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PSC issues order in Kentucky Power rate case
A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND

TI MES STAFF REPORT

The Kentucky Public 
Service Commission is-
sued an order Thursday 
in the rate case fi led by 
Kentucky Power, and 
announced the agency 
had “ trimmed, by about 
four-fi fths, a base rate 

increase sought by Ken-
tucky Power.”

In addition, the PSC 
said in a statement, the 
agency “substantially” 
scaled back the compa-
ny’s demand-side man-
agement programs and 
the customer surcharges 
that pay for those pro-
grams.

“The net effect of 
the two orders issued to-
day will be that residen-
tial customers using the 
same amount of electric-
ity will pay less in 2018 
than they did last year,” 
the PSC said in a state-
ment. “Rates for all other 
classes of customers also 
will be lower than the 

amounts requested by 
Kentucky Power.”

The PSC said in the 
statement that the aver-
age monthly residential 
bill has been $157.83, a 
fi gure that includes base 
rates and all surcharges, 
but not local government 
fees and taxes. That 
same bill, the statement 

said, will be $151.45, a 
decrease of $6.38, or 
about 4 percent. Indi-
vidual bills will vary with 
usage.

According to the 
statement, key actions 
taken in the case include:

•  Reduced — from 

Floyd 
leaders 
remain 

optimistic 
about Big 

Shoal

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER

I t ’s been three years since Ken-
tucky declared a $193 million invest-
ment by RCC Big Shoal LLC as one 
the state’s Top 10 accomplishments 
for 2014, and offi cials report that the 
scope of the project has increased 
and those tax incentives are still on 
the table.

David Farmer and Bill Johnson, 
the owners of RCC Big Shoal and its 
parent company, RCL Chemical Con-
version, as well as a representative 
from Synergy Financial Partners and 
others affi liated with the project, re-
ported traveling to Floyd and Pike 
counties this week to speak with local 
leaders about it. 

Floyd County Judge-Executive 
Ben Hale and County Attorney Keith 
Bartley would not discuss specifi cs, 
citing a confi dentiality agreement, 
but they expressed optimism about 
what it could mean for the region, 
and they’re both crossing their fi ngers 
in hopes that it will come to fruition. 

“We’re excited and hopeful that 
this project will come to fruition,” Hale 
said. “This project is not something 
small. I t is a massive project and 
there’s a lot of different ends that has 
to be tied on to it. Any kind of eco-
nomic development project like that, 
something this massive, it ’s going to 

Officials say questions 
raised in Pike County 

about company, 
project aren’t 

dampening enthusiasm

Snow day

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Kevin Ousley of Maytown brought his son Kevin Ousley, 11, and daughter Lyndsay Ousley, 

10, to Prestonsburg on Jan. 17. They played in the snow near the Prestonsburg Senior 

Citizens Center.

May Valley Elementary 

student Kevin Ousley, 11, 

slides down the hill near 

the Prestonsburg Senior 

Citizens Center on Jan. 

17. He was there with his 

sister Lyndsay and father, 

Kevin Ousley of Maytown.

Floyd Chronicle and Times 

photos by Mary Meadows
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Floyd schools would lose $2 million 
with proposed cuts, officials say

BY MARY MEADOWS 
STAFF WRI TER 

Program eliminations 
and reductions proposed 
this week by Gov. Matt Bevin 
would cost the Floyd County 
School District more than $2 

million, offi cials said.
The budget calls for the 

elimination of 70 programs 
statewide, and some of 
those programs have bene-
fi ted Floyd County students 
for years. 

State Budget Director 

John E. Chilton explained in 
a let ter to Bevin that K-12 
funding is the largest cat-
egory of spending in Ken-
tucky. The proposed bud-
get keeps per-student SEEK 

See CUTS, Page 8A
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Sheriff’s office transports residents during inclement weather
BY JOSH LI TTLE 
STAFF WRI TER

Earlier this week, the 
Floyd County Sherif f ’s Offi ce 
made numerous trips taking 
residents to and from work, 
picking up prescript ions and 
providing other services 
during inclement weather 
condit ions.

As of midday Wednesday, 
Sherif f John Hunt said the 
department had completed 
nearly 17 runs, which consist-
ed of transport ing residents 
to work, to doctor’s appoint-
ments, dialysis appointments 

and other services. He said 
several more runs were 
scheduled Wednesday.

Hunt said the depart-
ment has been implementing 
this plan — Operat ion Winter 
Time, as Hunt refers to it  — 
for years.

“Usually, in the winter 
t ime, when the cold starts 
moving in, we get in our 
winter mode … and we start 
get t ing our four-wheel-drive 
vehicles ready and we start 
get t ing our drivers prepared,” 
said Hunt.

He said volunteers help 
with the transports, which al-

lows the department to help 
more people in the county.

“I t ’s t imes like this when 
volunteers are priceless,”  he 
said. “They come out and 
help us whenever we need 
them.”

A snowstorm in 2015 re-
sulted in the department 
complet ing nearly 75 trans-
ports, Hunt said. Numerous 
dif ferent scenarios have been 
completed during the imple-
mentat ion of the program. He 
said in 2015, the department 
helped to get a newborn baby 
and its family home safely.

“I t ’s just  people who have 

found themselves stuck, or 
who are worried about get-
t ing out in the inclement 
weather condit ions,”  he said.

Hunt said the depart-
ment makes medicine runs 
for people, grocery runs, ox-
ygen-tank refi lls, kerosene 
runs and other t ypes of nec-
essary services.

In addit ion to the trans-
portat ion services, the Floyd 
County Sherif f ’s Offi ce ex-
tends its hours unt il nearly 4 
a.m. or 5 a.m., compared to 
the normal 2 a.m. During this 
extended t ime, offi cers drive 
around the county making 

sure no one is broke down, 

Hunt said.

During t imes of inclem-

ent weather, residents can 

contact the sherif f ’s offi ce 

at, (606) 886-8965 or (606) 

886-6711 for transportat ion 

during business hours. For 

24-hour service, the offi ce 

can be reached at, (606) 886-

6171. Hunt recommends in-

terested persons to give the 

department at  least a two-

hour heads up to make ar-

rangements.
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Deeds, marriages filed
SPECI AL TO THE

 FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND TI MES

The following marriag-
es and property transfers 
were recently fi led in the 
Floyd County Clerk’s offi ce:

Marriages
Ronnie Jessie New-

some, 21, of Prestonsburg, 
to Hannah Brooke Reed, 20, 
of Salyersville

Anne  E. Collins, 46, of 
Prestonsburg, to Gerald V. 
Frasure, 52, of Prestons-
burg

Angelina R. Reynolds, 
47, of Martin, to Donnie E. 
Elkins, 42, of Tram

Charles Edward Wil-
liams I I I , 35, of Prestons-
burg, to Sandra Jean Fra-
zier, 47, of Prestonsburg

Erica Crum, 27, of Print-
er, to Benjamin Ray Kidd, 
34, of Printer 

Sunni Carla-Rae Staton, 
of Prestonsburg, to Richard 
Casey Bickford, 52, of Pres-
tonsburg

Property Transfers
Master Commissioner, 

Barbara Akers, Tracey Ak-
ers, Bonnie Faye Bryant, 
Verla Hamilton, Vern Ham-
ilton, Gregory Isaac,  Com-
monwealth of Kentucky 
to Tax Ease Lien Servicing 
LLC; property location un-
listed (Deeds Book 634; pg. 
518)

Master Commission-
er Ashley Tacket t Laferty, 
Brenda S. Allen, Ronald 
D. Allen, Martha L. Brown, 
Margaret Ann Conn, Susan 

Compton, William A. Morris, 
Kentucky Housing Corpora-
tion, Legal Recoveries Inc.;  
property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 634; pg. 496)

Master Commissioner 
Ashley Tacket t Laferty, Lisa 
Johnson, Crystal Lafferty, 
Barry W. Marsillet t, Dallas 
R. Marsillet t, Debra Mar-
sillet t, Kevin E. Marsillet t, 
Frank Rudder, John Rudder, 
Wayne Wright, Tax Ease 
Lien Servicing LLC to Oliver 
Lit tle;  property location un-
listed (Deeds Book 634; pg. 
554)

Bonita Compton, Susan 
Compton, to Hoods Fork 
Reclamation LLC; proper-
ty location unlisted (Deeds 
Book 634; pg. 563)

Loret ta Sue Newman 
to Hoods Fork Reclamation 

LLC; property location un-
listed (Deeds Book 634; pg. 
560)

Marsha Lynn Newsome 
Gutmans, Russell Gutmans 
to Jennifer Newsome; 
property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 634; pg. 502)

Kimberly Hall, Marilu 
Mora to Nicholas J. Martin;  
property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 634; pg. 566)

Leonard Hall, L&B Real 
Estate LLC to Kentucky 
Power Company, agree-
ment location unlisted; 
property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 634; pg. 570) 

Jeremy Todd Howard, 
Vylinda Howard to Vylinda 
Howard; property location 
unlisted (Deeds Book 634; 
pg. 582)

Lakeview Loan Ser-

vicing LLC to Secretary of 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment, property in 
the Richmond Subdivision, 
Prestonsburg

David A. Lewis to Crys-
tal Lynn Jarrell Howell, Tim-
my Lee Howell;  property lo-
cation unlisted (Deeds Book 
634; pg. 586)

William Martin to Wil-
ma Nickels Hughes, Bobbie 
Nickels, Victoria Nickels, 
Bet ty Nickels, Harold Nick-
els, Robert Nickels;  proper-
ty location unlisted (Deeds 
Book 634; pg. 524)

Mountain Metal Com-
pany, Mountain Metal Com-
pany, Inc. of West Pres-
tonsburg to Mountain Metal 
Recyclables; property loca-
tion unlisted (Deeds Book 
634; pg. 534)

Derrick Newsome, Jen-
nifer Marie Newsome to 
Jennifer Marie Newsome; 
property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 634; pg. 502)

Brit tany Pennington, 
Ryan Pennington to Ken-
tucky Power Company; 
agreement location unlist-
ed; (Deeds Book 634; pg. 
568)

Charles W. Reichen-
bach, Delores M. Reichen-
bach to Tina Renee Hall;  
property in the Wills Subdi-
vision

Vanderbilt Mortgage 
and Finance Inc. to Alice 
H. Skupnick, Andrew Ale 
Skupnick;  property location 
unlisted (Deeds Book 634; 
pg. 546)

9 House Republicans asking 
PSC for fast review of Ky. 
Power rate hike proposal

BY TOM LATEK

KENTUCKY TODAY

Nine Republican House members 
from Eastern Kentucky, including 95th 
Dist. state Rep. Larry Brown, have 
sent a let ter to the state Public Service 
Commission, asking them to review a 
rate hike sought by Kentucky Power.

The nine want the PSC to conduct 
an expedited review of the Federal Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act so the utility can of-
fer rate reductions to their customers.

On Dec. 28, the PSC issued orders 
to for-profi t utilit ies, telling them to 
track their savings under lower corpo-
rate tax rates that took effect Jan. 1, 
going from 35 percent to 21 percent, 
paving the way for those savings to be 
passed on to customers in the form of 
lower electric, gas or water rates.

In two orders, the PSC noted inves-
tor-owned utilit ies recover their feder-
al tax expenses from ratepayers. Un-
der the federal tax law enacted earlier 

this month, the corporate income tax 
rate will decline from 35 percent to 21 
percent next year, substantially reduc-
ing the tax burden on for-profi t, inves-
tor-owned utilit ies. 

“Since ratepayers are required to 
pay through their rates the tax expens-
es of a utility, any reduction in tax rates 
must be timely passed through to rate-
payers,” the PSC said in the orders. 

The nine said a rapid response 
from the PSC is prudent, “as the win-
ter months in Eastern Kentucky are a 
particularly critical time for many res-
idents.  Reductions to utilit ies’ federal 
income taxes will allow the company to 
lower power rates, and ease the fi nan-
cial strain on customers in Appalachia.”

The let ter was signed by Reps. 
Jill York of Grayson, Chris Fugate of 
Chavies, David Hale of Wellington, 
Danny Bentley of Russell, Tim Couch of 
Hyden, Brown John Blanton of Salyers-
ville, Scot t Wells of West Liberty and 
Toby Herald of Beattyville.
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Burchett to host album 
launch party at the MAC

BY JOSH LI TTLE 
STAFF WRI TER

Floyd County resident and former 
Big Sandy Singers member Troy Burchet t 
will host an album release part y at  the 
Mountain Arts Center Feb. 9 beginning at 
6 p.m.

Burchet t , a nat ive of Floyd County, 
has lived in the area for the ent iret y of 
his life, excluding a small st int  of t ime 
he spent pursuing his musical dreams in 
Nashville.

His latest album, Turn Back Time, in-
cludes 10 tracks, all of which are writ ten 
by Burchet t . The album was recorded at 
the Mountain Arts Center in Prestons-
burg. He said the album refl ects on im-
portant aspects of his life.

“Each song is really about a part  of 
my life,”  said Burchet t . “ I  think music is 
like therapy. I  was once told that the best 
songs and the best music are ones that 
when you listen to them they help you 
relive a part  of your life ... I  like to write 
songs that have some kind of meaning to 
them;  something I ’ve lived, experienced, 
loved or lost .”

The album is orchestrated by a full 
band and backup singers. A full band 
will also be on hand at the launch part y 
to perform some of the songs from he 
album. Local musician Jason Goble will 
open the show for Burchet t .

Burchet t  said he learned a lot  about 
performing during his more than four 
years as a performer with Big Sandy 
Communit y and Technical College’s group 
— the Big Sandy Singers. Upon gradu-
at ion from BSCTC, Burchet t  t ried his 
hand at music in Nashville where he au-
dit ioned for numerous television shows, 
performed at the Wild Horse Saloon and 
other places. He has also performed on 
nat ional television on a show t it led “Vir-
ginia Dream.”

Burchet t  performs on Tuesday nights 
with Goble in dif ferent businesses in 
the area at what has become known as 
Songwriter Scene.

All money raised from t icket sales on 
the night of the release part y will be do-
nated to the Animal Alliance of Eastern 
Kentucky, plus free food will be provided 
at the part y for guests.

Burchett’s album is titled Turn Back Time.

Planning underway for 
Operation Clean Sweep

A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 
TI MES STAFF REPORT

Offi cials at Jenny Wi-
ley State Resort Park are 
seeking volunteers and 
organizations that want 
to help plan the annual 
Operation Clean Sweep 
event.

The park invites 
the public to a planning 
meeting about the event 
which will be held at 
noon on Tuesday, Jan. 23 

at the May Lodge. 
Several organizations 

and numerous volunteers 
usually participate in Op-
eration Clean Sweep 
each year. The park pro-
vides lunch for all volun-
teers and, last year, the 
Friends of Jenny Wiley 
offered door prizes.

The annual event 
helps park offi cials clean 
up the park in time for 
the tourist season. Last 
year, Operation Clean 

Sweep volunteers picked 
up more than 300 bags 
of trash from Dewey 
Lake and the park.

JWSRP Interpret-
er Trinity Shepherd said 
the event will be held 
on March 17 and JWSRP 
is seeking organizations 
that want to sponsor the 
event and/or volunteer. 

For more informa-
tion, call Shepherd at 
(606) 889-1790.
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Martin man arrested for 
allegedly stealing vehicle 
parked at Floyd church

A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND TI MES 
STAFF REPORT

A Martin man was arrested Monday 
following an incident in November in 
which, offi cials say, he allegedly stole 
a vehicle parked at a Prestonsburg 
church.

Rodney Clyde Bates, 43, of Caney 
Fork, Martin, was charged with theft by 
unlawful taking of an automobile (more 

than $10,000, less than $1,000,000).
According to a warrant of arrest, 

Prestonsburg Police Offi cer Ross Shur-
tleff said Bates allegedly stole a 2011 
Acura SUV from a methodist church 
parking lot in Prestonsburg in Nov. 
2017.

A preliminary hearing is scheduled 
at 1:30 p.m. Jan. 22 in Floyd District 
Court. Bates was released on a $2,000 
cash bond.

Former Schwan’s 
employee arrested for 
stealing from company

A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 
TI MES STAFF REPORT

A West Liberty man 
was arrested in Floyd 
County after he allegedly 
wrote checks for nearly 
$3,000 in fraudulent cus-
tomer purchases in order 
to receive refunds to his 
personal account.

Devin W. Ousley, 24, 

of Peddler St., West Lib-
erty, was charged with 
theft by deception over 
$500.

Prestonsburg Po-
lice Offi cer Adam Dixon 
stated in the arrest war-
rant that, between May 
24, 2016 through July 8, 
2016, Ousley, an employ-
ee of Schwan’s, creat-
ed fraudulent customer 

purchases to “deprive his 
employer.” The warrant 
said Ousley used the ac-
counts to refund mon-
ey on his own personal 
credit card, which totaled 
$2,993.62. The warrant 
was issued in Aug. 2016. 

A hearing is sched-
uled at 9:30 a.m. Jan. 31 
in Floyd District Court.
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GUEST EDITORIAL:
Continued division along race, culture, class 

lines only harms us all as a community, nation
“We are caught in an ines-

capable network of mutuali-
ty, tied in a single garment of 
destiny. Whatever affects one 
directly, affects all indirect-
ly.” — Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham 
Jail”

Just a little less than a year 
ago, the tensions, which are still 
running through our nation along 
lines of race, class, party and other 
divisions, came to the forefront in 
Pikeville, as several groups of white 
nationalists and their opposition 
chose Main Street as the location 
for a standoff.

The threats in the months and 
days leading up to the event were 
of violence, the words spoken, 
words of hate.

Thankfully, the violence never 
materialized, as it would just a few 
months later in Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia.

However, we were confronted 

with a reality that our nation’s pub-
lic discourse has taken a turn for 
the worse in the past several years, 
that these divisions are not, as 
some would have us believe, false. 
We were confronted with the reali-
ty that we are in real danger in the 
United States of losing what many 
have died for over the years

Monday, we observed Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, an occasion 
to recognize a man who forced us, 
as a nation, to take a look in the 
mirror and decide that we didn’t 
like what we saw. Amongst all the 
quotes and speeches which are al-
ways broadcast on television, social 
media and other mediums, there 
was a line which ran through King’s 
words that loudly proclaimed the 
inherent value of every person.

And, if all people are valuable, 
then it is incumbent upon us as 
individuals to consider the cause-
and-effect that our words and ac-
tions have, not just on those close 
to us, but also to our greater com-

munity.
Sadly, it seems, civility has 

taken a backseat in our society to 
pragmatism — what works is what 
we do, no matter the cost to oth-
ers.

This sense of pragmatism and 
a self-centered focus only on what 
benefi ts us as individuals are part 
of the factors driving the very di-
vision this nation faces. After all, if 
we only have ourselves on which to 
focus, if only our own opinions and 
emotions matter, then it’s easy to 
dismiss the “other.”

It is in this self-centered space 
in which the “other” is lesser that 
it becomes acceptable to use a 
demeaning racial epithet, an in-
sult about another’s disability. In 
that space, it becomes acceptable 
to lump all people who struggle fi -
nancially, both in poverty and out, 
as victims of their own actions, de-
serving of nothing, no help. 

In that space, it becomes ac-
ceptable to defi ne someone who 

has different political, social or re-
ligious beliefs as an “enemy,” de-
humanized to the point that it be-
comes acceptable to destroy the 
person emotionally or even physi-
cally.

Dr. King had a faith that in-
formed his words and actions, and 
that faith spoke to him that, at the 
core of everything was the fact that 
all people had value and deserved 
an opportunity to live in the nation 
promised to them, a nation whose 
founding documents set forth that 
all men are created equal, deserv-
ing of the rights to life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness.

Unfortunately, King’s words are 
not simply for us, an example of a 
time in the past in which it was nec-
essary for men and women to lay 
their lives on the line, just so people 
who had a different color of skin, a 
different racial background, could 
be recognized as human. King’s 
words and actions still speak to 
where the United States of America 

is as a country. 
There’s been progress, sure, 

but we’re not there yet, and in the 
current climate, we appear to be 
going somewhat backward.

At this time, it’s more import-
ant than ever that we not just lis-
ten to Dr. King’s voice and read his 
works as a way of understanding 
the past. It’s time that we take 
heed of what he said then as a way 
of understanding what’s happening 
in our nation, state and community 
now.

As Dr. King wrote, “Whatever 
affects one directly, affects all in-
directly.” 

If we allow injustice, hatred, 
division and violence to occur to 
“others,” the cost is just as great 
to the fabric of our nation as it is to 
those we wrong.

— Appalachian 
News-Express

GUEST COLUMN:
On the governor’s budget

REP. JIM WAYNE

35TH HOUSE DISTRICT 
REPRESENTATIVE

One of my favorite spots 
in Kentucky is on top of a 
steep knob overlooking the 
Rolling Fork River valley in 
Marion County. The reward 
of a strenuous hike to this 
peak is sitting on a limestone 
outcropping on a clear win-
ter day seeing the log home 
of my great great grandpar-
ents, the wide river valley 
pasture below, spotted with 
Angus cows and, beyond the 
river, the forests and fi elds 
of Casey County. This spot 
is a place of inspiration and 
imagination.

My ancestors migrated 
to this land of knobs and 
lush valleys because they 
sought a better way of liv-

ing for themselves and their 
children. Kentucky offered 
opportunities to farm, build 
communities and fi nancial 
security.

Nearly 200 years later, as 
I sit staring through the na-
ked trees on the land I love, 
I question why our Common-
wealth has failed to live up to 
its potential. Why do we have 
nearly one in four of our chil-
dren living in dire poverty? 
Why do we have such a sick 
people? Why are opportu-
nities for higher education 
so expensive? Why are so 
many of our public schools 
struggling? Why are so many 
suffering mental illness? Why 
are our young people being 
sent to early graves by guns 
and drugs? Why do our pris-
ons continue to house far too 
many? Why are our political 

leaders so short sighted and 
lacking vision to invest in our 
people?

As a state legislator for 
over 27 years I am frustrated 
and angry with a status quo 
in Frankfort that condemns 
so many to limited economic 
and academic opportunities, 
poor mental and physical 
health, violence and environ-
mental degradation.

Right wing Republicans 
and timid Democrats wait for 
the free market to miracu-
lously save us, like Deus ex 
machina, in a Greek drama.

The free market will not 
rescue us. It never has and 
never will because it is based 
on profi t and greed, not the 
common good.  Economists, 
health experts and sociolo-
gists from each end of the 
political spectrum have been 

telling us for years about our 
downward spiral.  Still the 
power brokers of Frankfort 
refuse to act, or perhaps 
more accurately, do not have 
the leadership abilities and 
moral courage to act to raise 
revenue and invest in our 
people.

The budget proposed by 
our Republican governor is a 
disgrace. It does everything 
to make the state of our 
Commonwealth worse: disin-
vesting in education, health-
care, environmental protec-
tions, public protections, the 
courts, child and adult pro-
tections, foster care, trans-
portation and drug rehab.

Instead of building co-
alitions of citizen and legis-
lative groups to enact fair, 
adequate and modern tax 
reforms to boost the amount 

of money to invest in Ken-
tucky, these Republicans 
(and some Democratic ac-
complices) starve our peo-
ple of life giving programs 
and services. This strategy 
is killing people. This strat-
egy feeds the decline of 
our Commonwealth further, 
moving us closer to becom-
ing a third world country.

No state budget should 
be passed this legislative 
session without fi rst revamp-
ing our tax system. Do the 
leaders in Frankfort have the 
skill and moral fi ber to tack-
le this long delayed policy 
emergency?

If they refuse or can’t, as 
so many leaders in both par-
ties have refused or couldn’t 
during the last 20 years, then 
the people of Kentucky must 
replace them. The time for 

redirecting our resources 
and energies into our people 
is now. Delaying compounds 
our many troubles and push-
es us further behind in every 
category of wellness as a 
people.

The hopes and dreams 
in the hearts of my ancestors 
who settled in the geograph-
ic center of Kentucky are my 
hopes and dreams as we 
face the challenges before 
us: to build a community of 
caring, well educated, thriv-
ing people in a state with 
an abundance of natural re-
sources, beauty and talent. 
Unless we collectively invest 
in ourselves we face a pres-
ent and a future of increased 
poverty, ill health and igno-
rance, a widening economic 
gap, and environmental deg-
radation.

What can you do? Raise 
the bar on your legislators. 
Tell them to refuse the gov-
ernor’s budget proposal and 
demand tax reform now so 
we save ourselves.
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Billy Joe Crace
Billy Joe Crace, 69, 

of Prestonsburg, died 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 
2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Tanya Hadden
Tanya Leigh Martin 

Hadden, 57, died peace-
fully Wednesday, Jan. 10, 
2018, with her family by 
her side.

She was preceded in 
death by her father, Don-
ald Martin.

She is survived by 
her sons, Wesley Hadden 
(Kourtney) of Lexington 
and Zachary Hadden 
(Shaya) of Louisville; her 
daughter, Lindsay Had-
den Chupek (John) of 
New Kent, Va.; her moth-
er, Charlene Patton John-
son of Langley; her step-
father, Larry Johnson of 
Langley; her brothers, 
John Martin of Stanton, 
James Martin (Tammy) 
of East Bernstadt; six 
granddaughters, Anna, 
Caroline, Emelyn, Madi-
lyn, Laurel and Kinsley; 
and many nieces, neph-
ews and cousins.

Tanya was born at 
Martin, Sept. 24, 1960. 
She grew up and spent 
most of her life in both 
Central and Eastern Ken-
tucky. She is a graduate 
of Allen Central High 
School. After graduation, 
she went on to East-
ern Kentucky Universi-
ty, where she graduated 
with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Agricul-

ture. Later in life, Tanya 
returned to EKU, where 
she received her Masters 
of Teaching degree and 
taught for many years at 
Montgomery and Bour-
bon Counties, as well as 
Indianapolis (Irvington), 
Indiana. She had a great 
passion for education-
al policy, which led her 
to gain her Masters of 
Educational Leadership 
and Principal licensure 
from Ball State Universi-
ty. She was a member of 
the Kentucky Education 
Association. Tanya was 
an avid gardener, cook, 
lover of books, music 
and animals. She had 
a remarkable smile and 
sense of humor. She was 
a loving mother, grand-
mother, daughter, sister 
and friend to many.

A memorial service 
and reception will be held 
at 12 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
20, 2018, at Grace Way 
United Methodist Church 
at Langley. Arrangements 
are under the direction of 
the Nelson-Frazier Funer-
al Home of Martin.

Memorial donations, 
in lieu of fl owers, may be 
sent to: Grace Way Unit-
ed Methodist, 8410 KY-
80, Langley, KY 41645, 
or The American Brain 
Tumor Association 8550 
W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Suite 
550, Chicago, IL 60631-
3225.

The guestbook may 
be signed at www.nel-
sonfrazierfuneralhome.
com.

This is a paid obitu-
ary.

“Trip” Stewart
Randall Marvin “Trip” 

Stewart
Randall Marvin “Trip” 

Stewart, 62, of Hi Hat, 
died Sunday, Jan. 14, 
2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Community calendar
• Jan. 19: Big Sandy Com-

munity & Technical College 
to host respiratory therapy 
program pre-admission con-
ference. (606) 788-2822 or 
Melissa.skeens@kctcs.edu

• Jan. 19; 10 a.m.: Floyd 
County Fiscal Court meets, 
county courthouse. (606) 
886-9193

• Jan. 20; 11 a.m.: Ryker 
and Riley’s Unique Home Fur-
nishings, 233 West Court St., 
to offer Learn to use chalk 
paint, waxes and glazes. $35. 
(606) 339-2937

• Jan. 20; 3:30 p.m. to 7 
p.m.; 6 a.m. to 10 a.m.: Jenny 
Wiley State Resort Park hosts 
elk tours. $30 per adult; $15 
for children; free for kids age 
12 and under.  (606) 889-1790

• Jan. 20; 7:30:  Dressed 
to Kill, a Kiss tribute band, to 
perform at the Mountain Arts 
Center. 888-MAC-ARTS

• Jan. 20; 8 a.m.: East 
Kentucky Bee School, Hazard 
Community & Technical Col-
lege. (606) 886-2668

• Jan. 22; 6:30 p.m.: Floyd 
County Board of Education 
meets at May Valley Elemen-
tary School. (606) 886-2354

• Jan. 22; 5 p.m.: South-
ern Water meets, Southern 
offi ces, McDowell. 

• Jan. 23; 11:30 a.m.: Big 
Sandy Area Development Dis-
trict meets. (606) 886-2374. 

• Jan. 23; 12 p.m.: Jenny 
Wiley State Resort Park in-
vites the public to a planning 
meeting at the May Lodge 

to discuss Operation Clean 
Sweep, which will be held 
March 17. (606) 889-1790

• Jan. 23; 6 p.m.: Martin 
City Council meets, city hall. 

• Jan. 23; 7:30 p.m.: Tues-
day Night Songwriters Scene, 
Mosby’s at Quality Inn. (606) 
886-1341 

• Jan. 23; 5:30 p.m.: Arti-
san FastTrac course will teach 
artists how to market and 
sell their work, with the fi rst 
meeting at the Pike County 
Cooperative Extension offi ce. 
The class will continue for six 
weeks, with weekly meetings 
at the extension offi ce on 
Tuesdays and online classes 
on Thursdays. $25. Register 
at maced.org or call (606) 
264-5910

• Jan. 23; 5:30 p.m.: Floyd 
County Extension Offi ce to 
host Basics of Home Vegeta-
ble Garden, session 1. (606) 
886-2668

• Wednesdays, Fridays: 
Big Sandy Community & 
Technical College hosts low-
cost dental clinic. (606) 886-
7352

• Every Tuesday, 7 p.m.: 
Lane of Roses Women’s Bi-
ble Study meets at City Perk, 
Prestonsburg. ayngeleaste-
vens.laneofroses@gmail.com 
or (606) 367-2970

• Every Monday; 3:30 
p.m., through May 7: Mommy 
and Me Sewing Class, Pres-
tonsburg Library. 

• Every Monday, 11 a.m.; 
Thursday at 5 p.m.: Free Gen-

tle Yoga class at the Floyd 
County Health Department.

• Every Tuesday, 9 a.m.: 
Free Gentle Yoga class host-
ed by Saint Joseph Martin at 
Graceway United Methodist 
Church, Langley

• Carl D. Perkins Job Corps 
Center accepting applications 
for its off-center training pro-
gram, offering certifi cation to 
people ages 16-24. (606) 433-
2265

• Registrations accepted 
for 2018 Kentucky State Parks 
Family Adventure Quest, a 
digital photo scavenger hunt 
that requires travel to various 
state parks. Prizes offered 
for those who complete at 
least 10 quests by Dec. 2018. 
parks.ky.gov

the 9.75 percent in 
the settlement to 9.70 
percent — the authorized 
return on investment for 
company shareholders.

• Accepted a set-
tlement provision that 
defers $50 million in 
expenses related to 
Kentucky Power’s pur-
chases of power from 
the Rockport plant in 
Indiana, which is owned 
and operated by anoth-
er company within the 
American Electric Power 
Co. (AEP) system. Those 
costs will be addressed 
in a future rate case. 
The contract is sched-
uled to expire in 2022.

• Rejected a set-
tlement provision that 
called for residential cus-
tomers to continue pay-
ing a monthly charge to 
fund economic develop-

ment efforts in Kentucky 
Power’s service territory. 
Company shareholders 
contribute a matching 
amount. The settlement 
called for the residen-
tial fee to be cut from 
15 cents to ten cents, 
and for commercial cus-
tomers to begin paying 
into the fund at $1 per 
month. The PSC elim-
inated the residential 
charge altogether and 
reallocated the residen-
tial customer contribu-
tion into a fund to assist 
low-income ratepayers 
who are having trouble 
paying their bills. As a re-
sult, the monthly charge 
for the assistance pro-
gram will increase from 
the current 15 cents to 
30 cents, rather than the 
20 cents proposed by 
Kentucky Power. Com-
pany shareholders will 
continue to match rate-
payer payments into the 
both funds.

• Accepted a set-
tlement provision that 
increases the monthly 
service charge for res-
idential customers to 
$14. Kentucky Power’s 
application called for a 
monthly service charge 
of $17.50.

• Approved Ken-
tucky Power’s 2017 en-
vironmental compliance 
plan, which includes 
$3.9 million in expens-
es associated with air 
pollution controls at the 
Rockport plant. Those 
costs will be recovered, 
as permitted under Ken-
tucky law, through the 
company’s environmen-
tal surcharge. Despite 
the added project, the 
surcharge initially will 
decline as a result of the 
federal corporate tax 
cut.

• Eliminated a sepa-
rate rate for schools. The 
settlement called for the 
rate, which had been ex-

tended to 30 schools on 
a pilot basis, to be made 
permanent and available 
to all schools. The PSC 
found that continuation 
of the rate could not be 
justifi ed based on the 
power usage character-
istics of the schools, and 
because it would result 
in other customers sub-
sidizing the schools.

• Approved a pilot 
program that will struc-
ture rates in a way that is 
designed to save money 
for residential custom-
ers who are able to shift 
their usage away from 
times of peak system 
demand. Kentucky Pow-
er will make the program 
available to as many as 
1,000 customers on an 
experimental basis.

Kentucky Power offi -
cials did not immediately 
comment Thursday on 
the order, saying they 
had not had a chance to 
review the document.

RATE
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Ethics commission has a copy of Hoover’s 
secret sexual harassment settlement

BY DANIEL DESROCHERS

LEXINGTON HERALD LEADER

FRANKFORT — A prosecutor 
for the Legislative Ethics Commis-
sion has a copy of a secret settle-
ment that four Republican House 
members made with a legislative 
employee who accused them of 
sexual harassment.

Garry Adams, an attorney rep-
resenting the former legislative 
employee, said the prosecutor had 
already obtained the settlement 
when Adams met with the prosecu-
tor to hand over subpoenaed text 
messages between his client and 
the House members.

“They showed us that docu-
ment and asked us to verify,” Ad-
ams said.

Kara Daniel, a lawyer for the 
commission, said the settlement 
will not be made public until the 
commission makes a ruling on an 

ethics complaint against the law-
makers that it is investigating.

Attorneys representing Jeff 
Hoover, the former speaker of the 
House, and the three other law-
makers decided Tuesday to waive 
a preliminary hearing on whether 
there was probable cause for the 
complaint against them.

“That does not mean they 
said they were guilty,” said George 
Troutman, chairman of the com-
mission. “It doesn’t mean they im-
ply that they’re guilty.”

It does mean that the case 
against Hoover, R-Jamestown; Rep. 
Jim DeCesare, R-Bowling Green; 
Rep. Michael Meredith, R-Oakland; 
and Rep. Brian Linder, R-Dry Ridge, 
will proceed to an adjudicatory 
hearing.

“The complaint, barring some 
legal technicality, will not be dis-
missed,” Troutman said. “The com-
plaint will be acted upon, either 

you take the handcuffs off, you’re 
free to go home, or you’re guilty as 
charged and the appropriate pun-
ishment would be determined.”

The hearing will be public, and 
Troutman said he will set a date in 
the next two weeks.

The ethics commission is act-
ing on a complaint fi led by Rep. Jim 
Wayne, D-Louisville. The House Re-
publican leadership team also fi led 
a complaint, but Troutman said he 
chose to investigate Wayne’s com-
plaint.

“I had to pick one, and that’s 
the one I picked,” Troutman said.

Wayne fi led his complaint Nov. 
15, just 10 days after Hoover an-
nounced that he would resign 
from his position as Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and ac-
knowledged that he and three oth-
er lawmakers had secretly settled a 
sexual harassment complaint made 
by an employee.
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take quite a bit of work, 
getting the certain play-
ers involved and mak-
ing sure they are com-
fortable with everything 
before investments are 
made.” 

He and Bartley spoke 
with company executives 
at a luncheon on Tues-
day at Pig in a Poke in 
Prestonsburg, and Hale 
walked away feeling “op-
timistic and cautious.” 

“I feel comfortable,” 
he said about the proj-
ect, “because we’ve been 
getting good updates. 
But I don’t want to be too 
overly optimistic. I want 
to be optimistic and cau-
tious until we see all the 
pegs going into the right 
holes.”

The facility was ini-
tially planned to be con-
structed in Pike County, 
but RCC Big Shoal de-
cided, instead, to build 
its headquarters in Pike 
County and the facility 
in Floyd County near the 
Markwest plant in Lang-
ley. The move ruffl ed 
feathers in Pike County 
because offi cials there 
claimed they weren’t 
aware of the change 
before the decision was 
made. 

Offi cials in Pike Coun-
ty have also expressed 
concerns about not being 
given regular progress 
reports, which were re-
quired under the terms 
of the agreement.

RCC Big Shoal re-
ceived $400,000 in eco-
nomic development funds 
from the Pike County Fis-
cal Court for the project, 
and another $100,000 
from the Floyd Coun-
ty Fiscal Court — funds 
made available through 
a Kentucky Power grant 
program for site devel-
opment — and, in 2012, 
a $250,000 grant for re-
search and development 
from the Kentucky Sci-
ence and Technology 
Corporation in Lexington. 

Bartley said he un-
derstands the concerns 
Pike County offi cials have 
expressed about the 
project, but he believes 
their opinion will change 
as work progresses.

If everything works 
out the way it’s been ex-
plained by the company, 
Bartley said he believes 
“Pike County will be more 
than satisfi ed. I think, 
in the end, if everything 
goes as planned, it will 
be benefi cial to both Pike 
County and Floyd County 
and, probably, the entire 
region,” he said. 

Johnson declined 

an interview request 
from the newspaper this 
week, but he answered a 
few questions about the 
project over the phone. 
He said the company is 
working toward making 
an announcement next 
month. 

He said the project’s 
scope has increased by 
about 20 percent since 
it was initially announced 
and the company wants 
to build two or three 
facilities at the plant in 
Langley. The company 
will convert natural gas 
into “value-added prod-
ucts,” he said. There will 
be more than one phase 
of construction, he said, 
and site preparation and 
infrastructure changes 
will be required. 

Johnson said the 
plant will be built off-site 
and moved to the prop-
erty in Langley, and the 
company will seek local 
fabrication companies 
to complete that work. 
He said the company 
is completing the last 
part of the engineering 
phase, has taken steps 
toward obtaining permits 
it needs, is working on li-
censing agreements, and 
is “anxious” to move for-
ward.

“We’re looking for-
ward to being a perma-
nent resident in the East-

ern Kentucky area,” he 
said. 

He said he is “very 
pleased” with dialogue 
he’s had with offi cials 
from Floyd and Pike 
counties. 

The Kentucky Eco-
nomic Development Fi-
nance Authority gave 
preliminary approval of 
$18 million in tax incen-
tives for the company’s 
proposed gas-to-liquids 
facility in August 2014—
about six months after 
RCC Big Shoal registered 
as a business in Ken-
tucky — and the KEDFA 
renewed that incentive 
agreement in August 
2017, state offi cials con-
fi rmed last week. 

Jack Mazurak, com-
munications director for 
the Kentucky Cabinet 
for Economic Develop-
ment, reported that the 
KEDFA board approved 
a 12-month extension 
for the incentive agree-
ment with RCC Big Shoal 
on August  31, 2017. The 
memo attached to that 
board’s meeting agenda 
reports the company re-
quested the extension.

The preliminary ap-
proval was authorized 
under the Incentives for 
Energy Independence 
Act, one of several tax 
incentive programs the 
state offers to spur eco-

nomic development. 
Through that program, 
RCC Big Shoal will qual-
ify to receive the $18 
million in tax incentives if 
it adheres to promises it 
made to the state, such 
as its pledge to provide 
at least 30 jobs with an 
average wage of $34.16. 

Mazurak reported 
that IEIA incentive agree-
ments must receive fi nal 
approval before the com-
pany can begin construc-
tion, as project-related 
expenses like site prepa-
ration and construction 
undertaken prior to the 
fi nal approval date do not 
qualify for the incentives. 

“A company might 
use the time between 
Preliminary and Final to 
raise money, go through 
the permitting process 
and accomplish the de-
sign and engineering,” he 
said in an email.

Once fi nal approval 
for the incentives is giv-
en, RCC Big Shoal will 
have fi ve years to com-
plete the project, but 
time extensions may be 
available. Mazurak said 
these types of projects 
usually take years to 
complete. 

Eligible tax incentives 
include refunds of up to 
100 percent of taxes the 
company pays on tan-
gible personal property 

made to construct, ret-
rofi t or upgrade a facili-
ty, 80 percent of taxes 
the company pays on the 
purchase or severance of 
coal or natural gas, 100 
percent of its corporate 
income or Limited Liabil-
ity Entity Tax, as well as 
a wage assessment of up 
to four percent of gross 
wages of each employee. 

The tax incentives 
are available for up to 
25 years, and RCC Big 
Shoal could receive, in 
that time, tax incentives 
worth up to 50 percent 
of its initial capital invest-
ment, and that would be 
a signifi cant amount, as 
company offi cials have 
reported that the invest-
ment has grown since 
the project was initially 
planned. 

In 2014, KEDFA re-
ported the that the to-
tal investment from RCC 
Big Shoal would be $193 
million — with approxi-
mately $149 million going 
to equipment and $10 
million going to construc-
tion, among other costs. 

But when the proj-
ect announcement was 
made, the company re-
ported the investment 
would top $500 million.
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Candidate filings continue in Floyd
A FLOYD CHRONICLE AND 

TIMES STAFF REPORT

Eight candidates 
fi led paperwork to seek 
offi ces serving Floyd 
County residents re-
cently, bringing the total 
number of candidates 
seeking election to 44.   

The newest state fi l-
ings include three non-
partisan candidates for 
the 7th Appellate Dis-
trict of the Kentucky 
Court of Appeals, the 
seat previously held by 
Janet Stumbo, who an-
nounced her retirement 
recently. The candidates 
include Donald How-
ard Combs of Pikeville, 
and Larry E. Thompson 
of Pikeville, as well as 
David Allen Barber of 
Morehead. 

In another nonparti-
san race, Brittainy Bra-
nham of Prestonsburg 
fi led her paperwork to 
seek a return to her seat 
on the Prestonsburg 
City Council. 

The recent fi lings 
also fi lled out the bal-
lot in other local races. 
There are now at least 
three candidates for 
every voting seat on 
the Floyd County Fiscal 
Court. 

Floyd County 
Judge-Executive Ben 
Hale of Blue River fi led 
his paperwork to seek 
re-election, and will face 
James “Jimmy” Rose of 

Caney Fork and Marvin 
Bryan Lafferty of Pres-
tonsburg in the Demo-
cratic Primary.

Incumbent Magis-
trate Mike Tackett of 
Wheelwright also fi led 
his paperwork recently 
for a return to the Dis-
trict 3 magisterial seat. 
He will face former mag-
istrate Warren Jarrell of 
Printer and Ryan Slone 
of Drift in the Democrat-
ic Primary. Three candi-
dates will also face on 
in the Democratic Pri-
mary for the District 1, 
District 2 and District 4 
magistrate seats. 

The latest fi lings 
included another can-
didate for Constable 
in District 3, with Wil-
lie Hall of Melvin fi ling 
his paperwork to seek 
that offi ce. He will face 
Democrats Joey Collins 
of Frasures Creek and 
Ernie Ray Moore of Mc-
Dowell in the Primary. 

And Floyd Coun-
ty Circuit Court Clerk 
Douglas Ray Hall found 
a challenger. Former 
District 3 Magistrate 
Donnie Daniels fi led his 
paperwork to seek the 
that seat.

The candidates who 
have fi led their paper-
work include: 

U.S. Representa-
tive, 5th Congressio-
nal District

Harold “Hal” Rogers, 

incumbent, Somerset, 
Republican

Gerardo Serrano of 
South Tyner, Republican

95th State Repre-
sentative 

Larry D. Brown of 
Prestonsburg, incum-
bent, Republican

Ashley Tackett La-
ferty of Martin, Demo-
crat 

Floyd County 
Judge Executive 

James “Jimmy” Rose 
of Caney Fork, Demo-
crat 

Marvin Bryan Laf-
ferty of Prestonsburg, 
Democrat

Ben Hale of Blue 
River, incumbent, Dem-
ocrat 

Floyd County At-
torney

Keith Bartley of 
Prestonsburg, incum-
bent, Democrat 

Floyd County Jail-
er

Stuart “Bear” Hal-
bert of Martin, incum-
bent, Democrat 

Glennis Caudill of 
Melvin, Democrat 

Floyd County 
Property Valuation 
Administrator

Connie Hancock of 
Langley, incumbent, 
Democrat

Floyd County Cir-
cuit Court Clerk

Douglas Ray Hall of 
McDowell, incumbent, 
Democrat

Donnie Daniels of 
Melvin, Democrat

Floyd County 
Commonwealth’s At-
torney

Arnold Brent Turner 
of Prestonsburg, incum-
bent, Democrat 

Floyd County Cor-
oner 

Greg Nelson of 
Dwale, incumbent, 
Democrat

District 1 Magis-
trate 

“Big John” John 
Goble of Prestonsburg, 
incumbent, Democrat

Mark D. Crider of 
Prestonsburg, Democrat 

David A. Gearheart 
of Prestonsburg, Dem-
ocrat

District 2 Magis-
trate 

Randy Davis of Da-
vid, incumbent, Demo-
crat

George Ousley of 
Goose Creek in Eastern, 
Democrat

Todd Hansford of 
Wayland, Democrat 

District 3 Magis-
trate 

Ryan Slone of Drift, 
Democrat 

Warren Jarrell of 
Printer, Democrat 

Mike Tackett of 
Wheelwright, incum-
bent, Democrat

District 4 Magis-
trate 

Ronnie Akers, of 
Harold, incumbent, 
Democrat

Lennix Cola Ray Ak-
ers of Harold, Democrat

William L. Slone of 
Dana, Democrat  

Floyd County Dis-
trict Judge 31st/2nd 

Jimmy “Blue” Mar-
cum of Prestonsburg, 
incumbent

Eric D. Hall of Allen, 
incumbent

Court of Appeals, 
7th Appellate District

Donald Howard 
Combs of Pikeville

Larry E. Thompson 
of Pikeville

David Allen Barber 
of Morehead  

P r e s t o n s b u r g 
Mayor

Les Stapleton of 
Prestonsburg, incum-
bent

Prestonsburg City 
Council

Brittainy Branham 
of Prestonsburg, incum-
bent

District 1 Consta-
ble

Larry (Boss) Jarrell 
of Slick Rock, incum-
bent, Democrat 

Bobby Hamilton of 
Prestonsburg, Indepen-
dent

William “Bill” Calli-
han of Auxier, Democrat 

District 2 Consta-
ble

Samuel Duncan, 
of Garrett, incumbent, 
Democrat

Gary Nelson of Lack-
ey, Democrat 

District 3 Consta-
ble

Ernie Ray Moore of 
McDowell, incumbent, 
Democrat 

Joey Collins of Mc-
Dowell, Democrat 

Willie Hall of Melvin, 
Democrat 

District 4 Consta-
ble

Allred “Junebug” 
Newsome of Grethel, in-
cumbent, Democrat

Green Wakeland of 
Printer, Democrat 

The fi ling dead-
line is Jan. 30 for 
most races, and 
some nonpartisan 
candidates, including 
those for local city 
governments and the 
school board, have 
until next August to 
fi le their statement 
of candidacy.

Local legislators again back rural jobs act
A FLOYD CHRONICLE AND TIMES 

STAFF REPORT

Local legislators are seek-
ing to grow Eastern Kentucky 
through the Kentucky Rural 
Jobs Tax Credit Act of 2018. 

Rep. John Blanton, R-Sa-
lyersville, supported by Rep. 
Larry Brown, R-Prestons-
burg, Rep. Angie Hatton, 
D-Whitesburg, Rep. Chris Fu-
gate, R-Chavies, and others, 

fi led the bipartisan measure, 
House Bill 6, on Jan. 17.

The bill would establish 
a new tax credit against the 
taxes imposed on insurance 
companies and fi nancial insti-
tutions and would allow pay-
ments made by those com-
panies to be placed into rural 
growth funds that make in-
vestments in businesses that 
operate in rural areas of the 
state. 

The bill states, “Business-
es in the rural areas of this 
state have found it diffi cult to 
attract capital necessary to 
make investments that would 
stimulate economic develop-
ment activity and create new 
jobs for the residents of rural 
areas; therefore, a need ex-
ists to attract capital to ru-
ral areas that promotes the 
retention and expansion of 
existing jobs, stimulates the 

creation of new jobs, attracts 
new business and industry to 
the state, stimulates growth 
in business, and fosters job 
creation in this state.” 

The rural growth fund 
would be open to businesses 
with less than 250 employ-
ees who live in rural areas. 
To qualify, businesses would 
need to operate in one or 
more rural areas of Kentucky 
and earn no more than $15 

million the preceding year. 
Businesses would follow a 

process to become certifi ed 
as a rural growth fund enti-
ty and investors could receive 
tax credits collectively total-
ing $60 million.

Blanton, backed by Brown 
and others, fi led a similar bill 
during the last legislative ses-
sion, but it was never called 
for a vote.



guaranteed base funding 
at $3,981 per student, 
but that pledge of contin-
ued SEEK funding comes 
with a caveat.

“However, due to the 
severely limited state re-
sources, fi nancial support 

for student transporta-
tion and certain teacher 
related expenses is being 
reduced,” Chilton wrote. 

In his letter, Chilton 
reported that school dis-
tricts collectively have 
$950 million in reserve 
funds in Kentucky and he 
suggested local school 
boards tap into those 
reserve funds or “other 

fund sources” to make 
up for the revenue loss. 
He also pointed out that 
the budget “requires that 
school boards adjust ad-
ministrative and support 
staffi ng levels.” 

Floyd County School 
District Finance Director 
Matt Wireman said that 
pledge to preserve the 
base seek allocation is 
“smoke and mirrors.” 

“When they say they 
are leaving SEEK alone, 
they’re leaving the guar-
anteed base of SEEK 
alone, but that’s just one 
piece of a big puzzle. 
That’s just one part of it,” 
he said. “It’s just smoke 
and mirrors form them.”

He explained that 
SEEK allocations include 
that guaranteed base, as 

well other funding cat-
egories like transporta-
tion, through which the 
district is allotted more 
than $1.7 million in the 
current year.

The proposed re-
duction in transportation 
funding, Wireman re-
ported, would decrease 
the district’s revenue by 
nearly $355,000, more 
than half of what the 
district will also lose if, 
per Bevin’s proposal, the 
state eliminates the pro-
fessional development 
fund, which provides 
nearly $80,000 in Floyd 
County, the textbooks 
fund, which provides 
$147,000 in Floyd County, 
and the community edu-
cation fund, which gives 
the district $20,000. 

Those three program 
eliminations alone, com-
bined with losses from 
the transportation cuts, 
Wireman said, would 
equal a revenue loss of 
nearly $602,000 in Floyd 
County. The fi nancial 
strain will cut deeper, he 
said, if other proposals 
made by Bevin are imple-
mented.

He reported that sug-
gested rate increases for 
county retirement will in-
crease expenses by more 
than $997,000 in the 
school district, proposed 
increases in health insur-
ance requirements would 
cost around $500,000 
and  mandated expenses 
for longevity pay will cost 
around $1.5 million. 

He estimates that if 
the programs are elim-
inated as suggested 

and the other proposed 
changes are approved, 
the school district will re-
alize a net loss of nearly 
$2.1 million in all funds. 
The majority of that, $1.5 
million, will be in the gen-
eral fund.

These cuts come 
alongside other state and 
federal cuts the school 
district has faced over 
the past year. Complain-
ing about how changes 
in property assessments 
reduced the district’s 
budget last year, Wire-
man said, “They’ve put 
the screws to Eastern 
Kentucky this year.” 

Floyd County Inter-
im Superintendent Steve 
Trimble is thankful that 
Bevin’s proposed budget 
includes funding for pen-
sions and the guaranteed 
base for SEEK funding for 
schools, but he also has 
some concerns.

Although the pro-
posed budget calls for the 
funding of state pensions, 
he is concerned because 
legislators are working 
to restructure the pen-
sion system, which would 
mean changes to bene-
fi ts offered to educators. 
He is also concerned be-
cause program cuts will 
require the district to dip 
into its SEEK funding to 
keep programs ongoing. 

“Any kind of cut, 
where you have to make 
up those things is out of 
SEEK funding,” he said. 
“They didn’t cut SEEK 
funding, but we’ll proba-
bly have to use our SEEK 
funding to make up for 
some of these cuts.” 

He said it would be 
“tough” for the district to 
cope with the proposed 
elimination of funds for 
professional development 
and Teach for America—
two programs the district 
relies on to improve the 
quality of education in 
Floyd County. Wireman’s 
calculations did not in-
clude fi nancial changes 
that would be caused by 
the elimination of Teach 
for America.  

On the proposed 
elimination of Teach for 
America, Trimble said, “In 
rural districts like ours, 
we have trouble fi nding 
teachers, so I’d hate to 
see that program cut.” 

Bevin’s proposed 
budget also calls for the 
elimination of several 
higher education pro-
grams that help students 
in Floyd County and 
Eastern Kentucky, such 
as work study scholar-
ships, early childhood 
development scholar-
ships, the Kentucky Coal 
Academy, Kentucky Coal 
County College Comple-
tion Scholarship, mining 
engineering scholarships 
at the University of Ken-
tucky and UK’s popular 
Robinson Scholars pro-
gram. 

Trimble said, “Oh, 
no,” when he learned the 
Robinson Scholars pro-
gram was on the list of 
proposed budget cuts. 

The proposed budget 
must be approved by the 
House and Senate before 
it’s offi cials, and those 
bodies may make chang-
es.
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Several charged in Floyd District Court, civil cases filed
A FLOYD CHRONICLE AND 

TIMES STAFF REPORT

Charges were fi led 
against several recently 
in Floyd District Court. 
The charges included:

Lawsuits fi led
Jessica Partin vs. 

Bryan M. Partin.
Mary Lou Bailey, et 

al. vs. Peggy S. Jarrell, 
et al.

Cody Collins vs. To-
sha Cooper.

Wells Fargo Bank 
N.A., as trustee for AB 
vs. Jean Tackett.

Shirley M. Hall vs. 
Wildfi re Designs KY, 
LLC.

Judy Wright vs. Mi-
chael Wright.

Kenneth Scarberry 
vs. Jessica L. Scarberry.

MTAG as CF/MGD-
KY, LLC. vs. Big Branch 
Holding Company, LLC., 

et al.
Felicia Pecina vs. Jo-

seph T. Johnson.

Felony charges 
fi led

Jesse Steven Little, 
38, of Osborne Branch, 
Hi Hat, fl agrant nonsup-
port.

Dorothy Jane Slone, 
36, of Back Street, Way-
land, fl agrant nonsup-
port.

Michael A. Marcum, 
of River Front Rd., Love-
ly, fl agrant nonsupport.

Bert Allan Rose, 43, 
of Prestonsburg, unau-
thorized use of motor 
vehicle, theft by failure 
to make required dispo-
sition of property (more 
than $500).

Rodney Clyde Bates, 
43, of Huntington, West 
Virginia, theft by unlaw-
ful taking of automobile 
(more than $10,000, less 

than $1,000,000).
Basel Moore, 34, of 

Frasures Creek, McDow-
ell, fl agrant nonsupport.

James Williamson, of 
Maynard Fork Rd., Pikev-
ille, fl agrant nonsupport.

Mark Vance, 45, 
of Nelson Dr., Dwale, 
fi rst-degree criminal 
mischief.

Devin W. Ousley, 24, 
of Peddler St., West Lib-
erty, theft by deception 
over $500.

M i s d e m e a n o r 
charges fi led

Tonya Lynn Gay-
heart, 33, of Thompson 
Dr., Prestonsburg, pub-
lic intoxication of a con-
trolled substance.

Joshua D. Rowe, 32, 
of Julius Ave., Pikeville, 
public intoxication of a 
controlled substance, 
second-degree disor-
derly contact, loitering, 

third-degree criminal 
trespassing.

Benjamin T. Hicks, 
27, of Wells Dr., Pres-
tonsburg, violation of 
EPO.

James G. Burchett, 
48, Rt. 850, Prestons-
burg, fourth-degree 
assault (domestic vio-
lence).

Benjamin Hicks, 27, 
of Wells Drive Goble 
Roberts, violation of 
EPO.

Like E. Risner, 35, of 
Conley St., Salyersville, 
third-degree criminal 
trespassing. 

Russell D. Kidd, 37, of 
Kidd Fork Rd., Banner, vi-
olation of EPO.

Amy N. Cunningham, 
43, of Rt. 7, Wayland, 
third-degree terroristic 
threatening.

Russell D. Kidd, 37, 
of Kidd Fork Rd., Banner, 
harassment.

Jonathon Endicott, 
29, 0f Jockey Hollow, 
Prestonsburg, fourth-de-
gree assault (domestic 
violence).

Leslie Keith Maynard, 
38, of Blacklog Rd., Inez, 
third-degree criminal 
trespassing.

Jonathan Martin, 27, 
of Goose Creek, East-
ern, public intoxication of 
a controlled substance, 
second-degree posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance, possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

Natasha L. Frazier, 
26, of Eastern Lane, 
Prestonsburg, posses-
sion of drug parapherna-
lia, second-degree pos-
session of a controlled 
substance, prescription 
controlled substance 
not in proper container.

Freddy Adkins, 55, 
of Frank Adkins Rd., 
Grethel, second-degree 

wanton endangerment, 
third-degree terroristic 
threatening, second-de-
gree criminal trespass-
ing.

Homer T. Smith, 32, 
of Spradlin Vill, Pres-
tonsburg, public intox-
ication of a controlled 
substance, second-de-
gree disorderly conduct, 
third-degree criminal 
trespassing.

Stephanie Morrison, 
23, of Bent Branch Rd., 
Pikeville, theft by unlaw-
ful taking under $500.

Editor’s note: 
The above list re-
fl ects people who 
are charged in Floyd 
District Court. The 
charges against 
them are merely ac-
cusations and the de-
fendant is presumed 
innocent until proven 
guilty.

Judge-Executive says he’s monitoring 
proposed budget, cuts

BY JOSH LITTLE 
STAFF WRITER

In addition to signifi cant 
cuts to education programs, 
Kentucky Gov. Matt Bevin’s 
proposed budged for 2018-
20 includes cuts to numer-
ous programs in other areas 
including: health, agriculture 
and local government, among 
others, which would affect 
Floyd County.

Floyd County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Ben Hale said he and 
other local legislators are 
watching the budget process 
closely. He said Thursday that 
he is most interested in mak-

ing sure the state’s budget 
doesn’t, once again, reduce 
the amount of coal severance 
tax that coal counties receive.

“In the previous budget 
(the state government) ac-
tually put some general fund 
money in to try to supplement 
for the lack of coal production 
because, we were obviously 
way down in that area,” said 
Hale.

Hale said that, in recent 
years, there was approxi-
mately $300 million per year 
in coal severance funding. 
Now, there probably won’t 
even be one-third of that for 
the next funding cycle, he 

said.
“You can really tell what 

the affect is on the coal in-
dustry right now,” he said. “A 
lot of counties depended on 
that money ... We are watch-
ing that.”

The budget accounts for 
$34 billion from opioid com-
panies, which Hale said is a 
good thing, although he said 
he does not know how that 
money will be dispersed. 

“Everything goes back to 
(the opioid problem), even 
the cost of our jails and our 
workforce,” he said. “That’s 
a major problem right now. 
Hopefully, the state will use 

that money to try to help with 
rehabilitation.”

One of the proposed 
program cuts that Hale said 
would directly affect Floyd 
County is the Area Develop-
ment Fund, which Hale said 
the county generally used to 
fi x water lines and lay new 
water lines in the county. He 
said the county, in the last 
few years, has received be-
tween $15-$20,000 in Area 
Development Funding.

Another program that if 
cut would affect the county 
directly is the Coal County 
College Completion Schol-
arship Program, which helps 

students in coal communities 
complete their four-year col-
lege degree.

Other proposed pro-
gram cuts that could affect 
the county include: cancer 
screening programs; direct 
local aid, non-construction 
state aid for libraries; local 
jailer allowance; county cost 
— sheriff’s expense allow-
ance and others.

Hale said he is sure there 
will be a lot of tweaking to 
the budget once it makes it 
to the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate. He said 
he is keeping a close eye on 
the budget.



FI RST BAPTI ST CHURCH ( I RENE COLE MEMORI AL)
157 S. Front Street, Prestonsburg, KY
606-886-8681
Pastor Dr. Jerry C. Workman
SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11 a.m & 6:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAYS

Bible Study – 6:30 p.m.
Children’s Choir – 6:30 p.m.
OTHER

Baptist Learning Center (1–5 years) Monday–Friday 7 
a.m. – 5:15 p.m.

FI RST CHRI STI AN CHURCH OF PRESTONSBURG
660 North Arnold Avenue, Prestonsburg, KY
Minister Kevin G. Jett
SUNDAYS

Morning Worship – 11 a.m.
Sunday School/ Junior Church – 11:30 a.m.

FI RST PRESBYTERI AN CHURCH
1430 North Lake Drive, Prestonsburg
(606) 886-2214
Rev. Dr. Stephen A. Sanders
fi rstpresky@gmail.com
SUNDAYS

Sunday School for Children and Adults:   10:00 a.m.
Worship:  11:00 a.m.

HAROLD CHURCH OF CHRI ST
Beside Harold Primary Care, Harold
Phone: 606-438-2251 •  606-477-1407
Minister Willie Meade
SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.
Worship – 11 a.m & 6 p.m.
Youth Group – 5 p.m.

PLEASANT HOME BAPTI ST CHURCH
55 Wrights Lane, Prestonsburg
Pastor Mark Tackett
Assistant Pastor Randy Polk
SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
WEDNESDAYS

Bible Study – 7 p.m.

PRESTONSBURG CHURCH OF CHRI ST
88 Ky Hwy 1428, Prestonsburg
Phone: 606-886-6223
Minister Shawn Slone
SUNDAYS

Worship – 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
WEDNESDAYS

Service – 7 p.m.

PRESTONSBURG SEVENTH DAY ADVENTI ST 
CHURCH
421 Jack Arnette Branch, Prestonsburg
Phone: 606-886-3459
Pastor Tony Kelley
SATURDAYS

Sabbath School – 9:30 a.m.
Worship – 11 a.m.
TUESDAYS

Evening Prayer Meeting – 7 p.m.

Local Church Directory
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 Over the Christmas 
holiday, I  read a couple of 
“Christmas” books. Think 
Hallmark movies, but 
books. 
 One of the stories was 
about a girl who wasn’t 
able to completely move on 
from her ex-boyfriend. She 
shows up in his neck of the 
woods unannounced. Her 
plan was to resolve things 
in order to move on with 
her life. Instead, she fi nds 
that she is still in love with 
him. However, he has relo-
cated and living in an area 
he absolutely loves. She 
debates about the possibil-
ity of moving to his town. 
She would be leaving be-
hind her home and her 
family (i.e. parents and 
brother). She has a con-
versation with her mother, 
who actually did the same 
thing. Only instead of mov-
ing hours away, her mother 
moved completely across 
the county.
 The daughter asked the 
mother for advice. Despite 
love, did she ever think she 

made a mistake? How did 
she decide to move across 
the country and actually do 
it?
 Her mother responded, 
“…but there was the story 
of Ruth from the Bible. My 
dad was real big on the 
Bible sometimes. Ruth left 
the family she knew and 
went with her new hus-
band. She said, ‘Your peo-
ple shall be my people.’ I  
know that’s supposed to be 
biblical, but I  actually found 
it romantic.”
 Wait.
 What?
 That is not how the 
story goes!
 Forget the “Christmas” 
story I  was reading. I  was 
instantly upset over this 
horrible error. This false re-
telling of the Old Testament 
story. 
 Ruth did not leave her 
family and go with her new 
husband. Ruth’s husband 
died. The scripture doesn’t 
specify how he died. But 
he died, in addition to his 
brother and his father. Ruth 
was left with her mother-
in-law Naomi and sister-in-
law Orpah. All three women 
had lost their husbands. 
 Naomi heard the Lord 
was providing food for his 
people in Judah. The three 
of them set out. Naomi told 
her daughters-in-law to re-
turn to their mother’s home 
(Ruth 1:8). Orpah went. 
However, Ruth refused. 

Ruth told Naomi, “Don’t 
urge me to leave you or 
to turn back from you. 
Where you go I  will go, and 
where you stay I  will stay. 
Your people will be my 
people and your God my 
God. Where you die I  will 
die, and there I  will be bur-
ied. May the Lord deal with 
me, be it ever so severely, 
if even death separates you 
and me (Ruth 1:16-17).”
 The words the writer 
quoted in her “Christmas” 
story, was actually said by 
Ruth to her mother-in-law 
Naomi, not 
her dead 
h u sb an d ! 
The author 
completely 
disregard-
ed the true 
B i b l i c a l 
story. 
 I  was 
mad. 
 I  like to read fi ction. 
I ’m perfectly fi ne with 
reading stories that are not 
true. I t ’s entertaining. I t ’s 
relaxing. I t ’s a way to es-
cape the problems we deal 
with in reality. However, 
do not take the Bible and 
misquote it or change what 
actually occurred in history 
in order to suit your own 
story. 
 I t ’s been a couple of 
weeks since I  read the 
book, and I ’m still upset 
over this inaccurate depic-
tion of the story. I  logged on 

to Goodreads to see if any-
one else had an issue with 
this. There’s 455 reviews, 
so I  didn’t go through every 
one of them, but I  glanced 
over a few. They men-
tioned character develop-
ment, things being unreal-
istic, bad dialogue, etc. But 
none of the reviews (as far 
as I  saw) mentioned any-
thing about the inaccurate 
story of Ruth. I  wonder if 
they don’t know it ’s wrong 
or if they simply don’t care.
 In the last chapter of 
the last book in the Bible, 

we are 
w a r n e d 
a b o u t 
c h a n g i n g 
the words 
of the Bi-
ble. “ I  warn 
e v e r y o n e 
who hears 
the words 

of the prophecy of this 
scroll:  I f anyone adds any-
thing to them, God will add 
to that person the plagues 
described in this scroll. And 
if anyone takes words away 
from this scroll of prophe-
cy, God will take away from 
that person any share in 
the tree of life and in the 
Holy City, which are de-
scribed in this scroll (Reve-
lation 22:18-19).”
 The Bible is the Word 
of the God. We simply do 
not change the words of 
the Bible, even under the 
guise of a piece of fi ction.

We do not change the words of the Bible

BY JAMI E BECKETT

CHRONI CLE & TI MES

New book releases for January

Thoughfulness

T
he simple act of thinking about the needs and 
desires of others is often the seed of charity, com-
passion and mercy. Compassion depends on our 

ability to put ourselves in someone else’s place and imagine 
what it would be like to be them. We often use the word 
“thoughtful” without really thinking about what it means. 
To be thoughtful really means to use your imagination and 
to try to see things from the other person’s perspective. 
We often think we are being thoughtful when we are just 
doing for the other 
person what we 
would want done, but 
to be truly thoughtful 
you should try to do 
for the other person 
what he or she would 
want done. People 
are not all the same. 
Some like things quiet 
and simple while oth-
ers crave noise and 
excitement. Treating 
someone to dinner at your favorite restaurant is nice for 
you, but treating them to dinner at their favorite restaurant 
is nicer for them. Some like to be the center of attention 
while others shun the limelight. In our ongoing quest to be 
more loving and compassionate to others, we should strive 
to imagine more fully what it is like to be the people with 
whom we share this world. God created each one of us a 
unique  creature, and with seven billion different people on 
the planet, that gives us a lot to think about.               
            – Christopher Simon

“Do nothing out of selfi sh ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 
not looking to your own interests but each of you 

to the interests of the others.”
—Philippians 2:3-4 NIV

The author 

completely 

disregarded the 

true Biblical story.

Reading the Bible 
with Rabbi Jesus: 
How a Jewish 
Perspective Can 
Transform Your 
Understanding
By Lois Tverberg

Praying the Psalms: 
A G-Man’s Journey 
Down the Psalter 
Trail
By Bob Blecksmith

Stronger than 
the Struggle: 
Uncomplicating 
Your Spiritual 
Battle
by Havilah Cunnington

Thirsting For 
Authenticity: 
Calling the Church 
to Robust 
Christianity
By Dr. Douglas R. 
McLachlan 

Every Day with 
Jesus: 365 
Devotions for Kids
By Charles Stanley

Lacemaker
By Laura Frantz
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Take a unique approach to money matters
and how you earn your living this year. Refuse
to let temptation lead to unnecessary expenses
or poor health. Look for a creative or physical
outlet. How you spend your time will make a
difference to your success. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- Refuse to
let little aggravations bother you. Look for the
simplest way to solve any problem you face.
Refuse to argue or get involved in something
that you cannot afford.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Channel
your energy into creative endeavors. Refuse to
let self-deception cloud your vision or send you
in a questionable direction. Assess your skills
and focus on what you can accomplish. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- A physical
change should be researched before you pro-
ceed. Don't take anything for granted. The
information you receive will be limited and
inconclusive. Romance will improve your life. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Learn from
a situation you encounter. Get involved in edu-
cational pursuits that will increase your skills
or add to your qualifications. Practice proper
diet and stay fit. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Make sure
you are looking at an emotional situation clear-
ly before you decide to take action. Someone is
likely to mislead you in order to avoid an
uncomfortable discussion.  

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- Your creative
imagination will lead to interesting pastimes
and people who can offer insight and enlight-
enment. Socializing, traveling and spending
time with those who share your beliefs are
favored.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Anger will surface
if you act on an assumption. Ask questions and

look for alternatives that will help keep the
peace and ensure that everyone is treated fair-
ly. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Make alter-
ations at home that will help improve your cash
flow. Cutting back on things you don't need or
changing your living arrangements to lower
your overhead will lead to more options. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- You will uncov-
er secrets you didn't want to face. Looking
back is the best way to help you move forward.
Personal improvement and romance are
encouraged. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- A creative
approach to the way you live will help bring
peace of mind and the desire to follow a less
complicated path. Take better care of your
health. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) --
Emotional disillusionment will take control if
you are naive or have taken someone at his or
her word. Instead of being disappointed, get
the facts and counteract what's being said. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) --
Prospective changes should be simple and
within your means. Refuse to get caught up in
someone else's enthusiasm regarding a prod-
uct that promises the impossible. Discipline
will help prevent  a mistake being made.

+

ACROSS
1 Links goal
4 Ambassador
9 D’Artagnan’s creator

14 — you serious?
15 Cunning
16 PR matter
17 Fair
19 Forage fish
20 Vikings
21 Lazy swimmers?
23 Jogged
26 Discount event
27 Attempt
29 Dots
33 Israel’s Golda
36 Golf hazard
38 Cager Shaq
39 Mess up
40 Apologize, maybe (2 wds.)
42 Forensic science tool
43 Jeweled coronet
45 Carpenter’s wedge
46 Assemble
47 Lady from Toledo
49 Jumpy
51 Eight, in combos
53 Saw-toothed mountains
57 Exciting

61 Radio part
62 Worm seeker
63 Profitable
66 Fix firmly
67 Hawke or Coen
68 Cover
69 Bone-tired
70 Views as
71 Wily

DOWN
1 Make a portrait
2 Protective covering
3 Dupe
4 White herons
5 Wrench target
6 Sundial numeral
7 Canute’s foe
8 Shouts
9 Veto

10 Many
11 Oats enthusiast
12 Lab medium
13 Firms up
18 Late bloomer
22 Lummox
24 This, in Havana
25 Moves quickly
28 Basin occupant

30 Give up territory
31 Welles’ “Citizen —”
32 Wooden strip
33 New York nine
34 A Great Lake
35 OPEC country
37 Uses a crowbar
40 Melodic pop music (2 wds.)
41 Prefix for directional
44 Bigger
46 Deserve
48 Courtroom fig.
50 Most taxi cabs
52 Greasy
54 Muddies the waters
55 Tylenol competitor
56 Far from posh
57 Sketched
58 City on the Tiber
59 Israeli diplomat — Eban
60 Appealing
64 Ernesto Guevara
65 Ewe’s mate 

TODAY’S CROSSWORD PUZZLE

TODAY’S SUDOKU PUZZLE

HOW

TO

PLAY:

• Each column 

has to have 

numbers 1 to 9

• Each row has to 

have numbers 1 

to 9

• Each 3x3 Box 

has to have 

numbers 1 to 9

GRIZZWELLS

FRANK & ERNEST

THATABABY

BORN LOSER

BIG NATE

All answers are in today’s Mingo Messsenger

ARLO & JANIS

DAILY

ASTROGRAPH
by Eugenia Last



Adult

LOOKING FOR
LOVE or just a
friendly chat?

Connect with Latino
singles in your area.
18-Plus Call 1-866-

686-5936. Try it free.

MAKE A CONNEC-
TION. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet
singles right now!

Call Livelinks. Try it
FREE. Call now. 1-

888-979-2264

TIRED OF THE
same old dating

sites? Meet real peo-
ple in your area and
make a new connec-
tion on your terms!
18 plus only. Call 1-

855-850-1741

Announcements

ADVERTISE your
JOB OPENING,
EVENT, ITEMS

FOR SALE, AUC-
TION, etc. in this
newspaper plus 85

other newspapers in
KY for only $250.

Save time and money
by making one call
for all! For more

information, contact
the classified depart-
ment of this newspa-
per or call KPS at 1-
502-223-8821, email:
sparry@kypress.com

Automotive

DONATE YOUR
CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HER-

ITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day

Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free

Towing, All
Paperwork Taken
Care Of. CALL 1-

866-713-1593

GOT AN OLDER
CAR, BOAT OR RV?

Do the humane
thing. Donate it to

the Humane Society.
Call 1- 855-443-0865

Business Services

HughesNet Satellite
Internet FOR BUSI-
NESS. 25mbps for
just $69.99/mo! Get
More Data FREE

Off-Peak Data. Built-
in WiFi for wireless

devices. FREE
Standard

Installation. CALL 1-
855-893-3174

Cable/Utilities

DISH NETWORK.
190+ channels.

FREE Install. FREE
Hopper HD-DVR.

$49.99/mo. (24 mos.)
Add HighSpeed
Internet - $14.95

(where avail.) Call
Today & Save 25%!

Call 1-855-633-4574.

CUT THE CABLE!
CALL DIRECTV.

Bundle & Save! Over
145 Channels PLUS

Genie HD-DVR.
$50/month for 2

Years (with AT&T
Wireless.) Call for

Other Great Offers!
1- 866-292-5435

Farm Equipment

GOT LAND? Our
Hunters will Pay Top

$$$ To hunt your
land. Call for a

FREE info packet &
Quote. 1-866-309-

1507.
www.BaseCampLeas

ing.com

Financial Services

ARE YOU IN DEBT?
Get help now with a

30 minute Phone
debt analysis. M-F,

9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. ,
Sat. 10:00 a.m. to

2:00 p.m. All eastern
time. 1-877-616-2506

HAVE 10K IN

DEBT? National
Debt Relief is rated

A-Plus with the
BBB. You could be
debt free in 24-48

months. Call 1-877-
934-0632 now for a

free debt evaluation.

Health Services

IF YOU HAD HIP
OR KNEE

Replacement Surgery
and suffered an

infection between
2010 - present, you
may be entitled to
compensation. Call
Attorney Charles H.
Johnson, 1-800-535-

5727

**STOP STRUG-
GLING ON THE

STAIRS** Give your
life a lift with an
ACORN STAIR-

LIFT!  Call now for
$250 OFF your

stairlift purchase
and FREE DVD &

brochure! 1-855-709-
8829

VIAGRA and
CIALIS USERS! Cut

your drug costs!
SAVE $$! 50 Pills
for $99.00. FREE
Shipping! 100%
Guaranteed and

Discreet. CALL 1-
855-535-2511

SAFE STEP WALK-
IN TUB #1 Selling

Walk-in Tub in North
America. BBB

Accredited. Arthritis
Foundation

Commendation.
Therapeutic Jets.
MicroSoothe Air

Therapy System Less
than 4 Inch Step-In.
Wide Door. Anti-Slip

Floors. American
Made. Call 844-298-
6353 for up to $1500

Off.

Help Wanted - Truck
Drivers

HOME WEEK-
ENDS! $1,500 sign
on bonus. Regional

flatbed. No tarp
freight. No holdback
on pay. Guarantee
pay. Great benefits.
Call 800-554-5661,
ext. 331. www.tlx-

transport.jobs

NEW STARTING
BASE PAY - .50 cpm
w/ option to make .60
cpm for Class A CDL

Flatbed Drivers,
Excellent Benefits,
Home Weekends,

Call 800-648-9915 or
www.boydandsons.co

m

Home Improvement

ALL THINGS BASE-
MENTY! Basement
Systems Inc. Call us
for all of your base-

ment needs!
Waterproofing,

Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity
and Mold Control

FREE ESTIMATES!
Call 1-844-708-5776

Home Services

DEALING WITH
WATER DAMAGE
requires immediate
action. Local profes-
sionals that respond

immediately.
Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call
today! 1-800-218-

7180

Insurance Services

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE. Call

Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company
for details. NOT just

a discount plan,
REAL coverage for

350 procedures. 844-
478-8530 or

http://www.dental50p
lus.com/26 Ad# 6118

Internet/Phone
Service

NEW AT&T INTER-
NET OFFER. $20
and $30/mo plans

available when you
bundle. 99% Reliable

100% Affordable.
HURRY, OFFER

ENDS SOON. New
Customers Only.

CALL NOW 1-877-
686-4720

SAVE on Internet
and TV bundles!
Order the best

exclusive cable and
satellite deals in

your area! If eligi-
ble, get up to $300
in Visa Gift Cards.

CALL NOW! 1-844-
751-6092

EARTHLINK High
Speed Internet. As

Low As
$14.95/month (for

the first 3 months.)
Reliable High

Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and

More! Call
Earthlink Today 1-

866-930-8254

FRONTIER COM-
MUNICATIONS

Internet Bundles.
Serious Speed!
Serious Value!

Broadband Max -
$19.99/mo or

Broadband Ultra -
$67.97/mo. Both

include FREE WiFi
Router. Call for

Details! 1-855-766-
1835

HughesNet: Gen4
satellite internet is

ultra fast and secure.
Plans as low as
$39.99 in select

areas. Call 1-844-
804-1300 now to get

a $50 Gift Card!

SPECTRUM
TRIPLE PLAY TV,
Internet & Voice for

$29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed No con-
tract or commitment.
We buy your existing
contract up to $500!

1-844-359-2853

Legal Services

LUNG CANCER? 60
or Older? If So, You

and Your Family
may Be Entitled To A

Significant Cash
Award. Call 866-943-
3958 To Learn More.
No Risk, No Money

Out of Pocket

SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY? Up to

$2,671/mo. (Based on
paid-in amount.)
FREE evaluation!

Call Bill Gordon and
Associates 1-888-965-
8450. Mail: 2420 N

St. NW, Washington,
DC Office: Broward

Co. FL, member
TX/NM Bar.

Medical

YOU or a loved one
have an ADDIC-

TION? Very Private
and Confidential

Inpatient care. Call
NOW for immediate
help! 1-800-943-0812
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TO OUR READERS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIISSSSHHHHEEEERRRR’’’’SSSS
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

All real estate ad-
vertising in this 
newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair 
Housing Act 
which makes it il-
legal to advertise 
“any preference, 
limitation or dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n
b a s e d
on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, handi-
cap, familial sta-
tus or national 
origin, or an in-
tention to make 
any such prefer-
ence, limitation 
or discrimina-
tion.” Familial in-
cludes children 
under the age of 
18 living with pa-
rents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant 
women and peo-
ple securing cus-
tody of children 
under 18.
This newspaper 
will not knowing-
ly accept any ad-
vertising for real 
estate which is in 
violation of the 
law. Our readers 
are hereby in-
formed that all 
dwellings adver-
tised in this 
newspaper are 
available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis. To com-
plain of discrimi-
nation, call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The 
toll-free number 
for the hearing 
impaired is 1-
800-927-9275.

PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCIIIIEEEESSSS
The Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times reserves 
the right to edit, 
properly classify, 
cancel or decline 
any ad. We will 
not knowingly ac-
cept advertising 
that discrimi-
nates on the basis 
of sex, age, reli-
gion, race,
n a t i o n -
al origin or physi-
cal disability.

PPPPLLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE    
CCCCHHHHEEEECCCCKKKK

YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR AAAADDDD
Please read your 
ad the first day it 
appears in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times. Report 
any errors imme-
diatley and we 
will gladly correct 
any errors pub-
lished. Credit will 
be issued for one 
(1) day only. Af-
ter the first day 
the ad can be cor-
rected for the re-
maining number 
of runs, but credit 
will not be issued 
for days ad ran 
incorrectly.

PPPPEEEERRRRSSSSOOOONNNNAAAALLLL
AAAADDDD    PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCYYYY

Ads will be print-
ed at publisher’s 
discretion. 
Publisher not re-
sponsible for re-
sults, parties re-
sponding to or 
placing ads.

APARTMENTS-

FURNISHED

AAAA PPPPAAAA RRRR TTTT MMMM EEEE NNNN TTTT     
FFFFOOOORRRR    RRRREEEENNNNTTTT
Only $300.00 to 
move in, Utilities 
included, referen-
ces required, 886-
8366

AAAA PPPPAAAA RRRR TTTT MMMM EEEE NNNN TTTT     
FFFFOOOORRRR    RRRREEEENNNNTTTT
1 or 2 bdrm fur-
nished, includes 
utilities, 886-8366

APARTMENTS-

UNFURNISHED

1111BBBBRRRR    AAAAPPPPTTTT....    NNNNEEEEAAAARRRR
Prestonsburg. All 
utilities paid. 
Laundry facility 
on site.  $525mo. 
$200dep.  Call or 
Text 226-1805

HOUSES FOR RENT

3333////BBBBDDDDRRRRMMMM    DDDDUUUU----
PPPPLLLLEEEEXXXX,,,,    VVVVAAAANNNN
Lear, 10 min. 
from HRMC, 
LR/DR,
D i s h w a s h e r ,  
Laundry, Large 
Yard, Garage, 
Heat Pump
$600.00 month, 
REF required
6 0 6 - 4 8 3 -
0 9 5 5 / 6 0 6 -
367-5265

MOBILE HOMES FOR

RENT

2222BBBBRRRR    2222BBBBAAAA MMMMOOOO----
BBBBIIIILLLLEEEE HHHHOOOOMMMMEEEE. 
Water, sewage 
trash paid. Near 
P r e s t o n s b u r g .  
$550mo $375dep. 
Call or text 886-
8072 or 339-4441

2222BBBBRRRR    TTTTRRRRAAAAIIIILLLLEEEERRRR    
FFFFOOOORRRR rent near 
Prestonsburg Ele-
mentary. Call af-
ter 5PM or leave 
message 606-886-
9931

MMMM OOOO BBBB IIII LLLL EEEE
HHHHOOOOMMMMEEEESSSS    FFFFOOOORRRR
RENT in Auxier, 
3BR 2-full baths. 
Also a 2BR.  Call 
Meade Rentals 
606-264-5906

TTTTWWWWOOOO    3333BBBBRRRR    MMMMOOOO----
BBBBIIIILLLLEEEE Homes for 
rent at Auxier, 
$550mo. Call 
Meade Rentals 
606-264-5906 to 
ask about applica-
tion and deposit.

2222BBBBRRRR    MMMMOOOOBBBBIIIILLLLEEEE    
HHHHOOOOMMMMEEEE for rent at 
Auxier. $495 
month. Call 
Meade Rentals 
606-264-5906 to 
ask about applica-
tion and deposit.

LEGALS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIICCCC
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

Pursuant to 405 
KAR 8:010, Sec-
tion 16(5), the fol-
lowing is a sum-
mary of permit-
ting decisions 
made by the De-
partment for Nat-
ural Resources, 
Division of Mine 
Permits with re-
spect to applica-
tions to conduct 
surface coal min-
ing and reclama-
tion operations in 
Floyd County.
Spurlock Mining, 
LLC, 836-0444, 
12/5/2017
Spurlock Mining, 
LLC, 836-0448, 
12/12/2017

Statewides
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To submit sports news or comments, contact Regional Sports Editor Randy White or Steve LeMaster: Phone 606-886-8506  . e-mail sports@news-expressky.com

Kidd making strides with Lady Blackcats
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRI TER 

PRESTONSBURG — Prestons-
burg dropped to 5-11 following a 
loss to reigning champion Paints-
ville in the 15th Region All "A" 
Classic on Sunday. But the Pres-
tonsburg girls' basketball team's 
record isn't indicat ive of how much 
the Lady Blackcats have improved. 
Under the direct ion of fi rst-year 
head coach Brandon Kidd and his 
coaching staff, Prestonsburg is ful-
ly capable of competing for a 58th 
District championship and making 
a return to the 15th Region Girls' 
Basketball Tournament. The Lady 
Blackcats nearly knocked off dis-
trict counterpart Floyd Central 
earlier in the month. Prestonsburg 
has also pushed former region 
champion Betsy Layne, another 
district rival. 

“I  could not be happier with 
my coaching staff," Kidd con fi d-
ed. "The t ime and dedicat ion that 
each and every one of the assis-
tant coaches put in is amazing. 

Brandon Thacker, Ammie Thacker, 
Rick Ward and Cathryn Calhoun 
are the kind of people this pro-
gram needed.” 

A few games into the 2017/ 2018 
season, Prestonsburg started 
showing improvement. 

"Anyone that has watched us 
this season can tell the changes 
we have made," Kidd commented. 
"I s our record what we want it to 
be? No. But we are playing hard, 
playing for each other and we are 
competing in every game we play. 

“When I  took this job, I  told ev-
eryone it was a process. I  honest ly 
believe we are a few steps ahead 
of where I  thought we would be 
and that ’s a test imony to our play-
ers and the hard work they put in 
each and every day.”

Prestonsburg girls' basketball 
players bought in early.

“The girls have bought in to 
what we are tying to do here," Kidd 
noted. "The future is so bright for 
our program and I  am excited to 
be their coach.

See KIDD, Page 13A

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Steve LeMaster

Reesce Endicott scored the 1,000th point of her high school career earlier 

in the month and continues to help lead the Lady Blackcats.

Jaguars to host Henry Clay for Homecoming/Alumni Night
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

EASTERN — Floyd Central 
is preparing to host Henry Clay 
for Homecoming/Alumni Night 
on Saturday. However, before 
then, students will return to the 
fi rst-year school for the inaugu-
ral Floyd Central Winter Ball on 
Friday. 

On Saturday, in addition 
to the varsity boys' basketball 
matchup, Floyd Central will play 
freshmen and junior varsity 
games. Floyd Central's new K-5 
basketball league is also set to 
debut on Saturday. 

Tipoff for the Floyd Cen-
tral-Henry Clay varsity game is 
slated for 7:30 p.m..

"It ’s a full weekend of ac-
tivities," commented Floyd 
Central coach Kevin Spurlock. 
"The Winter Ball will be held Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Steve LeMaster

Jaguar Brady Conn worked to make a move to the basket against Betsy Layne in a 58th District boys’ basketball game at the Dome 

one week ago. See JAGUARS, Page 13A
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“Each and every girl 
has came so far since 
we started. People have 
to remember, only three 
of my 12 girls have ever 
played substantial min-
utes in high school bas-
ketball. So many of the 
girls are get ting their 
fi rst-ever action at the 
high school level and do-
ing a great job.”

Prestonsburg pushed 
both Floyd Central and 
Betsy Layne for 58th 
District wins. Then, one 
week ago, Prestonsburg 
defeated Phelps in the 
15th Region All "A" Clas-
sic. Prestonsburg hosted 

59th District counterpart 
Floyd Central for its annu-
al Cerebral Palsy game.

“A huge highlight for 
us this season has been 
our Cerebral Palsy game," 
said Kidd. "What a huge 
night it was for our pro-
gram. We were able to 
spotlight the amazing 
kids, men and women 
that fi ght this disorder 
each and every day. We 
were able to send all of 
the proceeds from the 
game to charity. I  tell 
the girls everyday - bas-
ketball is basketball, but 
this ladies is life. And to 
be able to spotlight these 
brave individuals is such 
a huge honor for us.”

Reesce Endicot t is 

a proven leader for the 
Lady Blackcats and Kidd 
is quick to compliment 
the standout. 

“I 'm very proud of 
Reesce Endicot t for be-
coming a leader for our 
team," said Kidd. "We 
just honored her for 
reaching 1,000 points in 
her career. Her future is 
so bright.”

Numerous play-
ers contribute for the 
much-improved Pres-
tonsburg girls' basketball 
team.

“Madison Rainey is 
just a couple weeks back 
from surgery," Kidd con-
fi ded. "Faith Lazar is an 
eighth-grader that brings 
a lot of energy and 

toughness to our team."
Inside, Nicole Bur-

chett continues to help 
pace Prestonsburg.  

"Nicole Burchett has 
been such a blessing to 
coach," Kidd exclaimed. 
"She goes out and gives 
us everything she has 
when she is on the fl oor 
and it ’s showing up in her 
play." 

Endicot t and Aliv-
ia Slone have ranked as 
Prestonsburg's top two 
scorers throughout the 
season and make for a 
tough tandem.  

"Alivia Slone is doing 
good and improving ev-
eryday," said Kidd. "I t ’s 
hard to believe this girl 
is just a freshman. She's 

such a great scorer and 
teammate."

Prestonsburg starters 
and reserves have com-
bined to perform well un-
der Kidd's direction.  

"Alison Campbell has 
improved and continues 
to improve," said Kidd. 
"Her defense has came 
so far and it ’s because 
of her at titude and work 
ethic. 

"Grace Trusty has 
been a blessing to coach 
as well. She gives us ev-
erything she has day in 
and day out. She is get-
ting bet ter everyday." 

The Prestonsburg 
roster features multiple 
talented young players. 

"Celina Mullins is a 

seventh-grader that has 
played some big minutes 
for us and there is no lim-
it on this girl's potential," 
remarked Kidd. "I  expect 
huge things from her 
here at Prestonsburg." 

A former assistant 
coach for the Betsy Layne 
boys' basketball program, 
Kidd is in his fi rst stint as 
a head coach and coach-
ing girls' hoops.

“I  am so blessed to be 
the coach of this amazing 
group of girls," said Kidd. 
"To see where we start-
ed and see the process 
and growth in these girls 
is amazing. They deserve 
all the credit that we get 
because they put in the 
work and want to win."

KIDD
Continued From Page 12A

on Friday from 7-11:00 

p.m. Saturday will get 

started with freshmen 

and junior varsity games 

at 10:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

versus Lawrence County. 

We will have the opening 

day of our K-5 Basketball 

League from 12:30-4:30 

p.m.. Homecoming will 

begin at 5:00 p.m. Then, 

we will host Henry Clay 

for junior varsity and var-

sity games at 6 and 7:30. 

Any players, coaches 

or managers from Mar-

tin, McDowell, Maytown, 

Wheelwright, Garret t, 

Wayland, South Floyd 

or Allen Central high 

schools are invited to join 

us for Alumni Night. Reg-

istration and hospitality 

will be from 5-7:00 p.m. 

and all alumni will be rec-

ognized at halftime of the 

varsity game."

Upstart Floyd Central 

is the clearcut frontrun-

ner in the 58th District. 

Floyd Central is 10-6 

overall and 3-0 in the 

58th District. The Jag-

uars have won back-to-

back games on the road, 

rolling past 58th District 

rivals Prestonsburg and 

Betsy Layne. 

JR Tackett (17.3 ppg) 

and Brady Conn (13.4 

ppg, 8.7 rpg) are pacing 

the Jaguars. 

At press time, Hen-

ry Clay was 9-6 overall 

and 2-3 in the 42nd Dis-

trict. The Daniel Brown-

coached Blue Devils were 

scheduled to host Ballard 

on Thursday night. 

Henry Clay has 

notched wins over Fred-

erick Douglas, Tates 

Creek, Eastern, Paris, 

Garrard County, Male, 

Valley, Crockett County, 

Tenn. and Sayre. The 

Blue Devils have dropped 

games to Bryan Sta-

tion, Doss, Ballard, Scott 

County, Bryan Station 

and Paul Laurence Dun-

bar. Results from the 

latest Henry Clay-Ballard 

boys' basketball matchup 

were unavailable at press 

time. 

Floyd Central has ad-

ditional regular-season 

games remaining versus 

Lawrence County, Betsy 

Layne, Paintsville, Pikev-

ille, North Laurel, Ma-

goffi n County, Frederick 

Douglas, Scott County, 

Johnson Central and Bel-

fry.

JAGUARS
Continued From Page 12A

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Steve LeMaster

Floyd Central eighth-grader Rylee Samons looked to trigger in the basketball during a 58th District matchup 

versus host Prestonsburg earlier in the month. 
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