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need solid play from the 
point and expect that to 
come from Caleb Hager 
and Boyd, both of whom 
will play point guard and 
two guard. Lastly, we ex-
pect improvement and 
production from Grant 
Blackburn and Payton 
Tackett. Those are our 
seven returning varsity 
players. We also have 
expectations from a few 
of our junior varsity and 
freshmen players from 
this past season who 
both captured the district 
championships in their 
respective divisions."

Floyd Central boys' 
basketball players will be-
gin offseason workouts in 

less than one month. 
"As for our spring/

summer plans, we will 
begin offseason work-
outs on April 9 and those 
will run through the 
end of the school year," 
Spurlock noted. "We will 
then play summer games 
which will include a team 
camp at Floyd Central 
June 4-5, June 11-12 and 
June 18-19. We also plan 
on participating in the 
KBA Summer High School 
Tournament in Lexington 
June 14-17 and might 
even toy with the idea of 
taking a trip to the Coast-
al Carolina University 
Team Camp June 21-23. 
We will then shut it down 
during the dead period 
before picking back up 
with individual workouts 
in July through the start 

of the new school year. 
After that, preseason 
boot camp will start back. 
We encourage kids to 
play multiple sports, but 
for the ones that don’t, 
we like to provide oppor-
tunities for them to stay 
active and to get bet ter."

A longtime coach and 
educator, Spurlock plans 
to continue to turn out 
quality student-athletes. 

"We have set some 
lofty goals for our pro-
gram which require lots 
of dedication, discipline 
and sacrifi ce as we try to 
not only build a consis-
tent championship cali-
ber program but also one 
that builds future champi-
onship caliber husbands, 
fathers and community 
leaders," said Spurlock.

Justin Triplet t-coached 

Lady Jaguars entered 

the region tournament 

after defeating Lawrence 

County 60-51 in the 58th 

District championship 

game. 

Former players from 

Allen Central and South 

Floyd high schools came 

together to make up the 

Lady Jaguars' inaugural 

roster. 

Freshman guard Katie 

Moore led Floyd Central, 

averaging 15.1 points 

and 8.9 rebounds per 

game for the Lady Jag-

uars. She led Floyd Cen-

tral in scoring and ranked 

as the Lady Jaguars' sec-

ond-leading rebounder. 

Accompanying Moore 

in double fi gures in the 

Floyd Central scoring 

column, seventh-grade 

guard Abby Maggard 

averaged 11 points per 

game for the Lady Jag-

uars. Maggard is among 

the state's top sev-

enth-grade girls' basket-

ball players. 

Kaylee Moore aver-

aged 8.5 points and a 

team-best 9.7 rebounds 

per game for the Lady 

Jaguars. 

Brook Stumbo (7.7 

ppg) and Grace Martin 

(5.8 ppg, 4.8 rpg) were 

other key contributors for 

Floyd Central, especially 

during the Lady Jaguars' 

postseason run. 

Floyd Central faced 

tough competition 

throughout its debut sea-

son, competing in holi-

day tournaments in both 

Lexington (Traditional 

Bank Holiday Classic) and 

Mount Sterling (Gateway 

Holiday Classic). The 

Lady Jaguars' 2018/2019 

schedule will be fi nalized 

and released at a later 

date.

JAGUARS
Continued From Page 1B

OFFSEASON
Continued From Page 1B

Prestonsburg boys' archery team wins Region 

11 title; Link top female shooter
BY STEVE LEMASTER 

SPORTS WRITER 

ASHLAND — Pres-
tonsburg remains home 
to one of the state's 
top high school archery 
programs. On Saturday, 
Prestonsburg captured 
the Kentucky High School 
Athletic Association Re-
gion 11 boys' archery title 
at the old Boyd County 
High School.

Nearly pulling off a 
sweep, Prestonsburg fi n-
ished runner-up in the 
Region 11 girls' archery 
competition.

Prestonsburg record-
ed 98 10s on its way to 
winning the Region 11 
boys' tit le. Russell fi n-
ished as the runner-up 
followed by East Carter, 
Elliot t County, Ashland, 
Boyd County, Floyd Cen-
tral, Pikeville and Rowan 
County rounded out the 
nine-squad region boys' 
archery tournament 's 
team standings. 

Jordan Goble was the 
top fi nisher for the Pres-
tonsburg boys' team, de-
livering 19 10s and plac-
ing sixth overall out of 
107 male archers. Goble 
ranked fi rst among boys' 
middle school competi-
tors. 

Jillian Link led the 
Prestonsburg girls' ar-
chery team, posting 21 

10s on her way to fi nish-

ing fi rst overall. 

As a team, the Lady 

Blackcats compiled 86 

10s. Prestonsburg placed 

second behind Elliot t 

County in the fi nal girls' 

team standings. The El-

liot t County girls' team 

fi nished fi rst with 92 10s.

Tournament host 

Boyd County, East Carter, 

Ashland, Russell, Floyd 

Central, Pikeville and 

Rowan County rounded 

out the girls' team stand-

ings.

Each Prestonsburg 

archery squad is excel-

ling in the 2018 season. 

"The boys' team is 

looking strong and we 

were impressed by the 

girls' team's performance 

in the region tourna-

ment, too," veteran Pres-

tonsburg coach Sherman 

Holliday commented. 

"We had only 11 girls 

competing and eight of 

them had personal re-

cords. The girls stepped 

up at the right time and 

are coming on strong."

With a roster made 

up of young student-ath-

letes, the future is bright 

for the Prestonsburg ar-

chery program.

"We're a young pro-

gram," Holliday added. 

"Overall, we only have 

three seniors."

photo courtesy of Blackcat Archery

The Prestonsburg boys' archery captured the Region 11 championship.

photo courtesy of Blackcat Archery

The Prestonsburg girls' archery team fi nished runner-up in Region 11.
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